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On eastern brethren have entered heartily into the 
|HoiJB duty a( bringing^ to remembrance the character and 
deeds of their forefathers. Sb^I we of the west allow 
(lis names 9f those great men, vbo won for us, from tbo 
fhreet, the savages, and wild beasts, our fair domuiD of 
fertile fields and beautiful rivers, to &de into obliviont 
Ttey who have hearts to admire nobility imparted by no- 
, hire's great seal — fearleasDess, strength, ene^y, saga- 
city, generous fbrgetfulnesa of self, the delineation of 
scenes of terror, and the relation of deeds of daring, will 
not fail to be interested in a sketch of the life of the pio- 
neer and hunter of Kentucky, Dakixl Boohf. Contem- 
plated in any light, ve diall fiyd him in his way and walli, 
a man as truly great as Fenn, Marion, and Franklin, in 
thebs. True, be was not leaded in the lore of bodes, 
or trained in the etiquette of cities. But be possesBM a 
knowledge &r more important in the sphere which ProvV 
dence called him to fill. He fek, too, the conscious digni- 
ty of self-respect, and would have been seen as erect, 
firm, and unembarraased amid the pomp and splendor of 
the proudest court in Christendom, as in the shade' of his 
own wilderness. Where uatura in her own inefiaceable 
characters has marked superiority, she looks down' upcm 
the tiny and elaborate acquirements of art, and in all po- 
siti<Mis and in all time enlides her favorites to the involun- 
tary homage of their fellow-men. They are the selected 
pilots in storms, the leaders in battles, and the pioneera 
u the colonization of new countries. 



Such K man was Daniel Boone, and woaderfnlly was 1m 
eudowed by Provideace for the part which he was called 
to act. Far be it from us to undervalue the adTuitagox 
«f education: It can do every thing but assume the pre- 
rogative of Providence. Godllfls reserved for himself flm 
attribute of creatiag. DUtinguisbed excellence has never 
been attainecl, unless where nature and educadont uati^'fl 
eodowmeat and circumatancas, have ctmcurredv This 
wonderful inaB received tus conmissioB for his achieva 
aaenlsaad his peculiar walk front the si^ manual of m% 
ture. Ue was formed to be a woodsman, and the adyea 
fairouB precursor is the first settleiHeBt of Kenttwky. EUs 
home waa in the woods, where odiers were bewildend 
and lost. It is a myslerioas spectacle to see a man po»- 
•essed of such an astonishing power of being perfectly &- 
■uliarwithbis route and his resources in the depths (tf the 
untrodden wilderness, where otb«^ could as little divine 
tiieir way, and what was to be done, as mariners ou roid- 
Dcean, witliout chut or compass, sun, mooi^ or stare. But 
that nature has bestowed these endowments upon some 
men and denied them to others, is as certain aa that sfa* 
has ^ven to some animals instincts of mm hind, fitting 
(heraftr peculiar modes of life, which are dented toMherst 
perhaps as strangely endowed in au<rtber way. ' 

The following pages aim to pi^sent a faithful piebire 
%£ this singuhir man, in his wanderings, captivities, and 
escapes. - If the effort be successful, we havens fear that 
&e atteatimi of the reader will wander. I^re is a cham 
in such recitals, which lays its spell upon all. The grave 
andgay, the simple and the learned, the young and gray- 
faaired alike yield to its infiueoce. 

We wish to present him in his strong incipient manlfe*- 
ytatjons of the development of his peculiar character i> 
t and alone, witit KO 



twyiJBP hml hw dog, uA no fttwij b«t -to fffl«, mditog 
im wmy ant tmekiem BmA VaattmoA MMntaias, asdlm 

iemera c^ Kentucky. Abeady biniUar, by Ibb o#A p«- 
«rinr arth i iiw , wMt tb* Mba cliara«t«^ we sM him 
outiBg tu ka«R. nd ^evRitiKg gloHM areuBd, u (be b»- 
^imS woodB mg with, ft* first stridras (^ Us xM, ma 
^MUM^ frofli linM to ^HM M WW tfthset^ioM baveBUi^ 
tied tlw red Men, w tiw wild beaslB fran lfa«ir M&. Wa 
tncftUai IfarMgli nil the swcceoding elfdontiOH of Ao 
SkxMly Grotad, and rf T maca t w , onlil M Mwy Jtniai- 
gfMri* Imtb fbUowed ia his BtepB, dwt he &da die prrra^ 
1M BtFoagly pwM wd ^fon.; UBtil ha finds the >titS and 
Jbouads of logst tenurm ratndiUBg his free thoughts, uid 
VBipeHiag kin to the disbut uid uBBettled shoMo of die 
HieMarit to nek nmgv aed wAtude mew. We eee him 
Aere, bia ey«B hegisitiKg to ^v din with the inllHencfl 
«f Mventy wiBtR»-~«s he cm ■» kngat tdce Ae ufieniag 
aha of hia rifle — ctmfiag ytietM looks io the #r«Mio(li of 
^e Socky Hnrttiiiiis oBd As veBtem sm; utid eo^ r^ 
uwled that m^hos butoaedMM Hfe,ni nidch to wnvier. 
'^ No book <»■: tohmijHMA RHre iatmwMiig 6ma would 
teT* "bee* As veiiMu l uiVMiva of eueh a msa, written 
t)y hiewelf. WbM k aeirputeni of Ae heart he mtgitt 
tave pveseartedl Sutr anforUKitet^ he does mM seem te 
%BTe dnused of the chance that his adventures would ga 
Oiwa to posterity HI the &nn of rooorded biography. W« - 
«iispect thfttihe mlher eschewed hoeks, parchment deeds, 
vniLdeikly contrivances, as forms of evil; and held the 
dead letter of little consequence. His associates were as 
little likely te preserve any records, but diose of memory, 
of the daily iaoidenis and explnfis, which indicate ci)aroc< 
ter and assume high interest, when they relate to a person 
liketheml^ectof (hisaarmtive. These fauatom, u 



in their aim t^fniitnie the bv&to CB his pluB, or lo bring 

down tlw geeee and Bwuu from tb« cJouds, tbougbt littl* 
gf any otbar uae«f the gray goOse qoillf ifaaa its marirat 
value. 

Had it been <itherwiM, and had tfaeae men tbenMdrea 
-fiinuahed diemateiialaofthunamtive, wehavenofiias 
that it vouU go down to futurity, a more endaring moou- 
meat to these pioneers and hunten, dian the granita cot- 
umns reared by our eastern brethren, anudst aBsemUed 
iboosands, with magnificent array, and oratory, and aongfl, 
to tho memory of their Iwefiitheia. Oura would be tb6 
recmd of human nature qtealuag to human nature in sim- 
plid^ and truth, in a lai^uage always impressive, and 
always understood. . Their pictures of their own felt suffi. 
oency to themMlves, under the pressure a£ exposure and 
want; of danger, wounds, and captivi^; of reciprocal kind- 
ness, warm from the heart; of noble foigetfiilness of m1^ 
lln^^lf^^tlt^pg finnness, calm endurance, end reckless bn^ 
Tery,w«uklbesure to move in the- hearts (^ their readers 
•tringB which never fail to vibrate to the touch. 

But diesa inestimable data ore wanting. Oar materv 
als are occ^iaralivdy few ; and we have been<rften obliged 
to bal^ice between doubtfiil autbcwMes* notwitfastandiBg 
tlie moet rigcntnis scmtiny of newspapers and pan^hlets, 
whose yellow anddingy pages gave out a cland<d' dust at 
every movnnent, and the equally rigid ezaminatum of 
dean modem bot^ and periodicals. 
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LIFE OF DANIEL BOONK. 



CHAPTER I. 

B'nh of Dtmiel Bowt — His taiij {iiopengittes — Hii piaiiks >•. 11:11001 
— Hli Gnl himljng eipedidon — And hii encoiir.tei with apanther. 
RemoTT^ of Uu fanilj to Nonh CBmlioa — Boona beeumis a hunwr 
—DucriptlDB of fira bunting, in which be wai atn ctaoBxiuing t, 
tltd niaUfco— lufaitanau leEulc — aad bu DmriBga. 

Duterent atiiiiorities assign a dififerent birft 
place to Dakikl BoomB. One affirms Asthswai 
bont in Maryland, another iq N«rtli Candina, aao- 
Qier in Virginia, and irtHl anotticr dnring &e tranrit 
of his pwents across fhe Atlantic, ftit tiiej an all 
eqnaDj in error. He was born in the year 1746, 
!n Bucks county, Pennsylvania, near Bristol, on the 
right Bank of the- De^ware, about twen^ miles 
Irom Fbiladeli^a. - His father remored, vben he 
wag three yean old, to the vicinity of Readiag, on 
the head waters of the Schuylkill. Fr<»a thence, 
when his son was tfurteenTean old, he nHgrated to 
North Carolina, and settied in one of the vaUeys of 
South Yadkin. 

The rent(^est of hfe ancestors, of whom there la 
31 y recorded notice, is Jeahsa Boone, an &igHsh 
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Catholic He croesed the Atlantic fr. ne shorefl di 
the Chesapeake Bay, vHh those who planted the 
first germ of the colony of Maryland. A leading 
modre to ^nigration ^-ith most of fbese colonists, 
was to avoid that persecation on account of tbei: re- 
ligion, wMdi however pI««aBt to k^ctr tb^ foimd 
it oncomfortable to endnre. Whether this gentleman 
emigrated fi?om this inducement as baa been asser- 
ted, or not, it is neither possible, nor, as we deem, 
important to settle ; ibr we cannot find, that religious 
mottres had any direct influenee in shaping the 
character and fortunes of the hero of the woods. 
Those who love to note 6ie formation of character, 
aad belicTe in the heredkaty transmisaon ot pecu- 
liar quaHties, mtnraJly investigate Ute peculiarities 
of parents, to see if they can find there tiie origin of 
those of the cbildrsD. Many — and w^ ttre of the 
Bomber— «(»sider txaumitted endowment as the 
MMt ieqMtrtaat link in the chain of circomsiaacesi 
«i& wUch duraeter is stoiiwinded. The most 
Kfiaalii eadowmeats in immawrabie itulances, hare 
nevar been breaght to li^rf, in defect of ciwiunstatv 
ces to call them JbrOk The aaeeitoii of Boone were 
im4 placed in poat6oa» to ftove, wh^her ha did or 
did a*t reeeire bos pec«diar aplitac^ a ^^S^cj ftoo 
his panttte, or a dire^ ^ from aature^ He pco- 
nntohiiBidf touaasanew man, die authoF and arti- 
ficer «f hn owui foittUMSf asd sh<Mrug kom the be- 
ginUDjg radimEnts of cfaanurtof, of. whicb luBtory has 
recorded no trace in his ancestors. The pmniise of 
the inture hunter appeared at his coriiest boyhood. 
He wagH a. war o£ extenninatioaf as soon as ho 
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■xmld p(HM a gmty with ■qvkrels, raeoeos, *aA wiU 
catB, at that time exceedingly annoying to the fieldi 
and baiu-jards of the back setUers. . 

No sL-joUr ever displt^ed more dedded p'b-enu 
iieDc«in any branch of leiuiun^, tiiaa he did abore 
the boys of 1^ yean, in adroitneas and eocceas ui 
Ihia species of hunting. Thia is tiie only dstincl 
and pecafiar trait of character recoirded of his early 
yean. The only tnuumstted feet of his early ttaio- 
sig is presented in the ielknring anecdote. 

In that section of the frontier aettlemeat to wiuch 
Booi^ had removed^ where unhewn log cabins, and 
hewn k^ homes, were iat^-i^ened anumg the bum^ 
■tBni{», mrrouDded by a potato patch and cornfield, 
u the traveller punned his coW'^aA dtioagh tht 
deep forest, there was an iDtersectuDB, or more prop* 
erly concentration of wagon tracks, called the 
/'CroaB Roads,"— a name which still deugiistes a 
, hundred InHitier pontioaB of a pcet office, btack' 
smith's shop, and tsvem. In &e central point of 
Am taetrop<^ riood a laa^ log bidUisg, before 
whicharign creaked in tiie mad, cona^caotidy let* 
tered,«St<»e and Tavern." 

To thit point, cm tiie eariy part of 4 warm i^ing 
morning, a pedestrian ttrwiger was seen approachmg 
kt the path leadibg from fiie east One hand was 
armed witii a wajking stick, and the other carried » 
small bundle inclpeed in a Imodkerchieil Hu aspect 
was of a man, whose wh<^ fortunea were in las 
#aHdng stick and bundle. Hs was otwerred to eye 
tde swinpng sign with a keen TecognitMn, insuring 
S 
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■UL-heocn^ aa the mariner feels on entering *ho 
denred havea. 

His dialect .betrayed &e stnuiger to be a native 
of Iretit&d. He aat dovrn on tbe ibN^) and adced in 
hig own peculiar mode of gpeecb, for cold water. A 
Bupply from ^ spring was readily handed him in a 
goard. But with an arch i^use between retnow- 
•trance and lan^ter, he added, ^at he thought cold 
water in a warm climate injnrionB to &e stomach 
and begged that the element might be qwdified witt 
a litfle whisky. 

The whisky was handed Mm, and the usual con- 
versation ensued, dnring which the stranger inquired 
if a school-master was wanted in the 8e(tleme»^-(H'« 
«B he was. pleased tc phrase it, a professor in the 
fligher branches of learning! It is inferred timt the 
fetiier of BotHie was a person of distinction in the 
settlement, for to him dH the master of the *^ore 
and TaTcrs" direct tite strange of the sti^ and 
bundle for information. 

The direetimi of the landlord to enable him to 
find the bouse of Mr. Boone, was a true sperimen 
of Eimilar directions in the frontier settlements of the 
present; and they haye often paffiled clearer heads 
than that of the Irish scho<d-maeter. 

**Step this way," sud he,**and I will direct yoD 
there, so tiiat you cannot mistake year nay. Tnni 
down that right hand road, and keep on it till you 
cross the dry lRvnch~-tben turn to.yoHr left, and go 
up a hin-^ten take a lane to yoor right, which wffl 
bring you to an open field— pass this, and yon will 
come to a path with three forks — take the middle 
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ftnrk, tmd it will lead y«u throi^ the woods la «^t 
of M^. BoOQg's platitati<Mi." 

The Irielmian lost his way, invc&ed the sainte, and 
cursed his director for Ma medley of directions manj 
a lime, before he stnmbled at length ca Mr. Boone's 
hoose. He was tavited to sit down and dine, in the 
Roqde backwoods phrase, which is still the passport 
to the moat ample hrapitalftyi 

After dinneff the Bcfao<^niBSter made knowti bit 
vocation, and his desire to find employmeat. To 
obtain a qualified school-master in Ihose dajs, and in 
■och a place, was no easy budness. This scard^ 
effiupply precluded close investigation of fitness. In 
a word, the Iridunan was authorized to enter upon 
Qie office of schooi'master of the settlement. We 
have be^ thus particular in this description, because 
it was the way in wblcb most teachers were ttieo 
en^loyed. 

it will not be amiss to describe the schocd-hoose; 
for it stood as a Bam|de of thousands of west cOun y 
scbooi-bouses of the present day. It was of lo.-^', 
after the usual feshion of the time and place. "^ > 
dimension, it was spadous and convenient. Tto 
chimney was peculiariy anqile, occupying one entire 
dde of the whole building, which was an e^t 
■quare. Of course, a log could be **Enaked" to the 
fire-place as long as tiie building, and a file of bi^ 
tfair^ feet in length, could nil stand in front of the 
fire cm a footing of the most democratic equality. 
Sections of logs cut out here and there, adnntted 
light and air instead of windows. The surrounding 
(otf^ famished ample mppliei of fuel. A spring at 
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Ouid, IbrwAed witb vaiiotw gMri^ ^uenctkett A* 
frequent thirst of the pajjiits. A poadermu pasdi* 
eon door, awiagiag on eabataatial wooden hingMi, and 
■huttii^ 'Vith a voodes Jatxht connoted tfa* ^peii> 
iagBa <>{ ttJ0 primeval senwtary. 

T» duB crai^Bl point inigl^ be seen wendiDg froot 
&B woods, in eveiy direction of the CMi^ui,flaie^ 
headed bojs and girb, dad ia homeipiiB, bnshiiig 
awaj tiie eari^ dews, as they hied to &e i^ace, 
where fbe Hibenuan, clothed in hi> brief audiori^t 
•omctinies perpetrated appfications of birch withoMt 
thyme «r reason; hvi much (rfle&er allowed bii ao- 
tiiorit^ to be tranpled upon, accm^ng as the serers 
w kmng humor prerailed. This vacillatiDg adnii» 
btration waa cokulated for any resiitt, ra&er (has 
Mcuring the aSeclienate respect f^ the childreik 
Scarcdy tiie first qu«ier had elapsed, before inate< 
rialb for revolt had genninated under the Tery throo* 
9( the scho^tnaster. 

Young Boone,at this timofhad readied the seeoni 
Btdge of teaching the young idea how to aboot. I&a 
satchel already held paper mai^d with ihoae mysto> . 
riouB hieroglyi^itcs, vnlgiBrty called pol-iuoki, inte>- 
d«d to be gradoaHy tTaosforaud to tliose clorkly 
diaractors, wlneh are called haad-writiDg. 

The matter's fttrone was a Uock of a ht^ tree^ 
and could net be said, ra any sensct to be a cuAion 
of down. Of course, by &e time he had beard the 
first teSBOU of the mornings the master was accostom- 
ed to let loose his noisy mbjects, to wanton and 
bo«D4 on the gTBsSfWbik he took a turn abroad to 
refresh himself from his wearying duties. While ho 
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muthm unbending bUmind, tiie obserrant urchiiH 
had remarked, that he ^wnjg directed his w^k to a 
deep grove not far distant. They had, possibly, 
divined that the an^oal tempera of bia mind, ttai 
his rapid transitions from good natnre to ^rrannical 
moTOsenefls, and the reverse, were connected with 
these promenades. The curiosi^ of young Bocme 
had been par^lly excited. An oppprtuuit/ soon 
(riTered to gratify it. 

Having one day received the accustomed pennifi- 
HOn to retire a few minutes from school, the darting 
of a Bqnirrel across a fallen tree, as he went abroad, 
awakened his ruling passion. He sprang alter the ' 
nimble animal, until he found himself at the very 
spot, where he had observed bis school-master to 
pause in his pronKnades. His attention was arrev- 
ted by observing a kind of opening under a little 
arbor, thickly covered with a mat of vines. Think- 
'{ng, perii^s, that it was the retreat of some animal, 
he thrust in his hand, and to his surprise drew fortti 
a glass bottle, partly full of whi^ij. The enigma 
of his master's walks and inequalities of temper stood 
Immediately deciphered. After the reflection of a 
moment, he carefully replaced the bottle in its por- 
tion, and returned to his place in scbod. - In the 
evening he communicated his discovery and the re- 
sult of his meditations to the larger boys of the school 
on their way home. They were ripe tor revolt, and 
the issue of their caucus follows: 

They were sufficiently acquiunted with fever and 
ague, to have experimented tbe nature of tartar 
emetic. They procured a bottle exactly like the 
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mutter's, fiHed with whidcy, id which a cepioos <]Ua» 
tity o( emetic had been dissolved. Earl; in the 
morning, tbey remorcd tiis school-niaster'a boUlc* 
and replaced it bj theirs, and hwried boxik to their 
places, panting irith restrained ouriositj', and a. do* 
sire to see what results would come from thedr metk 
ieal Duxtare. 

The accustomed hour for iaterniisnoii came. The 
master took his osual promenad^ and &e ctuldren 
haatened back with uncommon eagerness to resame 
their scats and their lessons. The countenance of 
the master altenwrtely red and pale, gave jMMtent of 
«i approaching stOrm. 

"Recite yoor gramma^ lesson," said he, in a grow 
ling time, to one of the older bojs. 

''How many parts of speech ase thereP' 

"Seren, sir," timidly answered the boy. 

•♦Seven, yo« numacuH!' is that tiie way yong«t 
your lesson?" Forthwith descended a shower <rf* 
blows on his devoted head, 

Hia what contioent is Ireland T' said he^ iuming 
tmm him in wrath to anoUier hoy. The hoy saw 
the shower pre-determined to tail, and the medicine 
^^ng evident signs of having taken effect. Before 
he could answer, "I reckon on the icontineat of Eng- 
land," he was gathering an ample tithe of drubbing. 

"Come and recite your lesson in arithmetic?" said 
he to Boone, in a voice of thunder. The uBUfilly 
rubicund face of the Irishm^. was by this lime a 
deadly pale. Slate in hand, the docile Ud preaert- 
ed hunself before his master. 

"Take rix from nine,and what romwiw^ 



. *^Fbr€«t sir/' 

**Tnie. That will aaawwr iae whole luiipben, 
now for ;our AactUHis. Ta^e diree^naFtcre fitm 
■tn tateger,Mid whatramaiinf' 

«The m-hfAd." 

"Voti blockhead! you auuisculJl" exclumed the 
master) M the fitrokes fell like a haii showery *<]et 
■^ hear ymi denonstratc that ." 

**\{ 1 subtract obe bottle of Vrbi^, aod replace 
K m& one ifl wbi^ I bare mixed aa emetic, will 
not die vht^e BeoKiip, if nobedjr drinks itf 

By this time the medici^ wasibdung fearful ef- 
fect. The nnited acclaniatiions and shouts of the 
children, and the discoveiy of the compounder of 
his medicaBtent, in do degree tended to spcithe the- 
infLriated goaater* j^oing Boonc^ having paid for 
■lis q>ort hy an ample drubbing, seized the oppor- 
tune nwnent, floored his master, alreoc^ vreak and 
dizzj^spraag from Uie^oor, and made for the woods. 
The adTCfdure w«a 80oa blaxpaed. A consultation 
a{ the patoon» of the school was held. Though 
foong Boooe was reprimanded, the mastt^r was dis- 
missed. 

This is all U)e certain iofoi^ation we possess, 
touching the training of young Boone, in the lore of 
books and achonls^ Tfaoii^ be never afterwards 
could be brought lack to the restraint of the walls 
of a^hool.it is well known, that in some way, in 
after life, he possessed hiineelf of the rudiments of & 
LonuMu education. His 1«ve fi^r .bufitiog 93>d the , 
woods MOW became an absorbing pasaon^ He p-w- 
tcesmi a dog and h fowling piece, and with these he 
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woald niBge whele days alrnie tbnx^ the woods 
often wkh no other f^parent o^ect, than the unipls 
Measure of these tonety van^erit^. 

One mormng he was obseired as om&l, te throw 
die baud, diat suspended his shot bag, ever one 
shoulder, and his gun erer the other, and go fortb 
accompanied by his dog. Night carae, b»t to the 
mtonnhmcnt aod alarm of bis paiesti, the boj, a» 
yet scarcefy turned of foarteen, cajne not. Another 
day and another night came, and passed, and still 
be returned not. The nearest neighb<vs, sympa- 
thizing with the distressed par^itB, who considered 
him lost, turned out, to aid in searching for hinu 
After a long and weaiy. search, at a distance of a 
league from any pfetntatien, a smoke was seea ari- 
dng &om a temporary bov^ <^ sods and branchea, 
in which the astoniriied fether found lus child, appa- 
rently most comfortably established is his new ex- 
periment of boose-keepii^. Numerona skins of wild 
animals were stretched upon his cabm, as tn^hies 
of his bunting prowes. Ample fragments of their 
flesh were either roasting or preparing for cookery< 
It may be supposed, that such a lad would be the 
theme of wonder and astonisbiBent tothe other boys 
o( bia age. 

At this early period, be faeritated not to haul 
wolves, aiid even bears and panthers. His exploits 
of this kind were tfie theme of general interest in 
Ae vidnity. Many of them are recorded. But we 
pass over moat of them, in our desre to hasten to 
the eiplirits of his matorer year*. We select a sin* 
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gte one of die most unqnestimiable character, na a 
snniple for the rest 

In company with aome of his J'oung companiom 
he undertocdc a hnnting ^Kurrion, at a conuderable 
distance from the settlements. Near night-lall, the 
group of fouHg Nimrods were alanned with a sharp 
cry from the tiiick woods. A panther! whispered 
the afiHgfatcd lads, in accents scarcely above thei' 
hreadi, ttirongh fear, that their voice would betra 
them. The scream of this animal is harsh, and 
grating, and one of the most tmly fonnidable of 
forest sounds. 

The animal, when pressed, does not shrinlE from 
encountering a man, and often kills him, unless he 
is fearless and adroit in bia defence. All the com- 
panions of young Boone fled from the vicinity, aa 
Bat as posable. Not so the subject of our narra- 
tive. He coolly surveyed the animal, that in tarn 
eyed him, as the cat does a mouse, when preparing 
to spring upon it. Levelling his rifle, and taking 
dehberate dm, he lodged the bullet in the heart o< 
the fearful animal, nt the very moment it was in the 
act to spring upon him. It was a striking instance 
of that pecBligr, selFaossesBJorit "?hich coqsUI^^ i 
the most striking trait ift bis character i n afte r life, j 

ObservMig these early propensities for the life of 
a hunter in his son, and land having become dear 
and game scarce in the neighborhood where he lived, 
Boone's father formed the design of removing to re- 
mote forests, not yet disturbed by the sound of tlie 
nie, or broken by frequent clearings; and having 
heard a good account of the country bordering upon 
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^e Yadkin river, in N^rth Carolina, he molred to 
remove -tMtber; This mer, wfaich a a abeam oi 
tonsidcrakle rise, baa its senrce among tlie moun- 
tains in ihe nortb^att part of North Caroliiia, and- 
pumies a beaati&l meanderiiig coune through Aat 
ttate nntil it enters Soutii Car^ina. After watering 
tile eastern section of the latter state, it reaches fhu 
ocean a feiv miles above tbe mouth of ttie &ntee.' 

HFtviwg (ifiM hi^ piflptfttitib. on a fin e Apri l boofi^ 
lag; he set fiyth for Ae lan d of promise — wife, chil- 
jj.ren, servants, flocks, and herds, forming a patriar' 

^cfaal caravan th rougfi^the wilderne^. Npj>roce«ion 

J»HPd to die boijf cidfi* of Mec<ca or Jerusalem, 
wm- ever mor e joyfal ; for to thera the forest was an 
^inni., "Uy«tim|j^b^Jhe jjcght bluj skj^jsjtfeio- 
pcd in ver^nt iQre^ fuli of fgUBe^nojjght C&E&4 
^cy for the absen ce of houses wife their locks and 
latchegl ^Tbeix aoctitfn al caravansary wa s a cle ar 
cool spring; their bed the fresh tarT Deer and tur- 

"BSyriWBMSflTlKSr'VMhdi^'hunger the richest sati- 
res of c6okery;aad fatigue and untroubled spiritsii 
repose unbroken I^ disams. . S'lrh T't"* **"^ p"'"!- 
tive migrations of fee early af *!^;!^^ flf p»-- ^«i"tij. 
We love to meditate on fhem, f^r we have shared 
tbem. We have fed from this table in lite Hildein 
ness. We.bsve shared UiH mirth. We have heard 
the tinkle of tbe bells of the flocks and herds gni- 

^^lig' among the bees. We have seen the moon 
rise and the stars twinkle upon this forest scene; and 
the remembrance has more than once marred tbe 
pleasure of joumeyings in the midst of eiviUzationl 
Hfwl thf. r<-l)nements of liiiuiy. -^ 
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Thx: frontier eoun^ in wMch 1^ foaoilj wjI^gJ 
wasasyet an onlHoken forest; and being ^no groal 
dktaace fi-om the eattero dope of tbs Alleghaoles, 
in the railcTB of which game was abttndwit, it a^ 
forded fine range both Aw pasture and bontbg. 
These forests had, moreeverT the charm of novet^yj 
and tiie game had not yet tesmed to fear the rifles 
of tiie new getU'erg. It need hardly be added (hat 
the spirits of young Boode exulted in diis new ban- 
ter's paradise* The fatherand the other sons s<!ttled 
down qiiie% to the severe Ubor of making a foim, 
assigning to Daniel the occupation of his rifle, as 
aware that it was die only one he could be indu- 
ced to follow; a^d probably from the experience* 
that in this way be could contribute more efiectoally 
to the estabHdmient, than either ^ them in the pur 
suits of hnsbandry. 

An extensive farm wae soon opened. The table 
was always amply supplied 'with venison, and was 
the seat of ample and nnostentatious hospitality. 
The pelhies of the jeung hunter yielded all the 
money which tuoh an establishm^it required, and 
the interval between this removal and &e coming 
of age of young Boone, was one of faeaidi, plenty, 
and privacy. 

But meanwhile this settlement began to experi- 
ence the pressare of that evil which Boone always 
conddered the greatest annoyance of Efe. The 
report of this family's prosperity had gone abroad. 
The young hunter's fame in his new poatiiM, at- 
tracted other immigrants to come and &x them- 
selves in the vicinity. The smoke of new cabin* 



^o4 dealings went up to ibe sky. The baying of 
otiier dogs, and the crash of dhlant lalling tirees 
began to be henrd; aad paiif^l presentimmto al- 
ready filjed the bosom of yosng Boone, tbat tbu 
■bode would Ghoriiy be more pressed upon thatt 
'liat he had left. He was compelled, however, to 
sdmit, tiiat if finch an order of tbinga brii^ diswl- 
ranlBgea, it baa also its benefits. 

A thrinng fanner, by the name of Biyan, had se^ 
tied at.no great distance from Mr. Boone, by whose 
«stablidment (be young biioter, now at the period 
«f life when other thoaghis than those of the chase 
of wild game are fiometimes apt to cross tha jniai, 
was accastomed to pass. 

This fumer bad cbos^ a otort beantifHl spot for 
his residence. The &rm occajHed a space of some 
hundred acres on a gentle emiaeBce, erected witib 
yellow poplars and taurek. Around it rolled a moun- 
tain stream. So btaatiial was the positiim and ■• 
tnany its adrantages, that young Boone used oA^i , 
to pause in admirad<»t, on hts w^y to tite deeper 
woods beyond the vei^e of human habitation. Who 
can Bay that the same dreamy thoughts timt inspi- 
tei the pen of the eloquent Rousseau, did notoccupy 
Uie mind of the young hunter as he passed this rural 
abode T We bope we shall not be suspected of a 
wish to ofier a tale of rontance, as we relate, how 
tiie mighty hunter of wild beasts JinA men was him- 
selfsubduedj and that by the most timid and gentle 
of beings. We put down the £icts as we find them 
recorded, and our conscience is <faieted, by finding 
3 



X urm mr vaiobl »o«i» 

Aem perfectly natanl lo flie time, place, and dr- 



Yoong Boone wm one night engaged in a fire 
hunt, with a young fiiend> Tlieir co«rw led then 
to &e dee^l; timbered bettou that ddrted the stream 
/hich wound roond tbia {feasant pktntatifm. That 
he reader may have an idea wtiat sort of a porsoit 
.t was that young Boone was engaged in, during an 
event eo decisive of his Aitnre fortooes, we present 
a brief eketi^ of a night _fire hunt* Two persom 
we iKdispenaable to it. The horvenian ttmt pre* 
cedes, tears on his shoaMer what is called a jEft 
pan, fyiH of blaung pae knots, which casts a bright 
and flickering glare far throu^ the forest. 'Hie 
aecond follows at aowe distance, with his rifle prepa 
fed for actioB. No spectacle is more impressive 
than this of pairs of banters, tboa kindling the for- 
est into a glare. The deer, reposing quietly in his 
tiiicket, is awakened by the ^proacMng cavalcade, 
sad instead of flying from the portentons brilliance, 
remains stapidly ga^ng upoa it, as if channed to 
the spot. The animal is betrayed to its doom by 
the gleaming'of its fixed and innocent eyes. Thit 
cruel mode of securing a fetal shot, is called in hun- 
ger's phrase, ikinmg the eya. 

The two young men reached a comer cf tfie foi^ 
ton's field at an eariy hour ip the evening. Young 
Boone gave the customary signal to his mounted 
companion preceding him, to stop, an indication 
that he had shined the eyes of a deer. Boone dit- 
mounted, and fertened his horse to a tree. Ascer- 
taioing tbtt Us rifle was in order, he advanced caU' 
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tntalf belund b covert of bushes, to reach tfae right 
dietaiice for a shot. The deer is remarkable for the 
beautj of its eyes when thus shined. The mild 
brilliance of the two orbs was distinctly visible- 
Whether warned by a presentiment, or arrested by 
:t palpitation, and strange feelihgs within, at noting 
a new expression in the blue and dewy lights that 
gleamed to his heart, we s.iy not. But the nnemng 
riSe feU, and a matting told him that the game had 
fled. Something whispered him it was not a rfeer/ 
and yet the fleet step, as the game bounded awsy^ 
might easily be mistaken for (hat of the li^t-footed 
animah A secood thought impelled him to pursue 
fte rapidly retreating game; and he sprang away 
in the direction of the sound, leaving his companion 
to occupy himself as he might. The fugitive had 
the advantage of a considerate advfmce of falm, and 
apparently a better knowledge of the localities of 
(he place. But the hunter was perfect in all hii 
field exercises, and scarcely less fleet footed tlwtr'a 
deer; and he gained rapidly on the object of his 
pursuit, which advanced a Httle distance parallel 
witii the tield-fence, and then, as if endowed with 
tiie utmost accomplishment of gymnastics, cleared 
the ience at a leap. The hunter, embarrassed with 
his rifle and accoutrements, was driven to the slow 
sod humiliating expedient of climbing it. But an 
oatliue g( the £>nn of the fugitive, fleeting throng 
the shades in the direction of the house, assured 
tiim that he had mistaken the species of the game. 
His heart throbbed from a hundred sensations; and 
among them an appreheneion of the consequencea 
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tiai would bare remiked from ^sdtargiag his ritu^ 
wheo be bad first diined thoae liquid blue ejea. 
Seeing that the fleet game made. Btralght in tba 
directioa of tbe houaC) he said to bimaeli^ "I wiU 
see the pet deer in its lair;" and be (Erected bis 
steps to the some place. Half a score of dogs 
(^oed their barking upon biro, as be af^roacbed 
the home, and advertised the master that a straagft 
was approaching. Having hushed the dogs, an 
learned the name of his visitMit, be introduced bin 
to his tamly, as the son of their neighbor, Boone. 

Scarce had the first words of introductiui bees 
tittered, before the opposite door opened, and a bojr 
appwentlj of seven, and a g^rl of sixteen, rushed ia^ 
panting for breatb and seeming in afirigbt. 

"Sister went down to the river, and a painter 
chased her, and she is abnost scared to death," es- 
daimed &e boy. 

Tbe niddj, flaxeaJiaired girl stood full in view of 
ber terrible pursuer, leaning upon bis rifle, and sur- 
veying her with the most eager admiration. *'IU^ 
becca, this is young Boone, son of our nei^bor,'* 
was their laconic mtroduction. Both were joaogi 
beautiful, ajid at the period when the affections ezer- 
dse tbeir most energetic influence. Tbe circunc 
BtaBces of tbe introduclioQ were favorable to tbe 
result, and tbe young hunter felt that &e eyes of the 
deer Iwd thined bis bostmi aa fatally as his rifle shot 
bad ever the innocent deer of die thickets, ^e* 
too, when she saw the high, open, bold forehead; 
clear, keen, and yet gentle and aflectionate eye 
— tbe finn front, and the visibk impress of decision 
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and fearlessness of the hunter — when she interpreted 
a look, which said as distinctly as looks could say it, 
'how terrible it would have been to have fired!" 
can hardly be supposed to have regaFded him with 
indiSerence. Nor can it be wondered at that she 
saw in him her beau ideal of excellence and beauty. 
The inhabitants of cities, who live in mansions, and 
read novels stored with unreal pictures of life and 
(he heart, are apt to imagine that love, with all ita 
golden illusion?, is reserved exclusively for them. It 
is a most egre^ous mistake. A model of ideal 
beauty and perfection is woven in almost every 
youthful heart, ef the brightest and most brilliant 
threads that compose the web of existeqcc. It may 
not be said that this forest maiden was deeply and 
foolishly smitten at first sight. All reafonable time 
and space were granted to the chums of m^ddenly 
modesty. As for Boone, he was incurably wounded 
by her, whose eyes he had shinedf and as he was re* 
maricable lor the backwoods attribute of neoer being 
bealen out of his track, he ceased not to woo, until he 
g^ned the heart of Rebecca Biyan. In a word, he 
i-o(ij«*abRr successfully, and they weie monied. 
3» 
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CHAPTER II. 



fiaoM nmoTw to tin bvad mien of tlw Yadkin rivei^Ha ntsBti wM 
Ftnle;, wtao had cioshnI the moiuitaias inlo TiniMnee — The; vM 

to eiplon the wilderoem west of the Allegbaiuci together. 

' AiTBR his marriage, Boone's first step was to con 
■ider where he should find a place, in which he could 
unite the advaotages of fields to cultivate, and range 
for hunting. True to the impulse of his nature, he 
plunged deeper into the wilderness, to realize this 
dream of comfort and ht^piness. Leaving bis wife, 
he visitod the nnsettled regions of North Carolina, 
and selected a spot near the bead waters of the Yad- 
kin, for his future htnne. 

The same spirit that afterwards operated to take 
Mrs. Boone to Kentucky, now led her to leave her 
friends, and follow her husband to a region where 
she was an entire stranger. Men change their 
place of abode from ambitioD or interest; women 
from afiection. In the coune of a few months, Dan- 
iel Boone had reared comfortable cabins upon a 
pleasant eminence at a little distance from the river 
bank, inclosed a field, and gathered around him the 
means of abundance and enjoyment His dwelling, 
though of rude exterior, ofi^red the weary traveller 
shelter, a cheerful fire, and a plentifiil board, graced 
with the most cordial welcome. The faces that 
looked on him were free from the cloud of care, the 
constraint of ceremony, and the distrust and fear, 
with which men learn to regard one another hi the 
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midgt of the livaiiy, ccNnpettlion, aod acmmble of 
populiHiB dtiea. The spoUs of tiie chase gave rari- 
el7 to hiS' table, asd aibrded Boone aa exeose for 
devotiiig his Idsure hoon to his AiTOrite punait. 
The countrj around ^read an ample field for its 
exerctfe, as it was almost HBtotiobed by the axe of 
the woodsman. 

The lapse of a few yeai»— passed in the usefid 
and unpretending occupations of the husbandman-— 
brought no exteraal change to Daniel Boone, daser 
ving of record. His step was aow the finn tread of 
sober manhoodjand his purpose the result of matu- 
red reflectjcm. This influence of the pn^ress of 
time, instead t^ obliteratiDg the original impress <^ 
his chaja«ter, oaly sunk it deeper. The dwelMngi ~ 
of- immigrants were springing up in all directions 
around. Inclosares again begui to suiround him 
w every hand, shotting him out ihmi his accutomed 
haimts in the depths of die forest shade. He saw 
cultivated fields Btretching over large extents of 
counbj; aed in &e distance, villages and towns; and 
was made senable of Uieir train of>£mn8,and laws, 
and restrictiou, and bats, and bounds, gradually 
approaching bra habitation. He detennined again 
to leave diem iar befaisd. . His resolve was made, 
but he had not decided to what point he would toro. 
Circunutaaces soon occurred to terminate his ind^ 
cisioD. 

As early as 1760, the coootry west of the Cum- 
berland mountains was considered by the inhabitants 
of Carolina and Virginia, as involved in somediing 
of the same obscurity wt jch lay over the American 
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esDtiaentt' after ib flfal <iiscoTet7 bj Cuhimtm. 
Those who sprew) their sak to cran the sea, ami 
find aew sides, a tietr mhI, and mes io a new world, 
wen not deened mom daring b^ &eir brethien at 
bome, than tbe few hardjr adveatatier*, who strmcic 
wto the fntbleas foreits riietclui^ along tha frootiet 
eettlemeitts of the weitern coaotiy, were Citboated 
\j th«r Ciendi and nei^bore. Eren the moat io- 
fbrmed and inteBigeDt, where iofonnatioii and u>- 
teffigence were cultlTated, koew bo little of Ae im- 
nenae exteat t^ ctmatry, now designated as the 
^^MBnaappi Valle;," that a book, pobliriied neav 
the year 1800, in Ptuladelphia or New York, hy a 
■ writer of talent and standing, speaks of tho mam/ 
nouths of &e MiBeoori, as entering the Missis»p[a 
fir bekm t^ Ohio. 

The simple inmates of cabins, in the lenote rv 
poa bwdcring on ttie new cooDtrjr, knew still len 
about it; at thej had not penetrated its wilderness, 
and were destitute of diat general knowledge which 
prereDti the exercise of the exaggerations of vagne 
conjecture, ^ere was, indeed, ample ro«n fw titB 
indulgeiKe of specolstiMi upon the features hj 
which flie miexplored land was characterized. Iti 
mountains, plains, and streams, anknak, and men) 
were jet to be discovered and named. It might be 
found the richest land under the son, exhanstless in 
fertility, yielding the most valnablc productions, and 
Bulling in its resources. It was possible it would 
prove a sterile desert. Imagination could . not but 
expatiate in this unbounded field and unexplored wil> 
demess; and there are few persons entirely secure 
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Irom the isfluence of imagiBatiDn. The real d&a- 
ger atteoding the firet e^loration of a. country filled 
wid) wild animals and savagea; and the difficulty of 
carrying a Bufficieiit supply of amsiunitioD .to pro- 
cure food, during a. long joorney, nsceaiarily made 
OQ foot, had prevented any attempt oC tbe kind. 
The Alleghany inountainB had hitherto stood an un 
sannouDted barrier between the Atlantic country 
and the ahorei ofthe beaatiful Ohio. 

Not far from this period, Dr. Walker, an intelli- 
gent and enteiprising Virginian, collected a small 
party, and actually crossed the mountains at the 
CuBiberland Gap, after travemng Powell's valley. 
One of his leadiog inducements to this t<ttir, was the 
hope of making botanical discoveries. Tbe par^ 
crossed Cumberland rivof, and pursued a Qorth-eitst 
course over the highlands, which give rise to tbe 
sourceB of the lesser tributaries of ihe important 
streams that water die Ohio valley. They reached 
Big Sandy, after enduring tbe privations and fatigue 
mcident to such an undertaking. From this point 
they commenced their return home. On reaching 
t, they showed* no inclination to resume their at 
tempt, although the information thus gained respeo 
ting the countiy, presented it in a veiy favorable 
light. These first adventurers wanted the bardi- 
nood, unconquerable fortitude, and anwavering pur- 
pose, which nothing but death could aiTe^ that 
marked, tbe fuoneera, who followed in their footsteps. 
Some time elapsed before a second exploring ex' 
pedition was set on foot. Tbo relations of what 
these men had seen on ttie other side of the moiin. 
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taias bad anumed &e form ofTomaDCe, rather tiiaa 
re^ty* Hiuten, atone or in ptura, now ventured 
to extend their range into the sfcbts (^ the wilder- 
nesB, &as gradsallj enlarging the sphere of deStite 
conceptioBS,' reapccttng die country beyond it. 

In 1767, a backwoodsman of the name of Finley, 
of North Carolina, in compuiy witii a few kindred 
^rite resembliDg him m character, adrE^eed etill 
farther into the interitv of the ]and of promhie. It 
is probable, tbej chose tbe seasra of flowera for their 
enterprise; as on the retnm of this little band, a d&- 
scTiptioD of tbe soil tfaey hsid trodden, and the sigbts 
Ibey had seen, went abroad, that charmed all ears, 
excited all imaginations, and dwelt upon every 
tongue. Well might they so describe. Their coune 
lay through a portion of Tennessee. There is no6^ 
ing grand or imposing ia scenery — nothing striking 
or picturesque in cascades and precipitous declivities 
of mountains covered with woods — nothing roman- 
tic sad delightful in deep and sheltered valleys, 
Arough which wind clear streafna, which ia not 
found in this first region they traversed. The moun- 
tains here stretch along id continuous ridgci— and 
there shoAt up into elevated peaks. On tlie som. 
nuts of some, thread plateaus, wMch affimi the most 
commao^g prospects, cmd offer all advantages for 
cultivation, overhung by the purest atmosphere. No 
words can picture fte secluded beauty of some of 
tbe vales bordering the creeks and small streams, 
which dash transparent as Mr over rocks, moss-cov- 
ered and time-worn — walled in by the precipitous 
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Aiea of mouBtnins, down which pour numberless 
vrater&Us. 

The ECol is rich beyond any tracts of the same 
character in the west. Beautiful white, graj, and 
red marUei are found here; and soBietimes fine 
i^ccimens of rock-cryBtals. Salt springs abound. 
It has lead mines; and iron ore ia no where more 
abundant. Its salt-petre cares are most astonishing 
curioHtieB. One of them has been traced ten miles. 
Ano^r, on a high poiat of Cumberland mountain, 
has a pra^endicular' descent, the bottom of which 
has never been sonaded^ Tbej abound in prodi> 
gious raalted aparttnents and singular chambers, the 
roofs springing up into noble arches, or running 
along {or mileB in regular oblong excavations. The 
gloomy grandeur, produced by tjie faint illumina- 
tion of toichesin these immense subterranean retreats, 
may be imagined, but not described. Springe 
rite, and considerable streams flow through them, 
on smoo& limestone beds. 

This is ttie very home <^ subterranean wonders, 
riioning tbe noblest caves in the world. In com> 
paritwa with them, the celebrated one at Antiparoa 
is but a riight excavation. Spun of the -diountains, 
called the "Bnchantcd Mountains,'^ show traces im- 
pressed in the solid limestone, of tbe footstept of 
men, horses, and other animals, as distinctly as 
though they had been made upon clay mortar. In 
places the tracks are such as would be made by J ict, 
that had slidden upon soft clay in descending de- 
clivities. 

Prodigioys n^mains of animals are found noai lie 



UFB OF UAHUL BOOMS. 



•alincst Wb(4e trees are discovered con^letely 
petrified; and to crown the list of wonders, in turn 
ini; up the soil, graves are opened, wbict contain 
the skeletons of figures, who must hare been of ma- 
ture age. l^aiiitings of the Sun, mo(H>, aoiraals, and 
serpents, on high and apparentlj inaccessible clifb, 
out of <iuestion the work of fonner ages, in colors a« 
fi«A as if recently laid on, and in some instances, 
jusl and ingenious in delineatjon, are a subject of 
uatimg speculation. Even- the streams in this re- 
gion of wonders bare scooped out for thonselves 
immeusely deep channels hemmed in bj perpendic- 
ular walls of limestone, sometdmea springing up to 
B height of three or four hundred feet. As the 
traveller looks down upon the dark waters rolling 
BO far beneath him, seenuDg to flow in a subterra* 
nean world, he cannot but feel impressions of tb« 
grandeur of nature stealing over him. 

It is not to be supposed, &at persons, whose sole 
object in entering the country was to expk^e it, 
wnutd fail to note these surpriang traces of past 
races, the beautiful div^nty of the aspect of the 
country, or fhcse wonders of nature exhibited on 
every hand. Being neither incarious nor inctHo- 
petent observers, their delineations were graphic 
and vivid. 



They advanced into Kentucky so far, aa to fill 
th^r imaginations with (he fresh and luxuriant 
beau^ of ils lawns, its rich eane-brakes and flower- 
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tog forests To them it was a terrestrial panulise 
for it was Aill of game. Deer, elk, bears, buffiiloes, 
panthers, wolvei, wild-cats, and foxes, abounded in 
the Hack tangles of &e green can^ and in the 
open woods, pheasants, partridgeSjadMn^eys, wer« 
as plenty as domestic fowls in the old settlements. 

Such were &e materials, from which these hun- 
ters, on tiieir return formed descriptions that fixed in 
the remembrance, and operated upon the fencj of 
all who heard. A year' aifter Flnley's return, hk 
love of wandering led him into the vicinity of Dan- 
iel Boone. They met, and the hearts of tiiese kin- 
dred spirits at once warmed towards each other. 
Finley related his adventures, and pcunted the do- 
tights of Kain4uck-^cee — for such was its Indian name. 
Boone had hut few hur-breath escapes to recount, 
in comparison with his new companion. Bat it 
can readily be imagined, tiiat a burning sensattoo 
rose in his breast, like that of the celebrated pain- 
ter Correggio, when low-bom, untaught, poor and 
<testitute of every advantage, save that of splendid 
native endowment, he stood before the work of the 
immortal Raphael, and said, **! too am a painter!" 
Boone's purpose was fixed. In a region, such as 
Finley described, far in advance of the weuying 
monotony of a life of inglorious toil, he would have 
space to roam unwitnessed, undisturbed by these of 
Us own race, whose only thought was to cut down 
trees, at least for a period of some years. We wish' 
not to be understood to laud these views, as wise or 
just. In the order of things, however, it was neces- 
sary, that men like Finley and Boone, and their 



conqmuons, ebould precede ki the wildemen, U 
prepare the way for li»e ualttbides wliB would 8ooa 
foUow. It is probable, that no- motiTea b«t those 
ascribed to them, would have induced tbese adven* 
turers to fac«Ae biurddiipB aod ^tremes of s^ering 
from ezposore and bongu', and the peal of h£o, 
which they literacy curied in their hand. 

No feeling, bat a derotlMi to. their favorite pur- 
wits and modes of life, stronger thaa the fear ot 
. abandonment, in tbe interminable and pathless 
woods, to all forms of mis^ and death, could ever 
bare enabled them to persi^ in braving the danger 
aikt distress that stcu^d them in the face at evei^ 
advancing step. 

Finley was invited by Boone permanently to 
share the comfort of bis fir&^de^ — for it was now 
wint». It needs no exercise of fancy to coajecturs 
their subjects of conversation during the long eve* 
ning. The bitter wintry mad, burst upon their 
dwelling cmly to enhance tbe cheerfulness of tbe 
blazing fire in the huge chinmeys, by the contrast 
of the inclenteDcy of natufe without 

It does not seem natunU, at first thoijght, that « 
season, in which nature shows herself stem aai 
unrelenting, should he chosen, as that in which 
plans are originated and matured for settling tb« 
destiny of life. But it was during Hm winter, that 
Boone and Finley arranged all tbe preliminaries of 
their expedition, and agreed to meet on tbe first of 
May in the coming ^riog; and witii some others, 
wh«n they hoped to induce to join them for grc^r 
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atreagfli and saSakj, to sat forth togettver en an ex* 
peditioB iato Keotuckj. 

Boone's uray of argoments, to ibflBenoe tlioie 
whom he wished to ahare this diuTD^ eaterprfse 
With him, wag tinctured with the coloring of rude 
poetry. "They wwild ascend," he said, 'Hhe uft- 
named mountmns, wjiose green heads rose not faf 
from their former htmting^ounds, since fences and 
inclosures had begwa to surround tliem on all sides, 
aluittiBg Dp die hunter from his free range and sup- 
port The deer had &eA from the sound of the axe, 
which levelled the noble trees under whose shade 
fiicj couM repose from the fatigues of pursuit. 
The springs and streams ujnong the hills were bared 
to &e fierce Bttu, and would soon diy up and dis> 
appear. ; Soon 'the hMu would no more wake them ' 
Bp in the mom.' The sods of ^tbeir lore and pride, 
instead of being trained banters, with a free, bold 
step, frank kindness, true honor,'and a courage tbat 
knew not fear, would become men to whom the 
pleasures and dangers of their iathers would seem 
an idle t^e." The prospect spreadiog on the oth. 
er side of the mount^ns, he [dctured as filled mlh 
all the imi^es of abundance and freedom that could 
enter the thragfats of the hunter. The paintiags 
were drawn frcim nature, and the words few and 
ample, that spoke to the hearts of these sods of the 
forest. "The broad woods," he pursued, "would 
stretch beneath their eyes, when the mountain sum- 
mits were gained, one extended tuft of blossoms. 
The cane was a tangle of luxuriance, affording the 
richest pastures. The only pauis through it were 
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those made b; boffalBea aad hews. la &e shelter 
ed gtades, turkeys and lai^e wild birds were w 
abuBdaat, that a huater coold supplj himself in an 
hour for the waata of s week. They would not 
be found like the leaa and tough- ImHs va the old 
settlemente, tiiat lingered areund tbe clearingg and 
stumps of the trees, in the topmost of whone braocb- 
es the fear of man compelled ' them to rest, but 
young and full fed. The trees in this new land 
were of no stinted or gnarled growth, bat shot up 
taU, straight, and taper. The yellow poplar here 
threw op into the' air a colomo of an hundred fe6t 
■bail in a contest with the sycamore for the pre-em- 
inence of fee woods. Thwr wives and children 
would remain safe in their present homes, until the 
first dangers and fetigues of the new setdement 
had been met and overcome. When their home* 
were selected, and feeir cabins built, they would 
retnni and bring them out to their new abodes. 
The outward journey could be regulated by the on 
controlled pleasure of their more frail trsvelleis. 
What guardians could be more true than their hua^ 
bands with Uieir good rifles and the skill and de- 
termination to use them? They would depend, not 
upon circumstances, but upon feemsdves. The 
babes would exult in the arms of their motben 
from the inspiring influence of the fresh air; and at 
m'ght a cradle from the hollow tree would rock 
them to a healthful repose. The older children, 
training to the pursuits and pleasures of a life in 
fee woods, and acquiring vigor of body and mind 
wife eveiy day, in feeir season of prime, would foal 
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no shame that they had hearts softened b^ thcf warm 
current of true feeling. When their own Bilvei 
nairs lny thin upon the brow, and their eye was 
dun, and sounds came confused on their ear, and 
their step faltered, and their fonn bent, thej would 
find conuderation, and care, and tendeniess from 
children, whose breasts were not steeled by ambi- 
tion, nor hardened bj ayarice ; in whom the beau- 
tiful influences of the indulgence of none but natu- 
ral desires and pure affections would not be dead- 
ened br die selfishness, vani^, and fear of ridicK. 
that are the harvest of what is ci^ed civilized and 
cultivoied life." . Such at least, in af^ r life, were the 
contrasts that Boone used to preseiu between social 
life and that of the woodsman 
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CHAPTER HI. 



Boone, wit). Finli; and oUiera, alan on thdr eiploiing siqieditkiB -r- 
Boone kills a panlher in the night— Their pn^ress oser the moun- 
taina — They descend into the great mllej: — Description of the new 
coimnj — Herd! trf buffaJoes — Their wanderings in tlw wiWetness. 

The first of May, 1769^ Finley and Boone, with 
four othera, whoee names were Stewart, Holden, 
Moonej, and Cool, Mid who had pledged them- 
selves to the undertaking, were assembled at the 
house of Bootic, in readinesa to commence their 
journey. , It may be imagined that all the neigh- 
bors gathered to witeess their departure. A rifle, 
ammunition, and a hght knapsack were all the bag- 
gage with which they dared eacimiber themselves. 
Provisions for a few days were bestowed along with 
the clothing deemed absolutely necessary for cod> 
fort upon tiie long route. No shame could aitstch 
to the manhood and courage of Daniel Boone from 
the fact that teais,yTere said to have rushed to his 
eyes, as be kissed his wife and children before he 
turned from his door for the last time for months, 
^id perhaps forever. The nature of the pioneer 
was as gentle and aifectionate as it was firm and 
perseverii^. He had power, however, to send 
back the unbidden gush to its source, and forcibly 
to withdraw bis mind from enervating thoughts. 

Beside, the natural elasticity of his temperament 
aad the. buoyancy of his character came to his 
aid. The anticipation of new and strange inci* 



dents operated to produce in the minds of the tr- 
vellers, from^e commencement of the enterprise, a 
kind of wild pleasOre. 

With alert and vigorous steps the^ pursued a 
north-west course, and were soon beyond the reach 
of the most distant view of their homes. This daj 
Mid night, and the succeeding one, the scenes in 
view were familiar; but in the course of tiie four or 
five that followed, all vestiges of civilized habitancy 
had disappeared. The route laj through a solitary 
and trackless wilderness. Before them rose a line 
of mountains, shooting up against the blue of tiie 
horizon, in peaks and elevations of all forms. The 
slender store of food with which they had set out, 
was soon exhausted. To obtain a iresh supply was 
the first and most pressing want. Accordingly, a 
convenient place was selected, and a camp con- 
structed of logs and branches of trees, to keep out 
the dew and rain. The whole party joined in this 
preliminary arrangement. When it was so far 
completed, as to enable a part to finish it before 
night-fall, part of the company t*ok their rifles ana 
went in difierent directions in pursuit of game. 
They returned in time for supper, with a couple of 
deer and some wild turkeys. Those, whose bnsinesa 
it was to finish the camp, had made a generous fire 
and acquired keen appetites for the coming- feast. 
The deer were rapidly dressed, so far at least as to 
furnish a supper of venison. It had not been long 
finished, and the arrangements for the night made, 
before the clouds, which had been gathering black- 
ness for some hours, rolled up in immense folds from 
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the point, whence was heard the eudden bant of m 
furious wind. The lightning darted from aS qoai^ 
ten of &e heavens. At one moment eveiy object 
stood forth in a ^are of dashing light. The next 
the darkness might almost be f^t. The rain fell u 
ttHTents, in one a{^)«rentlj onfondceB sheet from the 
tky to the earth. The peals of thunder roQed at- 
most unheard amid this deafening rush of waters. 
The camp of the trareUers, erected with reference 
to the probabilit}' of snch an occurrence, was [da- 
ced onder the shelter of a hnge tree, whose branch- 
es ran out laterally, and were of a tliickness of fi> 
Hage to he almost imperviouB to the rain. To this 
happy |<iecaution of the woodsmen, they owed their 
escape from flie drenching of the dtower. They 
were not, perhaps, aware of the greater danger 
from lightning, to which tii^ positjoii bad exposed 
them. 

As was the oniversal custtan in cases like theirS) 
a wateh was kept by two, while the others slept. 
The watches w^-e reUeved several times during 
the night. About midnight, Boone and Holden 
being upon the watch, the deep stillnett abroad was 
broken by a dirill scream, resembling the ^liek of 
R frightened woman or child iB(»e aearly than any 
other sound. The two companions had been nt> 
ling in a contemplative mood, listening to fbe'deep 
broathing of the sleepers, when dus cry came upon 
their ears. Both ^rang erect. "What is thatf" 
exclmmed Holdeo, who was not an e^^oienced 
backwoodsman, in comparison witii (he others. 
"Hush!" answered Boone; "do not wake the rest 
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it is nothmg but th« cry oC a panther. Take yoor 
gtm and come with me." 

Thef aUAe geo^y from the camp aod tistencd in 
breathless utence for a repetition of the ciy. It 
was som repeated, iodicatiDg the place where tlie 
aaknal was. Grc^ng cautioustj through the bushea 
in its directioa, freqoeadj stopping to \ook ajroundf 
Mid holding titerr rifie» ready for an inriaDtanewis 
■hot, they drew near the formidable animal. At 
length tiiey discorcred at a little disSmce before 
tiiem, two baUs that glared with an intense bright^ 
ness, like that of Hvmg coals of fire. Boone, taking ' 
deliberate aim, in tiie best manner that the dark- 
new would permit, discharged his rifle. The ycU 
of pain trom the animal, as it was heard leaping 
among the undergrowth in wi opposite direction, 
satisfied Boone that his riiot had taken sufficient eA 
feet to prevent a second disturbance -from it, at 
least for &at night, and he returned to the camp 
wiUt his companion. The sleepers, aroused by the 
report of Ibe gun, were awaiting him. The ao- 
count of the adventure afforded speculation, toitcb. 
big Hie point, whether the animal had been killed 
or would return again. Early the next morning, 
mme were dispatched to bring in more game, while 
otiiers prepared and dried what had already been 
obtained. The whole day was spent in this ^ay, 
and the night following passed without any distor- 
bance. 

With &e first light of the suo on the succeeding 
morning, they threw their knapsacks over their 
■houlden, and leaving their temporal^ shelter to 
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benefit any who might come after thorn, teaumed 
their route. They had not proceeded far before 
an animal stretched on the g^und attracted atteo- 
tioD. It was a dead panther. By comparing the 
size of the ball, which had killed it, with those 
Bsed by Botme, the party were satisfied that this 
was the same animal he had shot the night after the 
atonn. 

During the day they began ihe ascent of the ridge 
of the Allegany, that had for some days bounded 
their view. The mountEunous character of the 
country, for some miles, before the higbest e]eya- 
tions rose to sight, rendered the travelling laborious 
and Blow. Several days were spent in this toilsome 
progress. Steep sununits, impossible to ascend, im- 
peded their advance, compelling them to turn aside, 
and attain the point above by a circuitous route. 
Again they were obliged to delay their journey for a 
day, iQ order to obtain a fresh supply of provisions. 
This was readily procured, as all the Tari£ties of 
game abounded on every side. 

The last crags and clifife of the middle ridges hiv 
ving been scrambled over, on the following morning 
they stood on the summit of Cumberland mountain, 
the farthest western spur of this line of heightc. 
From this point the descent into the great western 
iralley began. What a scene opened before them! 
A feeling of the sublime is inspired in every bosom 
EUEceptible of it, by a view from any point of theee 
vast ranges, of the boundless forest valleys of the ~~ 
Ohio. It is a view more grand, more hcaxt-stining 
thao that of the ocean. Illimitable extents of wood, 
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and winding river courses spread before them Kke 
n large map. "Glorious coantiy!" they cTclainied. 
little did Boone dream that in £%- years, immense 
portifHis of it would pass from the domain of the hun- 
ter — that it would contain fourmilUonaof freemen, 
and its waters be na^gated by nearly two Irandred 
steam boats, sweeping down these streams that now 
rolled through the unbroken forests before thebi. 
To them it stood forth an unexplored paradise of the 
hunter's imagin^^on. 

After a long {Kiuse, in tiioughts too deep for words, 
they began the descent, which was made in a much 
shorter time than had been required for tiie oppo- 
site ascent; and the explorers soon found themselves 
on the slopes of the subsiding hills. Here the hun- 
*er was in his element To all the party but FHnley, 
the bufi^oes incidentally seen in small numbers in 
die valleys, were a novel and interesting sight. It 
had as yet been impossible to obtain a shot at them, 
fivm th^ir distance or podtion. It may be imagined 
with what eagerness Boaae sought an opportunity to 
make im first essay in this excidng and noble species 
of hunting. 

The first considerable drove came in sight on the 
i^emoon of tiie day on which the traTcllers reached 
the foot of the mount^s. The day had been one 
of the most beautiful of spring. The earth was 
covered with grass of the freshest green. The rich 
foliage of the trees, in its varied shading, furnished 
its pordoD of the loveliness of the surrounding land- 
scape. The light of the declining son lay full on 
ttie scene of boundless solitude. The parly had de- 



rie«&d«d Into & deep ^es, «bicb iroBnd tlnn^tfav 
dpeniDg' between ffae faigblaads, rtiU ^rten^b^ « 
Kttb) ia advjuree of ^^ Tbej purmsd itt cenn* 
OQta it te^BiBated in a beaotiiiii little plaki. UfAs 
advaaoing isto this, tiiey foond fticBnehw te liiiKrea 
«f coAddemUs extent, aknoBl circslar in {mrn^ 
Iwunded oU «M h^ its circinnfereDce ij the Had 
«f hffls, fi<nn amoi^ which the; bad joBt eioetfsd* 
Tbi! ettier sectitMs of Oie csrcle wen marked hf 
(he fiffitge ^ wood that bm-dwud s streeua wtodia^ 
from the faiU^ at a eonetdembid' diitooce ah«va> 
Th6 hofiidoeB advanced from tbe Airt of wood, and 
Hie ptek was MMHi fifled by the BioTiDg BUM of tlMM 
bage animals. 

The exploi^g AdrestaMrt {leit^itAd'theataAfrM 
In danger of what ha* store ffittli Oilc« bi^peb«d la 
■fmilar sitnatiotia. The -ptospett seemed t« bo ttriK 
the; would he traiflpled nnder fte feet Of ^ ftCfr 
less and svmefixig body, to tbtsf Mtwiti^ ctftwwb 

*^ej'wiR not turn oat feftts," Said FMey; *'«id 
If we do iMrt conduct exactly rigbt, we riiaH b4 
(SftBbed ta death.** ' " 

The inexpeTienced adTenfaren bade hbtt dlrMC 
them in the emci^encj. Jnst as fbti fhtnC «f lUe 
phtdanx was wjdiin ^r( rifle dlstaoce, he Amltar- 
ged his riid and- brong^t down one of Che bslll^ 
ibat teemed fo be a file leader, by a baH^ beM«^ 
(behoras. "The nnwieldy animal frS. ThtfAnsi 
raiBed a deafening sort of b^Uow, lati became a^ 
rerted, as if transfixed to ^ e^tot. A meme&taiy 
confitsion of the mass b^ind eftsved. fittt, borvA 
along by tiie presbure of the nmltitndefl atill is tbo 
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iw, tbere waa a gradual psriing of die herd direct 
fiorathe froDt, irhere the fallea biifialokif; The 
divuptHHt once made, the chann broadened, vntil 
wben Uie wii^ pawed the traTellen, ibey were thir- 
ty joxAb trom the divisioDi od either hand* To pre- ' 
T«it the masaea yet btltind icom cloaUig their Ikiea, 
FiiUej to^ &e rifle of one of his conpanioas, aed 
lercUed another.. This cbdnged tl» pace of Um 
■^'"Tt' to a nmt> The last masseB sood thandered 
hjt and left them gazing in astoniahmeDt, not nn- 
TOxedwi&joj, in realiusg their ^sca^e. "Job of 
Vz,'* exclaimed Boone, "Iiad not larger droves of 
cattle tlian we. In feet, we leem to have had in thii 
inctuiice an abundance to a iault." 
. An this was an era in their adventnres, and an 
omen of the abundance of the yast regions of foreeti 
irttich thej had descried irom the-siisaBBtsof the 
mmintains, they halted, made a camp, and skinned 
ttie ""■TT'qJ", preserving the skins, fat, tongues, and 
ehoice [ueces. No epicnres ever feasted higher than 
tiieae adiletic and hungrjr hunters, as thej sat around 
tfieir evening fire, and commented up^n the ease 
with which thdr wants would be supplied in a coun- 
17 dioa abounding with such animals. 

After leasting agiun in the morning -on the spoila 
of the preceding day, and pacJdng such parts of the 
fjaifnalp as their probable necessities suggested, tbe^ 
commenced their march; and in no great distance 
xeacbed Red river, a branch of the Cumberland. 
They followed the meanders of this river for some 
iiule% oniil tbej reached, on the 7th daj of Jane, 
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J^le/'a former station, where his prece£iig explo- 
ratians of &e western country had temmialed. 

Their jonmey to this p(rint had lasted more thao 
amonth; and though the circumstaDces in which 
thej had made it, had been generally anspicioos, so 
long a route tiirough imknown forests, and over pre- 
dpitooa mountuns, hi&^rto untrodden by white 
men, cOidd not but hare been fotiguing in the eX' 
treme. None but mtch spiritB conld hare sustained 
their hardships without a purpose to turn back, and 
leare their exploration unaccompBshed. 

They resolred in this place to encamp, and re- 
main for a time sufficient to recruit diemselres for 
other expeditions and discoveries. The weather 
had been fbr some time past, and still remained, rainy 
and unpleasant; and it became necessary that their 
station should be of such a construction, as to secure 
&em a diy steeping place from the rain. The game 
was so abundant, that they found it a pleasure, rath- 
er than a difficulty, to supply themselves with food. . 
The buSaloea were seen like herds of cattle, dispersed 
among the cane-brakes, or feeding on the grass, or 
niminating in the shade. Their ridns were of great 
utili^, in iumudung them with moccasins, and many 
necessary articles indtspensahle to their comfortable 
■ubdstence at their station. 

What struck them with unfailing pleasure was, to 
observe tiie soil, in general, of a fertility without 
example on tiie other side of the mountdns. From 
an eminence- in the vicini^ of their station, they 
could see, as far as vision could extend, the beautiful 
oonntiy of Kdntncky. They lemarbed witii aston- 



53 un or Bijna. aottax. 

idunent the tall, gtnigbt trees, diWii^ tbe exaboTi 
aafr Boil, wholl/ clew from asj. otlter oadertniiati 
tbui tbe rich caDe-brskea^ tbe image of verduro and 
layuriance, or tall grass and clover. ■ Bowq tbe gui> 
tie slopes nHumured dear liiaestme brodcs. Fioley 
who bad B«Be tovch of scripture ksowledge, ex 
claimed in view of this wilderseat-paradite, so aban> 
dant in game and wild fowls, '^Thia wiMerness blo«> 
•mnsas the rose; and dteaedesdlate places areas th* 
^_garden of God." i 

''Ay," responded Boone; "and wbo would rentain 
cm tiie sterile june bilk of NorUi Carolina, to heai 
the screaming of the jay, and bow and thea bring 
downadeer tooteantehe eatent Tbiautheland 
of hooters, wbere man and beast will grow ta theii 
fuUsiKe.*' 

They ranged thnni^ Tarions ibrests, and crmse4 
the numerous streams of tbe.Ticimty. By following 
tbe paths of tb? buffittocs, bean, deer, and other ani* 
mals, they tUscorered dte Saline» or LUkt^ where 
salt is made ai tbe present day. Tbe paths, in ap- 
proaching the salines, were trodden as bard and 
smooth, as in the -ricinity of fbe fann-yards of ttte 
oiA settlem^tts, Booite, from the principle which ' 
[4aces tbe best pilot at die helm in a stoim, was not 
slow to learn from innumerable arcamstuM:es which 
would haye passed unnoticed hy a leas sagacious 
woodsman, ttwt, although tiie cooatry was not atia- 
ally inhabited by Indians, it was net tbe less a scene 
of strife and ctuabat for tbe pooessiou <^ sach rich 
hunting groonds by a great number <^ tribes. He 
VacoTered that it wat a common path to Uicm 
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fierce tribee; and noae the lew likely to expose 
them to &e da&gera of Indian warfare, because it 
was Qot claimed or inhabited by any parttcular tribe. 
Od die cootnuy, instead of having to encounter a 
•ingle tribe in pOBsesoon, he foresaw that the jeaJouBj 
of all the tribes woold be united against the new 
ntmden. 

These fearlen spirits, who were instincliTely im- 
bued yrilh an abhorrence of die Indians, heeded lit- 
tle, howerer, wbedier they had to make war on 
them, or the wild beasts. They felt in its fullest 
force tiiat indomitable elasticity of cbuucter* which 
causes the possessor, every wl^re, and in all forms 
of im^ined peril, to feel sufficient to themselves. 
Hence the lonely ' adventurers contiuaed fearlessly 
to explore the beaattful positions for settlements, to 
cross and name the rivers, and to hunt. 

By a happy fatality, through all tiie summer the; 
met with no Indians, and experienced no impedi* 
Blent in the way of the most successful hunting. 
During the season, they had collected large quanti- 
ties of peltries, and meeting with nodiiDg to excitt 
apprehendon or alarm, they became constancy mon 
delighted with the country. 

So passed their tune, until die 33d of December. 
After this period adventures of the most disastrous 
' character began to crowd upon them. We forth- 
with commence the narrative of incidents which 
constitute the general color of Boone's future life. 
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CHAPTER IV 



11m eiidonif panr diTide into diSi 

takm prinMn bj the ludiani, and Itaeii eacape — Booth mccu widi 
hi« alder taothn and anolher nbiu nun in the woodi — Stewart Ul* 
Ud b; Iha Indiana, nd the campanhm of tb« elder Boone detttojrad 
bj wdvea— The elder bnther lelumi u Nonb Canriina, iMvinf 
Boona alone in the irildemeH. 

In order to extend the meaiiB of gaining more 
exact infbrmatiOD vith r^ard to tiiis beautiful coun* 
iry, the psntj divided, and took diSerent directionB. 
Boone and Stewart formed one division, and the 
reniEuning three the other. The two former had as 
yet s^n few tluck forests. The country was mncli 
of it of that description, now known by the name of 
'^Barr^is," or open woods, which bad the appear- 
ance of having been planted out with trees at wide 
and regular distances from each other, like those of 
an orchard, allowing the most luxuriant growth of 
cane, grass, or clover beneath them. They now 
passed a wide and deep forest, in which the trees 
were lai^e and thick. Among them were muiy of 
&e laurel tribe, in full verdure in mid winter. Otb- 
ers were thick hung witii pernmmons, candied by 
the firost, nutritive, and as luscious as figs. Ottien 
again were covered widi winter grapes. Every 
thing tended to inspire them with exalted noticms at 
the natural resources of the country, and to give 
hirth to tiiose extrsvf^aat romances, which after^ 
wards became prevalent, as descriptions of Kea- 
tucky. Such were Finley's accounts of U—ylmmu 



wiach went abroad, and created eTcn in Eun^ itt 
/impresHOn oi* a kind of new £1 Dorado, or rathci m- 
ral paradise. Other and very diSerent scenes^ in do 
great length of time, disenchanted the new paradise, 
and presented it in the sober tr^ts of truth. 

Thej were never out of sight of buf&laes, deer, 
and tiu^Wfs. At oigbt-iall thejr came in view et 
Kentacky river, and adinired m nnsated astonish' 
ment, the predpices three hundred ieet high, at the 
foot of which, as in a channel cut out of the tdid 
limestone, rolled the darii waters of ^ j^euti^ 
stream. A lofty eminence was be&re then* TliiJih* 
iag it would aSori. tiicm a lar TJew of the memodoT' 
tngs of the river, they ascended it. . This espectvi 
tn»i was realized. A large extent of coiiBtry st|etehf. 
fd beneath them. Having surreyed it, th^ propox 
Kd to coaunence their return te rejoin their coof 
panioni. Afl &sy were kieurely descending th» 
hill, little dreaming of danger, the Indian yell boirt 
qpoD th«r ears. A numerous party . MT lodiana 
Sprang from the cane<brake, swKMmded, vanquisb^ 
•d, and bound them, before they had time to hava 
veofturse to their onns. The In^ana proceeded ta 
phmder them of their rifles, and every tlung in tbesr 
possesdOB but the moat ittdiBpensable articles of 
dress< They then led them (^ to theur evnp, lAeie 
tttey conHned (hen in such a maoow as effectuaHj 
^ prevent their eseape- 

Jiot kmoviqg a word i^ the q>eMli of their rap- 
ten, who kaew as little oi thein,< they were wbolfy 
ipunot of what fiUe awaited dwa. The Indiaaa 
MKl d^r Basnfaad titsm «ff r^idly towuds tb« 



■Drttt cw^ttltiag tbem to tnvel at a rate which 
was vjuxmv^ aaDojing to captives ia tbdr pre- 
(Ucain^t — ouoacled) la momentary apj>rehenii<») 
«f deaUi, and plugging deeper into &e mldemew 
in sdvqnciBg towiu^ ibe pemwineot altode of tbeir . 
HiTftge jqaetsie. It vas ,weU for tbem Aat thej 
wwe more atbtetic tfaaa the savages, ectnallr capa^ 
Ible of eodorutce, and a&ke iaetpabte of betraTiag 
grata*, lear, or evea marka of regret in tlieir coiia^ 
toiuice. Tbej luww epoa§^ (^ §BTftge modes to 
bewAie tiutt &e leatt indicatitxu of weaiiaew, and 
iiwbility to [woeeed, woold have brought the bana- 
hawk aad^Bcalpinf^B)& npoa Husir ikoUs — ^weap<m« 
witii which dtej went Aiu early nipplied from I>a> 
frutt They therefore poshed re&ohitely <«, with 
ebecrAil coontenaiieea, watching the while witii in- 
tBBse euneBtnew, to catch from the ugm and ge»> 
torn of the lodiuis, what ^^ their paipo«e in re- 
gard to their iade. By &6 second day, Qiey com- 
prehentied the words of moet frequent recarr«ice im 
ttte disGUsaitm, that took place revpecting them. 
Part, they perceived, were for putting them to deatii 
to prevent their escape. The ottier portion advo- 
cated their being, adopted inbi &e tribe, and do* 
neatieated. To give efficacy to the connsels of 
tiiese last, the captives not only concealed every 
trace of cbagiio, but diaiemhled cbeeriblneas, imd 
aifected to Uke their new mode of life; and seemed 
as happy, and as much amused, as the Tn ^Jiftn * thenK 
Slaves 
Foftunatdy, thei^ previous modes of life, and » 
. iMt tbeir actool ^iitodes aad prc^ieMit)MW<K)dei«- 
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iiilly qoalifted them, >!<>»£ ^'^ *^*^ rectdeas cow- 
age and elaaticit7 of character, to eaact this difficult 
part with a sQccess, which completely deceived the 
Indians, and gave the entire ascendency to the ad- 
idce of those who proposed to spare, and adc^t then 
oto their tribe. Lulled by diis 8emblaDce,the cap- 
tors were less and less strict in &elr guard. On the 
seventh night of tfa^ captivity, the savages, having 
made a great fire, and fed plcntifiillyj all fell into a 
sound sleep, leaving thor prisoners, who a^cted to 
be as deeply asleep as.themselvea, wholly unguarded* 

It need hardly be said, that the appearance of con- 
tent ihey had wocn, was mere outward show; itnd 
that they slept not. Boone slowly and cautiously 
raised Mmself to a dtting posture* and thus remained 
a few m<Mnents to mark, if his change of position had 
been observed. One of the sleepers turned in hit 
sleep. Bo4Hie instantiy dropped back to his recum- 
b»it posture and semblance of sleep. So he re- 
mained fifteen minetes, when he once mtuv raised 
himself, and continued sitting for some time, withmit 
noting a movement among tiie slumbwers around 
him. He then ventured to communicate his pu^ 
pose to his companion. 

The greatest caution was necessary to |»eveat 
disturbing the savages, as the slightest noise would 
awake them, and probably bring instant death upon 
the ct^tives. Stewart succeoded in placing him. 
self upon his feet without any noise. The compaa- 
iwiB were not &r apart, but did not dare to whisper 
to each otho* ^ thtmght that occurred alike to 
bodi — tiiat, flhoold ttiey escape without rifles and 



[, titej mari certainly die of hnager. The 
place where tiieir rifles stood had been carefully 
Dotedbj them, and by groping their way with the 
utmost care, they finaJJy reached them* Fortu- 
nately, the equipments, containing the usual simply 
of powder and ball, were near the rifles. The feel- 
ings with which Boone and Stewart stole forth from 
the circle of their captors may be imagined. They 
made their way into the woods tiirough the darkness, 
keeping close together for some time, before they ex- 
changed words. 

It was not iar irom morning when they began 
their atten^t at escape; hot they had made cod- 
oderable progress from the Indian encampment be- 
jbre ttie dawn. They to<^ their course wi& the 
first light, and pursued it the whole day, reaching 
their camp without meeting with any accident. As 
the eun was declining, forms were seen approach* 
ing the camp in the distance. The uncertain lig^t 
in which they were first ridble, rendered it impos- 
nble for Boone and Stewart to determine whether - 
they were whites or Indians; but they ^^oped their 
rifles, and stood ready for def^ince. The fonns con- 
tinoed to approach cautiously and dowly, until 
they were within speaking distuice. Boooe then 
hailed them with the challenge, "Who comes 
there!" The delight may be imagined with which 
Boone and Stewart heard the reply of "White men 
and friend!" "Come on &en," said Booae. The 
next moment he found himself in the aims of his 
brother, who, accompaaied by a single companion, 
bad left North Carolina, and made his way all th« 
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diitanee from dw YodloQ to tfae Camberiaod 
llief had beeo wandering many Axj» in the woods, 
in pursuit of Boone and faia party, and had thua 
providentially fallen upon them. 

Notwi&ctaading the damp wfai<;h it mtut cost on 
ttie E|Hrits of these new adventurers to hear <rf the 
recent captivity of Boone and Stewart, and the un* 
certain fyOx of the rest of the company, &is joyoui 
meeting of brothers uid friends in the wilderaewt 
and this intelligeoce from home, filled the partiM 
with a joy too nncere and unalloyed to be repressed 
by apprehensions for the future. 

The four associates commenced l^e uaoal ocgi> 
patioB of buntiDg, but were soon alumed by ugns 
of the vicinity of Indians, imd clear ptoo& that they 
were prowling near them in the woods. These 
circumstances strongly admoni^ed them not to 
Tentare singly to any great distance from each 
other. In the ei^emess of pursuing a wounded 
bnfialo, Boone and Stewart, however, ^owed them' 
selves to be separated from their companions. 
Aware of their imprudence, and halting to return, 
a party of savages rushed from the cane-brake* and 
discharged a shower of arrows nprai them, me of 
which laid Stewart dead on Ae ^pot. The first 
purpose of Boone was to fire upon* them, and sell 
his life as dearly as possible. But rashness is not 
bravery; and seeing the munbers of the foe, &e 
hopcleaness of resistance, and the useieauiess of 
bartering his own life for the revenge of inflioting 
B sing^ death— reflecting, moreover^ ca the retalia- 
tion U would probably bring down on Qie remaii^ 
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der of his cunpAnMos, he retreated, aad OMapedj 
aiudst a fli^ of utowb, in mfety to the camp. 

One would have sopposed that this party would 
bare aeeded do man mosition to keep them togeth- 
er, and always on their guard. But, foi|;etful of 
the iate of Stewart, the partner of the elder Boodoi 
who bad receatlj arrived, allowed hlBwelf to be be- 
guiled awaj Irom the two Boones, m they were 
hu&titig together. The object of bi§ corioaty was 
of little importance. Id pinsuit of it, he wandered 
into a Bwan^T tmd was lost. The two brothers 
■ought him, k«g and painfully, to no purpose. 
Discouraged, and perhaps exasperated in view of 
his careless impmdence, ihtj finally conclodcd he 
had chosen that method o{ decertiug them, and had 
set oat tta bis retani to Nortfi Carolina. Under 
sach inqrresuoBS, they relinqui^ed tbe search, and 
returned -to camp. They had reason afterwwds to 
repent thdr banh erthnate of his iutentioBs. Frag- 
ments of bis clothes, aad traces of blood were found 
on die oppoute side of the swampk A nmneroos 
pack of wolves had been heard to howl in ttiat di- 
rection the evening on winch he had been lost* 
Circumstances placed it beyond a doubt, that, while 
If andering about in sewcb of bis companions, these 
terrible animak had come upon him and torn bim 
ID pieces. He was never heard of afterwards. 

The brothen were thus left alone in this wide 
wiMemeas, the only' white men west of the moun- 
tains; as th^ concluded the remainder of tbe ori- 
ginal par^ had letoined to Jiot& Carolina. But 
6 
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fliej wen ntiOnr desponding nor indolent. Thej 
held pleasant communion together — hunted by day, 
cooked Iheir game, sat by their bright fires, sod 
■uDg the airs of their coun^ by ni^t, as though 
m (he midst of the gayest society. They devoted, 
beride, much of their time and labor to [Hvparing a 
comfortable cabin to shelter them during the ap- 
proaching winter. 

They were in want of many things. Clotting 
and moccasins they might supply. With bread, 
sugar, and salt, though articles of the first necessity, 
they could dispense. Bat anunnnition, an article 
absolutely indispensable, was failing; them. They 
concluded, too, that horses would be of essential 
service tothem. They finally came to tiie resolu- 
tion that (he elder Boone should return to Nortii 
Carolina, and come out to the new conntiy with 
ammunition, horses, and supplies. 

The character of Daniel Boone, in consenting 
to be left alone in that wilderness, surrounded by 
perils from the Indians and wild beasts, of which 
he had so recently and terribly been made aware, 
appears in its true light. We have heard of a 
Robinson Crusoe made so hy the necesst^ of ship* 
wreck; bat all history c^ scarcely paralld another 
such an instance of a man voluntarily consenting 
to be left akme among savages and wild beasts, 
seven hundred miles from the nearest white inhabi* 
tant. The sepuvtion came. The elder brother 
disappeared in the forest, and Daniel Boone was 
left in the cabin, so recently cheered by the presence 
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of bis brother, enttrdy alone. Their oalj dog fol- 
lowed the departing broftier,and Boooe had nothiog , 
Irat his unconquerable spirit to sustain him during 
the long. and lonel; dajs and nights, visited hy Hie 
lemembrance of his distant wife and children. 

To prevent the recarreuce of dark and lonely 
thoughts, he set out, soon after his brother left him, 
oa a distant excursion to the north-west The 
couDtiy grew still more channiog under tns eye at 
evei; step of his advance. He wandered throu^ 
the delightful country of the Barrens, and gained 
ttie heights of one of the ridges of Salt river, whence 
he could look back on the Alleghany ridges, hiting 
ttieir blue heads in the direction of the coimtry of bis 
wife and children. Before hint rolled the majestic 
Ohio, dovrn its dark forests, and seen by him for the 
first time. It may be imagined what thoughts came 
ever his mind, as the lonely hunter stood on the 
shore of this migb^ stream, str^ning his thougbts 
towards its sources, and the unknown country where 
it discharged itself into some other river, or the 
sea. Duiing this journey he explored the country 
on the south shore of the Ohio, between the Cud>> 
berland and tiie present site of Louisville, ezperi 
enciog in these lonely explorations a strange, pleas* 
lire, which, probably, none hut those of his tempera- 
ment cim adequately imagine. 

Returning to his cabin, as a kind of head quarters, 
ha found it undiatnrbed by the Indians. Cantion 
•Hggested to him the expedittt of often chan^ng 
luH pontkn, and not cootinuiiig pennaoeatir to 
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ileepintlteeabiB. Sonefiine»beikptlA the tivnCM 
brake, Mmetima under the ctirert of a fimertODS 
difi^ often made aware on Ms retoni to tb.& caMtt 
diat the lediaiu had ducorered it, and -viAUi it 
daring his aba«ice< SarroaiHted irith dangm aitd 
death, tboagh ioBesiible to few, he negkcted none 
of tiiose pradent precautioiH of whkh men of l)il 
temperameBt are mach mote aUe to bViuI &eiit> 
•dvea, than thoae alwajfs fOreetatiag tbs iasbkAi tff 
uncertain enb. He was, however, nerer for aft 
hour in want of the most ample npply of fo«d« 
Herds of deer and bn^^oet were tfetAvax oat e^ bttf 
tif^t ibr a dsf toother. Hi* nights were eften dis- 
turbed b^ the hOwM^ of wolres, viieh abounded 
umucbastfieo&erfbregt aaimak. HbtaUetblO 
abondaotiy spread in iiu> inildemeffi, and cTeiy 
etaaaaa, i^fording new ticna ei ttte beautifU bjS^ 
tildes, he aaed to affirm afterwards that this period 
inuaoKHigfte ht^iest ikIhs life; thatdiHing tt, 
awe and BidnNhtd^, and a paiofid sense of lo&efi 
Desi, were afike anknows to him< 

We most not, borrerer, soppose that &e lonely 
boater was capable only of feeling the (tern aitd 
■idlen pLeasnm of the aarage. On the eontrarfy 
ne was a man of the UndHest mixsxe, and of &» 
tendered affection We bare read <rf verses, ta 
K>lid columns, said to have b«en made by him^ W« 
woold be sorry to beUeve him the aatbtv of thee 
verseif for they would redaund Mttla to Us hottor a» 
a poet Bat, though we beHere he did not atteeqit ^ 
tontake bad tmmi, the woadnoan was eawaft^ 
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a poet. He loved nature in all her aspects of beau- 
ty and grandeur with the intensest admiration. He 
never wefiried of admiring the charming natural 
landscapes spread before him; and, to bis latest 
days, his spirit in old i^e seemed to revive in Qie 
season of spring, and when he vidtcd the fires of the 
■ugar camps, blazing in the open maple grovei. 
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CHAPTER V. 



BaSM m pormtd bj ttia Indiang, and dudn thek pumnt— Hi 

UTS and kilto a bo»i— .Th* reiura of hk brothBr nith 

Thej explore die countij — Bood« kills s panther on tlio back of * 

bnllUa^'niey retum to Nonh Can^na. 

Boom's brodier had departed on the first of M^. 
Daring Out period of his absence, which lasted on- 
tjlthe ttrentj-second Q(3u\y, be considered himself 
ttie only white person west of the mountains. It is 
tme, some time in this jaai, (1T70,) probably in the 
latter part of it, an ei^loring party led by General 
James Knoi, crossed the AUe^any mountains. But 
Ma eifiloring expeditiOD confined -its discoveries 
principally to the country soulh and west of the nv 
er Kentucky. This exjJoradon was desultoiy, and 
without much result. Bcxme never met witii them, m 
knew that they were in &e country. CocBequently, 
m regard to hit own eatimation, he was as complet»' 
ky alone is tha anezplored world, as though they 
had not been there. / 

He Bever idlowed himself t|> neglect his caniioD 
Ln ro^ct to the ntmenms savages spread over tiio 
country. He knew that he was ei^osed eveiy mo 
neat to the danger otialling into their hands. The 
fate of Stewart had served as a warning to him. It 
is wonderful tiiat he should have been able to tniv- 
ose such ah extent of eoonby as he did, and lire ia 
't so m-wr montiia, and y^ emds diem. It reqai- 
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red no little ingenuity and self'poaesakm to take 
such measures as insured t\aa good fortune. 

About mid-day, near the close of the month of 
June, he paused in one of his excursions for a short 
time under flie shade of a tree. As he looked cau- 
tiously around him, he perceived four Indians ad- 
vancing openly towards him, but at a cooaderable 
distance, and apparently without having yet seen 
him. He did not delay to recommence his course 
through the woods, hoping by short turns, and eon- 
cealing himself among the hills, to prevent an ei^ 
cosnter with them, as tiie chance of four to one wbm 
too great an odds against him. He advanced in thil 
way one or two mUes^ but as be cast a glance be- 
hind, he saw, with pain, that they sedoloosly fol - 
lowed in his trail at newly their first distance, low- 
ing the same perseverance and sagaci^ of pursuit 
with which a hound follows a deer. ^Vlten he fint 
perceived Ihem, he was in such a p(»itiott diat he 
could tee them, and yet remain himself unseen. He 
was convinced that they had not discovered his pep* 
■on, although BO closely pursued by them. Butbowto 
throw them off his trail, he was at a loss t6 conjee* 
ture. He adopted a number of expedients in succes- 
non, but saw the Indiana still on the track behind. 
Suddenly a method occurred to his imag^tiui, 
which filially proved successfuL I^ai^e grape vines 
swung irom the treesin all directions anrand him. 

Hastening onward at a more n^id pace, until be 
passed a hill that would serve to conceal him for a 
few momenb, he sdsed a viae raffidentiy tUong to 

iport his wei^t; and disengaging it from die roots* 
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kfimbed it a few feet, by bracing against die tree ta 
wbicfa it was attached. When he ha^l attained the 
necessary height, he gave himself so strong an im 
pulse from the tree, that he reached die ground somft 
yards from the spot where he left it. By this expe- 
dient he broke his trail. 

Resumiog bis route in a coarse at right angles 
fix>m that he had previously followed, as last as pos- 
nble, he finally succeeded in entirely distancing bis 
pursuers, and leaving diem at fault in pursuing his 
tr^ 

Boone soon aflier this met widi a second adven- 
ture in which be actually encountered a foe scarce- 
ly less formidable than the savage. Rendered doubly 
watchful by his late escape, none of the forest soimds 
escaped his notice. Hearing the approach of what 
be judged to be a large animal by the noise of itg 
movement through the cane, he held his rifle ready 
for instant use, and drew from its sheadi a long and 
sharp knife, which he always wore in his belt. He 
determined to try the efficacy of his rifle first. As 
the ammal came in sight it proved to be a she bear. 
They are exceedingly ferocious at all times, and 
their attack is dangerous and often iatal; bat par- 
ticnlarly ao, when they are surrounded by their cabl, 
as was the case in diis instance. 

As soon as the animal perceived him it gave indi> 
cations of an intention to make batUe. Boone lev- 
elled his rifle, and remained quiet, until die bear was 
mfficiently near to enable him to shoot with efiect. 
b general his aim was sure; but this time the ball 
did not reach the point at which he had aimed; and 
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the woondit inflicted only serred to render th« ani- 
nud mad wiffi rage and pain. It was impoa^bJe for 
him to reload and dischai^e his gun a second time 
before it wonld reach him; and jet he did not rel- 
ish the idea of grappling with it in cloae fight. W» 
knife wat the resource to which he instantly turned. 
He held it in his r^ht band in snch a pondon that ibe 
bear could not reach big person without receiving 
its pcnnt His rifle, held in his left band, served ai 
a Und of riiieU. Thm prepared, he awaited the 
cutset of the ftmnidable animaL When witiun a 
foot of him, it reared itself erect to grasp him iridi 
its huge paws. In this poutioo it pressed upon the 
knife until the wb<rfe blade was buried in its body^ 
Boone bad poiated it directly to tbe heart of the an 
Imal. It fell faarmlesB to tiie ground. 
- Hie time fixed for the return of his brodier was 
drawing near. Extreme B<^citnde respecting htm 
now disturbed the hittierto even tenor of his life. 
He remmned most of his time in his cabin, butting 
DO more than was necessary for subsistence, and then 
in tiie direction in which his brother would be Hke- 
ly to aj^oach. It was not doubt of his iROther't 
compliance with his promise of retnm, that disturb- 
ed the woodsman— such a feeling neTereven entei^ 
ed his mind. He was confident be would prove 
ifeithiiil to the tnirt reposed in him; Wt the difficult 
ties and dangers of the way were so great for a soli- 
taiy individual upon the route bef<H« him, that 
BoMie feared be might fall a victim to titem, not- 
witbrtandiBg tiie utmost exertim «f sel^po«eariw> 
and fortitude. 
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Dm/ after day pasted, after the extreme lunit of 
(be p^iad fixed hj the elder Boene for hu leturD* 
and still he came not. It may be imagined tluit 
Boone had need of all the finnaesa and philosophy 
of character^ with which he was so largely endowed 
b; nature, to sustain him under the pressure- of anxi 
e^ for the safety of bis brother, and to hear through 
him tuna his family.' He suffered, too, from th« 
conviction fliat be must soon starve in the wilder 
ness himsell^ as bis ammumti<Hi was almost goac. 
He could not hope to see his family aguii» unless 
his bn^er or some other person famished him the 
means (^ obtaining food on his way to rejoin &em* 
Hia rifle— his dependence fin: subastence and de* 
fence — ^woold soon become entirely useless. What 
to others would have been real danger^ ^nd trials— 
a Bolitaiy life in the wilderness, exposure o tti» at- 
tacks of the savages and wild beasts — were regard- 
ed by him aa nothiim; hat here he saw Kimylf 
driven to the last eztremi^, and without resource. 
These meditHtions, although they made him thoa^ht- 
ful, did not di^iri'' hiak His spirit was unconquer- 
able. He was rattmg oiu. svening, near sonset, at 
the door of his cabin, indulging in reflectiCHiB natu- 
rally arising from his podtion. His attention was 
withdrawn by a sound as of something approaching 
tluough the f<»est. Looking ap, he saw nothing, 
out he arose, and stood prepared for defence. He 
could now distinguish the sound as of horses ad- 
vancing directly towards the cabin. A muuent 
aflerwards he taw, ttirongh the ■ trees, hb brother 



nnnted «D4ie bvne, and leadiag aitatiier beanly 
ladea. 
li mt^A be «ekH to atto^ to deecribft M« 

teOMtiMis at thb sight. Eveiy oae triU feel in* 
•Uatly, bow it Haet bare 'operated opsa lA tfa« 
fonrces «£ ymf. Afere aosuxed happiaew w s«ld(nt 
c^jcfed OB tbe en^ tban dmt, in wbit^ 1^ bro* 
tbers !f>eiit dm 6r^»a^, His braver broagbt bin 
^ood neivs «f tin heaith aiMl vHJwne «f his AuniJft 
and of the aAectiotwte remembrutce is whttA h* 
WM hdd bf tbem; and u sbmdaat «tpply of am- 
■wunfiaa, haaie maayoth&r arlklw, ti»t ia bk 
■jtwatioi], might be deemed Icncaiies. The broken 
talked «Ter MttAr «ipf«r, «itd untS latf at night, for 
l^y had much to rdate to each «ther, aad b«A 
Imd bee* debarred (he fdeaeure sf cvavenatlM s6 
(•ng that !t ns* eeetned ae tiiongh thcj <xMdd aevet 
Wvaif «f it The eia irdB high wb^ they awoke 
tlie Mlowlng mormng. AAcr breabfest, thcj held 
a canfiultatMw irith reject t» what was next to bh 
dene. F?«bi efaaerve&in, Baodc was satiefied that 
asmbera of Indians, is, etoafl partiea, Were then ia 
the ncighlmrtMod. He 4cnew it was idle, to suppose 
4hat tw« men, however brave aad skiUiil is tiie use 
of thfir weapons, coald snirtre long in oppositioa 
tethcfli. He fdt the impolicy of wasting mora 
time in roaming over the oovntry for the mere pur* 
pose of hunting. 

He proposed t6 his brother that they BbouH im- 
mediatcty set themselves seriously aboat sdecting 
the most eligible spot oa which penrjanently to fix 
Wi famty. This dohe, they woaW return together 
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to Nertti CardiDB to bring them oat to the Dew 
conntij. He did not doubt, tb^ he coold indace a 
Mffideot Domber'to acconpuij Um, to raider a 
randeoce in it comparatively nfe. Tbet tiiey 
nigld accwDaplish this purpose wltit u little d^r 
at pOEBUe* thej [voceeded Ae remai idw of dkt 
day to hOnt, aad pr^are food sufficieDt fiw Btane 
Gme. The following daj the; completed the n» 
ceoary arraagement, and settled every thing for do- 
partnre on the next mailing. 

Thej Erected their course fo Cumberland river. 
' Id common witti. ay explorer* of onknown coun 
tries, fliey gave names to ihe stFeana wliich they 
crossed. After reaching Cnmberland river, they 
braversed the region upon its banks in all directiuu 
Jbr some days. Thence Diey todc a more nortfaen 
routes which led them to Keatncky river. The 
countiy around ttie latter river delighted them. Its 
•nl.and portion were soch as itej sought; and ther 
determined, that hcra should be &.e location of the 
new settlement Having acqiuunted themselves, 
as &r as they doaened necessary, widi the charao 
ter of the. region to be revinted, fheii returning 
foumey was recommenced. No incidents, but such 
M had marked all the period of their joumeyings 
in the wilderness, the occasional encounter of Indi- 
ans by day and the cries of wild beasts by night 
had happened - to them, during their last expk> 
nttioD. 

Upon the second day of their advance in the di- 
rectioB of their home, they heard the iqiproach of 
a drove of buffaloes. The Iwothers remarked, tiuit 
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Aeili the soise there must be ui inmense number^ 
or aome uDcommoa c(»ifiisi(»i aipong diein. As the 
bufialocB came in view, the woodamen saw the ex- 
• plaaatioo of the unusual uproar in a tnoment. The 
herd were in a perfeiA fury, stamping the ground 
and tearug it up, end rushing back and forward 
uptm one another in all directions. A panther hRd 
seated hims^ upon the back of one of the largest 
buffaloes, attd fastened his elaw^ and tee&.into the 
flesh of the animal, wherever he could reach it, un- 
til the blood ran down on all sides. The move- 
ments of a powerful amniiU, under such suffering, 
may be Imagined. But plunging, rearing, and run- 
ning were to do purpose. The panther ret^ned its 
seat, and continued its horrid work. The buffalo, 
in its agony. §ought relief in the midst of its com- 
paoioDS, but losteftd of obtiuning it, communicated 
its fury to the drove. 

The tFaveDers did not care to approach the buf- 
faloes too closely; but Boone, picking the flint of 
his rifle, and lookiag carefully at the loading, took 
aim at the panther, determined to displace the mon- 
ster from its seat It happened, that the buffiilo 
continued a moment in a position to allow the dv* 
charge to take cflect The panther released its 
hold, and came to the ground. As generally haj^ 
pens in such cases, this herd was followed by a 
band of wolves. They prowl around for the re- 
mains usually fbund in the train of such numbers 
iif animals. Another rifle was discnarged among 
Ihem, for the sport of seeing th«n scatter tbro'igh 
the woods. 
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The brothers left such traces — or blazes as the; 
are techaicall/ called — of their course, as they 
thought would enable them to find it again, until 
they reached the foot of the mountains. They tri- 
ed various ascents, and finally diacovercd a route, 
which, with some labor might be rendered tolerably 
easy. 'They proposed to trossthe familieB here, and 
blazed the path in a way that could not he mista- 
ken. This important point settled,- they hastened 
to Uio settlement, which they reached widiout oc- 
ciileat. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Boooa siBrti with hii family to Eer.tucky — Tbeirtclum a> Clinch rivir 
— Ha conducu a pulf af nrttjoa a the Fatli (rf Ohio — He help* 
buUd BaofMrtxHoi^ and lenovM hn bnulf to ibe Ihrt— Hii daii|b> 
tac and two at Col. Calloway'i daughlen (akea priioMn b; lb* 
lutliuH — Tbej punue the Jndiaoi and ntoua ihg capiiTot. 

The next step was to collect a sufficient number 
of emigrants who would be willing to remove to 
the new country with the families of the Boones, to 
give the settlements security and strength to resist 
the attacks of the Indicuis. This was not an easjr 
task. It amy be readily imagined that ^e Boones 
saw onlj the bright dde of the contemplated expe- 
dition. They p^unted the fertility and amenity of 
the flowering wilderness in the most glowing colors. 
They described the cane-brakes, the clover and 
grass, the transparent limestone springs and brooks, 
the open forests, the sugar maple orchards, the buf- 
faloes, deer, turkeys and wild fowls, in all the fer\'id 
colors of their own imaginations. To them it was 
the paradise of the first pair, whose inhabitants had 
only to put forth their hands, and eat and enjoy. 
The depredations, captivities, and scatpings, of the 
Indians; the howling of the wolves; the diseases, 
I and peculiar trials and difficulties of a new country, 
I without houses, mills, and the most indispensable 
BSaries of civilized life, were all overlooked.- 
But in such a case, in a compact settlement like 
that of the Yadkin, there are never wanting gain- 
(ayers, opposers, gosnps, who envied the Boonci. 



Tfaeae caused thoae di^osed to the enterpriiR to 
hear ^ other |Kirty and to ccmtemplate ^ other 
side of the picture. They put stories in circula- 
tim as doquent as tliose of the Booaes, whitdi told 
of aU the scal{nngB, captivities, and rattrders of the 
Indians, magnified in. a tmfold proportion. With 
ttieiB, the savages were l&e the ogre* and bloody 
giunts of nnraery stories. They had pleasaat tdea 
of horB'SoakeB, of such deadly maligmty, that A» ' 
tbom in their tails, stmck into the lai^t tree in 
fell venhire, instantly blasted it. Tbey'scented ia 
die air of the country, deadly diseases, and to tliem, 
Boone's paradise was a Hitmom, the vaiUj/ of Uu 
ihadon of death. 

The minds of the half resolved, half doubting 
^rsoBi, that meditated emigration, vibiated alte^ 
Bf^y backwards and Ibrwards, indiued ordisiB- 
«lined to it, according to the last view c^ the case 
^resented to dieni. But the natural love of adven> 
6ire, curiosity, foodness for the hunting life, dissat* 
it^tion with the incessant labor necessary for anb- 
ostence on their pres^it comparatiTely sterile soil, 
joined to the confident eloquence of the Boonei, 
prevailed on four or five families to join them in tiie 
eirpediticsh 

All the necessary arraDgetBenta of prepariag fiw 
this distant expedition, of makfiig aalea and pwchap 
ses, had eceupied nearly two years. The expedi- 
tion conunenced its maidi on the 36tli of Septem- 
ber, 1773. They all set fortii wiUi confident ^rits 
fw the weatem wildemew, and were jmned by forty 
(tenoni in Powell** Valley, a settlement in advance 



•rtbat m ^ Yadkin, toiraids^weatmi e«an«ry;. 

MtM. ' 

Tbe tftfea fm>cipaJraBg<M of tbe ASe^tasoj^ ovtit 
which tlief mast pasa, were dni^wted BP*vdr% 
WaHeulB, xBi CwBoberlaaA. ThsK VKXBrtuirt 
g tin banier between tbe eld ae^ementi rad 
r eecBiti7, stretdifreDi the nwtb^aM to ttie 
aaaO^weat, The; »« ef great le^tfa and l»cad% 
and not fiur frtant frem eacb e41ier. These are 
aatiue^wtiied paa^et ever them, whkh le&der th# 
aacekt conqtarBtirel^ easj. The aipect ef tbea* 
h^;e fUe* wtm so wikl aud raggedy a» te reeka H 
oaturat for those of the fOitj who we^ unaccus* 
tWDcdto EaooDtakts, to czjpfess fean ef bcaag able 
-to reach ttie eppesite Bidtt. Tbe eourae traced hj 
Hm brethttn od their return to Cm^ina, was fouoJ 
and ibttew'cd. The advant^e nf tfus fMeUiaaght 
was strong^ perceived b; alL Their pwgren was 
BBiBltwnpted bj any adrerse wcimetaBce, and 
eTer; oob was kt high ^irits, uatil the west aide of 
Waldcn's ri^ge* the soMt efevated ef tbe three, bad 
been geaiiedi> Tbej weK naw destned ta espeii 
BDce a most appalling rererss ef fwtuBc. 

Od the teath ef October, as the party were adraa- 
UBg along a aanvw defile, imajpf ccbenwre e£ dan- 
ger, tbey were wddenfy terrified b; ieaHttl jeQs* 
Instantly aware that Indiass aairMitded thsai, tba 
men aprang to ttiie dclen^e ef tiie he^lcM women 
sod ehikbren. Bat tfa« attack had been se auddeo, 
aikl the bkdiaos were so uutch aaperwr in pcant of 
l^Ul^Im, that six men fell at tha Ant onset of Ibr 
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•aMiges. A teventh was wounded, oaA tiie partf 
wouU hare been overpowered, but for » general 
and effective dischaf^e of the rifles of the renn^Diier. 
The IndiaMt teiroikfitruck, took to flight, and disap- 
peared. 

Had the nondiers of &e traveller* aflowed h, the^ 
iclt no incKnadoB to poiBoe the retreatiBg Indians. 
Their loss had been too serions to permit Ae imme- 
diate gratlficatit»i of revenge. Ilie ektest eon of 
Daniel Boone was found among the ahio. The 
domestic aoimak accompanjing the expedttjon were 
M scattered by the niHse of the affiuy, m^ it was 
faipoasible ag^n to c<^ct and recover thent. Thia 
distress and discourageident of the part^ were so 
great, as to produce on immediate detenninatien to 
drop the projected attempt of a settlement in Ken- 
tacky, and return to Clinch river, which lay forty 
miles, in their rear, where a number of famiMes had 
already fixed themselves. 

They then proceeded to perform the last melon 
cboly duties to the bodies of their unfortunate coto- 
panions witii all deceat observances which circum- 
stances wouM allow. Their return was then cm»- 
Dienced. Boone asd his brother, with some othen, 
did not wish to for%ke the ondertaking upon which 
they had set out; but the siajori^ against them was 
90 ^CG^ and the feeling on tiie subject so strong, 
that they were c<»ipeUed to acquieeee. The party 
retatced, in deep sadness, the steps they bad so lately 
tak^iincheerfulneaitand even joy. 

Dimiel Boone remained with his family on Clinch 
river, until June. 1774; when he was requested bf 



the governor of Virginia to go to th« falls of Oliio, 
to act as a guide to a party of HHireyonu The man- 
ifeflbtions of bostili^, on the part of the Indians, 
were Euch, that their longer at^ ww deemed unsafe. 
Boone undertook to perform tins service, and set out 
upon this joumej, vith no other cMnpsoioii than a 
man bj ttie name of Stooer. They reached the 
point t^destjnatton^ now LonisviUe, in a surprisiiigly 
short period, without aaj acddeot. Under bia 
guidance the surveyors arrived at the settlements in 
safe^. £rom tlie time that Boone left his home^ 
upon tbiscnterpriee, until he returned to it, was but 
uxtj-two days. During tim period be travelled 
eight hundred miles on foot, throngh a countiy en- 
tirely destitute of human habitati<His, save tiie camps 
of the Indiuts. 

In die latter part of thk year, the disturbance* 
between the Indians nortb>west of the Ohio, and 
the frontier settlers, grew to q>en boetilities. Dan- 
iel Boone being in Vii^inia, tiie governor appointed 
him to the command of three contiguous garri- 
sons on the frontier, vith the c<HniiiissioB of cap- 
tain. The campaign of the jexe terminated in a 
battle, after which the militia were disbanded. 
Boone was consequentiy relieved from duty. 

Col. Henderson, of North Carolina, had been Ah- 
■ome time engaged in forming a company ip that 
stale, for the purpose of purchasing the lands oa 
the south side of the Kentucky, from the soutiieni 
Indians. The plan was now matured, and Boone 
was solicited hy the company to attend the trpiiy 
to be made between ttiem and the Indians, at fVa- 
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tagit, in March, 1T75, to settle Uie terma of the ne- 
gociatioK. The recpirite informatioii, in resjiect to 
the propoeed pnrchafle, was given him, and he ac- 
ceded to the request. At the appointed time, ha 
attended and successfully performed the service in- 
trusted to him. Soon aftervards the same com- 
pany applied to him to lay out a road between the 
scttlemeata on Holston river and Kentucky river. 
No little Icnowlcdge of the country, and judgment 
were requisite for the proper fulfilment of this scr- 
Tice. A great many different routes most be exaob 
ined, before the most practicable one could be fixed 
upon. The duty was, however, executed by Boone, 
prompdy and feithfiilly. The labor was great, 
owing to the ragged and moonttunous country, 
through which the route led. The laborers, too, 
nilTered from the repeated attacks of Indians. Four 
of them were killed, and five - wounded. The re- 
minder completed this work, by reaching Kct»- 
tucfey river, in April, of the same year. They 
immediately proceeded to erect a fort near a salt 
spring, where Boonesboroagh now stands. The 
party, enfeebled by its losses, did not complete the 
erection of the fort until June. The Indians Iroa- 
bled Uiem exceedingly, and killed <»ie man. The 
fort consisted of a block-4iouse, and several cabins, 
surrounded by palisades. 

The fort being finished, Boone retnmed to Ml 
femily, and goon after removed them to this first 
garrison of Kentucky. The purpose on which 
his heart had so long been set, wna now accom- 
plished. His wife and daughters were the first 



white iromeD that ever stood on the bimkB of Ke» 
tacky river. In our zeal to blazon oar eubject, M 
is not affinned, that Bocae was afasolately the fint 
ditcoTerer and explorer of Keatocky, for be was 
aot. Bat the hi^ meed of beiog the first actual 
wttler and cullirBtor of iiie ami, cannot be denied 
Uin. It was the pleasant leaaon of the close of 
aiiouner and coRimencement of aatumn, what the 
itnnugrants would see tbrir new rendence in th« 
best light. MaD7 of its actaal inconTeniences were 
withheld from observation, as the mildnes of the 
air precluded the necessity of tight dwellings. 
Arraagcpients were made for eoltiTating a field in 
the coming spring. The In^iuu, although far from 
friendly, did not attempt aay inmwdiate asmult up- 
en their new neighb<M«, and the first events of the 
•ettlement were decidedly fortunate. The game in 
the woods was an onfailing resource for food. The 
■uppGes brought from their former homes by the 
immigrants were not yet exhausted, and things 
went on in their asud train, with the added advao. 
tags, that over all, in their new home, was spread 
tiie charm of novel^. 

Winter came and passed with as little discMnfort 
to the inmates of the garrison as coald be expected 
from tiie circumstances of their portion. The 
cabins were thoroughly daubed, and fuel was oi 
- course abundant. It is true, those who ielled the 
trees were compelled to be constantly on theif 
guard, lest a red man i^uld take aim at thran fron> 
the dielter of some <Mie of the forest hiding iriacrs. 
But they were fitted for this way of getting •UmF 



by 1fadrfraiiut)gfiiatare8,aDdpredUectioDa. Thei« 
was no want of excitemeat during the day^or ercB 
nlght^— notiting of the weuying monotony to wlucb 
a life o[ lafe and regolar occnpation is Gubjecb 
Spring (^ened. The trees were g^fdkd, and the 
brush cat down and banied, preparatory to plmigb- 
isg the field. A garden tpot was mailced off, the 
viipB earth thrown up and softened, and then g^ven 
in cfanige to tite wives and daugbten of the eitab* 
liAme nt. They brouglit out tfa^ stock of seeds, 
gathered in the old settlenients, and ereiy bright 
day saw them engaged in the li(^t Mid bealUiful 
occnpation ot ptantiBg th^n. They were protect- 
ed by tbe vicinity of their husbands and fathers, and 
in turn cheered tbem in their sevoper labon. Th^ 
Indians had ibrbmne any attacks upon the settlers 
ao long, that, as is naturUly the case, <liey had ceas- 
ed in a degree to dwell upon the danger always to 
be apprehended from &em. The men did not fail 
to t^e their rifles and knives witii th^n whenever 
tiiey went abroad; bat the women vsaturcd occa- 
sionally a short distance withmit the palisades during 
the day, never, however, losing sight of the fort> 
This temerity was destined to coat them dear. ■ 

Colonel Calloway, the intimate friend of Boone, 
bad joined him in the course of the spring, at tha 
fort, which bad received, by the consent of all, the 
Dame of Booncsborough. He had two daughters. 
Captain Boone had a daughter also, and the three 
were companions; and, if we may take the portraits 
of tbo nutic time, patterns of youthiul bloom and 
loveliness. It rannot be doubted that they were 
8 Coo-I.' 
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inexpreflaibly dear to their parento. These giric, at 
&e close of a beautiful summer daj, the 14tb »/ 
Jul/, were tempted impnidwitlj to icander into tfi« 
woods at no gresi distance from their babitationi, 
to gather flowers with wtuch to adora their rustic 
fii<&place0. They were saddeal; surroonded by 
hair B dozen Indians. Their sbrieks and efforts t« 
flee were alike unavailing. They were dr^ged 
rapidly beyond the power of making ttmnselves 
beard. As soon as they were deemed to be bfiy<a»I 
the danger of rescue, they were treated with the at- 
most indulgence and decorum. 

This forbearance, of a race that we are accustom^ 
ed to call lavages, was by no means accidental, or 
peculiar to this case. While m battle, they are un> ' 
sparing and unrelentii^ as tigers — while, after the 
fiiry of its excitement is past, they will exult with 
frantic and demoniac joy in the cries of their vie* 
tims expiring at a slow fire— while they dash the 
tomahawk witli merciless indiderence into the clo- 
ven skulls of mothers imd infants, they are univer' 
■ally seen to treat capdve women with a decorous 
forbearance. This strange trait, so little in keeping 
with other parts of their character, has been atliihr 
uted by some to their want of the sensibilities and 
pasdons of our race. The true solution is, the force 
of their habits. Honor, as they estimate it, is, with 
them, the most sacred Mid inviolable of all laws» 
The decorum of forbcanmcc towards women in their 
power has been incorporated with their code as (he 
peculiar honor of a warrior. It is usually kept sa- 
cred and inviolate. Instances are not wanting 
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(rhere they have ihowii tbcfloselres the nost ardent 
loven of tbeir captives, and, we mnj add, most sue- 
cewfitl in gaining tbeir Toluntary affection in retuni. 
£nougb .such examples are recorded, were other 
proofs wanting, to redeem their forbcoraBce frcnn 
the negative (diaracter resolting from the want of 
passons. 

The captors <^ these young ladies, having reacts 
ed die main body of tbeir people, about a dozen in 
mtmber, made alt &e jmivision in tiieir power for 
1b» comToit of Iheir fair captives. They setved 
them with their best provisifms, and by signs ttnd 
Ipoln Uiat could not be mistaken, attempted to 
footiie dieir agonies, and quiet their apprehensions 
and fears. The parents at the garrison, haviag wait- 
ed in vain tor the return of their gay and beloved 
daughters to prepare tbeir supper, and in torments 
of suspense that may easily be uBOgined, until the 
cvetuo^i became aware that they were either lost 
or made captives. They sallied fordi in seartA of 
them, and scoured the woods in every direction, 
without discovering a trace of them. Tbcy were 
then but too well convinced that they had been ta- 
]gga by the Indians. Captain Booue and Colonel 
Calloway, the agonizing parents of the lost ones, 
appealed to the company to obtain voloatecrs to 
pursue the Indians, under an oath, if they found tiie 
captors, either to retake tiieir daughters, or die in 
the attempt. The oath of Boone (»i this occasion is 
recorded: "By the Eternal Power that made me a 
fiUher, if my daughter lives, and is found, I will 
either bring her back, or spilt my life blood." The 
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oath WM no sooner uttered tbsm KveTy iAdividiKrl of 
the males crowded nnind Boone to repeat it Bnt 
be remiwled them that m jnut ot tfaeir number nmst 
remain to dcicnd the atatioB. Seven •el«:t penem 
(iciy were admitted (n the oa&, alon| witii the lath- 
ers of the captives. The only difficulty wa« in tdit- 
king the selection. Supplying tiiemselreB wiA 
knapaaelu, rifles, anmonidon, and pfonsooe, thp 
party set forth oa the pKrauiU 

Hitherto they had been anable to find tile trtdl of 
the captors. H^ipily they fell upon it by accident 
But tbe Indnna, acctHding to their custom, had to> 
ben BO Buii^ precaution to hide their trail, tiiat 
Utej found themsetrai exceedingly peqtlexed t» 
keep it, aod they were obliged to put forth all th« 
acquirement and instinct of woodsmen not to find 
tlMmselTea every moment at fault in Kgard to their 
coume. The rear ladi^is of the file had covered 
flieir foot prints with leaves. They often tum«d o# 
at aigbt aaglet; aad ^enever they cams^-to a 
branch, walked in the wator for some distance. At 
a place «f this sort, the pursues were for some time 
wholly unable to find at what point the Indians had 
left tbe branch, and began to despair of regaimng 
their traiL Id this extreme perplexity, one of the 
company was attracted by an indication of their 
course, which proved that Ute daughters shared the 
sylvan sagacity of their parents. '«6od bless my 
dear child," exclaimed Colonel Calloway; "she has 
proved that she had strength of mind in her deplo- 
rable condition to retain self-posBesaon." At the 
same instant he [ncked up a IHtle piece <^ ribbon. 
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frfaich h« imtantly recognized oa liia daugLter't. 
^e had evidently committed it anot>9eiTed to the 
mir^to in^Rle theconrse of her captors. The trail 
■was «»0D regained', and the company resamed their 
march witti renewed alacrity. 

They were afterwardB often at a loss to keep the 
trail, from the extreme care of the Indians to cover 
and destroy it. But still, in their perplexity, ^e sa* 
gadou* expedient t^ tiie fidr yoang captives put 
tfaem right. A Ared of diCir handkerchief or of 
aome part of their dress, whid) tJiey had intrusted 
tothewind nnobserred, indicated their course, and 
Hiat the capttres were thus far not only alive, bnt 
that tfieir reastming powers, unsubdued by fatigue, 
were active and buoyant Next day, in passing 
^oces covered with mad, deposited by the dry 
faiaochei on the way, the foot prints of (be captives 
were distinctly traced, until the punaen bad learned 
to dkciiannate not only (be number, but the peculiar 
fimn. of each foot print. 

Late in the evening of tiie Sfteentii day^s pursuit, 
tcom a littie eminence, tfaey discoTered in the dis- . 
taoce beli>rs them^ through the woods, a amoke and 
the light of a fire. The palpitation of their paren- 
tal bearti may be easily imaghied. l^iey could 
mt doubt that it was the camp of &e captors ol 
their children. The plao of recapture was intnu- 
(ed entively to Boone. He led faU company as near 
die enemy as he deemed might be done with safety, 
and selectii^ a positioD under the shelter of a hill, 
ordered them to bait, with a view to passing the 
ai^ht in that place. They then silently to(4r food 



•dO UFK OF BAHUn. BOOti^ 

u tiie a^tatiOD of tbeir nuad*. would alknr. AU 
but Calloway, anotbcs selected penoe of their quid- 
ber, and himself, were permitted to lie down, and 
get tliat Bleep of which they bad been so toag do- 
prived. The three impatiently waited fornudoig^ 
when the ileepof the Indians would be raost Hkely 
to be profound. Tbej statitnod the third peisok 
■electedt <hi &e top of the eminence, briit^ wUck 
they were eccainped, as a sentinei to await a pren 
ngBal from the fa&ers, which sbtHjld be his indica> 
tioB to fly to the can^ and anwse &e slec^era, bim> 
bring themto thisirtud. ^en ialting prastiate,atr7 
crept csutioudyt and as it were by loches, towards 
die In^ui camp. 

Having reached a ctyv&t of bashes, close by the 
Indian camp, and examined *a well as they could by 
the diriant light of . the camp-fires, the oe^p of tlmr 
rifles, they began to push aside the bnshu^ and sop- 
vey the camp throngh the opening. SeveatoBa In<- 
dians were stretched, apparently in sound . ileepy on 
the ground. Bat they looked in vain ameog them 
for the dear objecta of their pursuit They were not 
long in ^scovering soother camp a little remota 
from that of the IndiaaB. They crawkdcoatioudy 
round to ta^e a survey of it. Here, to thnr inex* 
pressible joy, were ib^ daughters in eac& ethan 
anns. Directly in front of their camp weretwd 
Indians, with their ttWDehawks and otter ww^tea 
within their grasp. The one a[^>eared to be in a 
sound sleep, and tiie otlier keying the most ciiauD- 
spettive vigils. 

The grand object now vraa to get possession of &« 
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prisotuen without arounng tbeir captort, dieco&K- 
qucnceof which it was ebno«U) would be theimiiKy 
diate destruction of the captives. Boone made a 
■ignal to Calloway to take a aure aim at the sle^oiig 
In^Qf soas to he able to desptttcb ttiinin amoment, 
if the cmergeDc/ reodexed ibai e^odieot neccwary. 
Boone, t^ whilct crawled round, so aa to reacb the 
waking Indian from belwid; intending to Bpriag 
upon him and strangle him, so as to prevent his m^ 
it^ a ncHse to owabea tbe aleeper. Sat, unfortu- 
Batcly, tUa lodtflQ instead of being adoep was wide 
awake, aud eii< a carefid look out> The shadow of 
BiMHie coming va tbem frcHn behind, axiMiaed him. 
He sprang erect, and uttered a yell that made tha 
ancient woods Btng, leaving no doubt that the.othei' 
canp would be instant^ alumed. The captives, 
'termed bj the 'War ydl of their sentinels, added 
flteir screams of appraheDmon, and every thing was 
in a moment in cooAuioo. The &rst movun^it o^ 
-Boone was to fiiv. But the forbearance of Callo- 
way, and his own more prudent second thought^ 
restrained him. It waa bard t« forego soch a chance 
for vmgeance, but t}ieit own lives and -their «;hil- 
dren's would probably pay tbe forfeit,, and they &red 
no^;. On &e contrary, they surrendered themselves 
.to the Indians, who rushed furiously in a masBaiound 
them. By si^ific^Dt g«atures, and a iew Indian 
words, which they hnd learned, they implored the 
lives of their captive cbildreo^ and opportunity fur 
a parley. Socing tbofq in theif power, and compre- 
hending the langua^ of defenceless supjthauts, tbeii 
fury was at length with some difficulty restrained 
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nod appeased, tbey §eemed eridentlj under the 
infla^ice of a feeling of compassion towuds th* 
daagfaten, to wfaicfa nnquestiODablj the sdrentunHn 
fetheiB were indebted, that Aeir hves were not ii^ 
■tantly sacrificed. Bioding them firmlj witii cord>t 
and santnndiog diem with sentineli, die Indians re- 
tired to their canip, not to resome their sleep, bat to 
bold a council to settle the fate ef their new |«i^ 
imets. 

What were the thongfati o£ fbe captire childcui, 
m of the disinterested and brave parents, as tbej 
Sonai themselves hotuid, and race more in tbe power 
of di^ en^tties — ^what was the bitter ^s^^tMnt-' 
taent of the one, and the agoniaag fijial appr^en- 
Bion of the other — may be imich more reodil; inn- 
gined than described. Bat die light of the 4awB 
maUed the daughters to see, in d»e cosntenaBCei 
of their &then, as the; lay bonnd and Borroaoded by 
fierce savages, aoeztiDgHishable firmness, and on- 
daunted resohition, and a conscionness of noble mo- 
tives; and they imbibed from the view sometliing of 
the magnaninotf of their parents, and assumed thai 
demeanor of composare and resolute endnnnce 
which is always the readiest ezpeifient to gain all the 
respect and forbearance that an Indian can grant. 

It would be difficult to fancy a state of more torto- 
ring suspense dian diat endured by the companiona 
of Boone and Calloway, who had been left behind 
the hill. Though they had slept little since die 
commencement of the ezpedltioD, and had been en- 
conraged by die two fathers, their leaden to sleop 
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Often, during the sight, had they uxnued dieiQ' 
•elves, in expectation of the return of the fotbers, or, 
of a signal for action. Bat the night wore away, and 
Ae moraine dawned, withoot brin^g either &e <we 
«rthe other. Bat notwitfaetanding tiiis digesting 
itate of uupense, they Ind a confidence too un- 
doubting in the finnness and pradence of their kadierf 
to think of approaching tiie Indian cajnp ontil dtey 
flhoald rec^ve the ^pointed ngnal. 

It would natarally be supposed that the detibeni' 
lioa of the Indian council, which had b^n held toi 
settle the fate <tf Boone and Calloway, woald end ia 
•entenciag them to run &e gauntlet, and then amidst 
the bnital laughter and deriaion of their captofif 
to be barat to death at a slow fire. Had tba 
pnsmers betrayed the least ugns of fear, the least 
indicationB of a subdued mind, such would in all 
probabili^ hare been the issue of the Indian con- 
BultaticHi. Sach, however, was not the reeolt of thn 
council. It wag decreed that they should be killed 
with as little ntuse as possible; their scalps takeo at 
bvphies, and that their daughters should remaik 
captives as before. The lenity of this sentence may 
be traced to two causes. The daring hardihood, 
the fearless !nbre]Hdity of die adventure, iniqicred 
them with unqucilified adimratioD for their captivefa 
loBumentble instances have nnce been recorded, 
where the most inveterate enen^es have boldly Ten? 
bired into the camp of their cu»emy, have pat ^m- 
clre* intheir power, defied them to their . fac« and 
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liATe created an -aAuinitioit 9t thnr feaifeM datiag, 
vhkh has caused th&t tbcy bare been spared and 
dtnnused uiiBi«)ested. Tbi« Mrt a( ieehng bad its 
intlifence ea the present oceaii«n in &TSr (tf tbe- 
^isooera. Anettier extenuating iB^sence was, that 
hsetifities betwvea the irWtc and red men in tha 
west had as yet been uncnnmon; and the BWtta^ 
fiuy had not been esaqtnated bj morder and re- 



As totm w it «as eleur tncnting tight, tbe In- 
dian camp waa in metko. As a feomtcsft pro- 
fimmarr to their marcb^ Boone and ' CMm^j- ivara 
led ovt md boand to a tree, and fhe warriora 
. were selected tHhi *«<% to ^i^psrtch tfaem wittk their 
hnnahawks. Tbe place of their execvtioo was ■•• 
leeted artaoch a distance Avm their camp, as tfiatths 
daogbters might net be able to whsess it. Th« 
two pii3onera-w«re a) *^dy at the spot, awfuting itiB 
fetal blow, when a di^^barge of rifles, catting down 
two a( ike sarages at Ae first shot, arrested th«t 
procee^agB. Another mid another dischai^ M< 
lowed. The In^atis were as j«t pe^tiatly B«pp}iod 
with fee arms, and had not ket any «{ their original 
^kead of the eSects of this aFli&eial thnnder, and 
tha invisible death of-4be balk. They were igno' 
iturt, morconer, ef the nnmber 4^ tiieir assailants^ 
and naturally apprehended it to be greater than it 
was. They roiaed a yeS rf confusion, and dbper- 
sed in every direction, leaving their dead behind, 
fUid the captives to <beir deliverers. The next mo- 
ment tbe children were in titc annS' of their parents; 
and die whole party, in the usatterable joy of con- 
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quest Bod deliveraoce, were on their way bomfr 
wards. 

. It need hardly be added that the brOycassociateB 
of the expedition who had been led in camp, hav< 
ing waited the signal for ihe return c^ Bqone (pid 
Calloway, until their patience and forbearance was 
exhausted, aware that something serious must haye ; - 
prevented their return, re connoitered the movemeaf 
of the Indians as they mored frmn their camp to 
despatch their two prisoners, and fired upon thenf 
at the moment they were about to put their sen- 
tence into execuBon. 

About this time a new element began to exaspe- 
rate and extend the ravages of Indian wariare, 
" "^ong the whole line of the frontier settlementSr 
The war of Independence had already begun tv 
rage. The influence and reiourcee of Great Britain 
extended along the immense chain of our frontier, 
from the nortfa-eastem part of Vermont and New 
York, all the way to &e Missisgippi, Nor did this 
natioQ, to her everlasting infamyj' he»tate to en- 
gage these infuriate allies of the wilderness, whose 
known rule of warfare was indiscriminate vengeance, 
without reference to the age or sex of the foe, as 
auxiliaries in the war. 

As this biographical ^etch of the life of Boone 
fa inseparably interwoven with this border scene of 
massacres, plunderings, burnings, and capUnties,, 
which swept the incipient northern and western set- 
tlements with desolation, it may not be amiss to 
take a brief retrospect of the state of these settle* 
ments at this conjuncture in the life of Boone. 
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faaitaSa wul privBti«n of the fioaeta—Tke Iniiiuii attack Htir 
lod^iitgh and ]Sooanbannq(b — Defcu|MioD sf a Station — AttaA 
tfBiTiuu'i Statbm. 

A aoAD luffiidBat te 4« pMN^e 4f IHkJi Iwnn IB 
, ri>^ file, had beoa^ «pei«d A«w ^ I«|tien<9t9 hJ» 

fwigh ia KcatHekf. It iv*»an wresve w¥«it fotm 
intm^t atkiu- •ijeataten, mtb il:h«Nr ^MniMQ* ^ 4>¥ 
•ettlemeat. OatiMiMT&em&^titiwof tlie^WitiTt 
thebroBil«nd oabMikctt fowow •f.th* (N)iA<0|)M]t^ 
•n MB/ Kqoid M^way of a«c*Bs t9 ft« cpHshjv 
7he fifst ipots KlecM u tanking plscffl w^ pnmlf 
afrngren lBto-lli« omotiy, w«re ti h o qa teiagwfl^T 

fioMuaborovglt Aid HATimbbapg^ won ^^ .«SJbr 
■tatiooE in Kentackj sufflcieotlj strong to b^nft 
fiWB te io(nini«M ^ the lactiMie; mi mm -ftese 
pfaWM afi«»ded a» seeBi^j » ib«t lf^9«4it^ gDijlF 
edfifc XJnoie tire pjaiiefl wew ^«.c^tial f«i|tt»4«- 
VM^ft vbicb eisi^r^nta -&»c(et! tW e^im* &«m 
idpMrtmc sad LoavmUe. lltf 2«9to» Atm ^tlMii* 
lNr» i^itwB were «fleii wnbwbei by 4l» iuUmb 
8»t BotwiA^dduig tbe dHagw •£ «fff««fc l» tb« 
Vfiir QomOtff and tki JiHtesailM«]9n«we4«rifl« te 
■Mdaac* <JB«n, jn iiaw i * eMriij»ed ts wijv» At 



The firat female white setUen of HarrodflVtrghf 
were Mn. Denton, McGaiy, and Hogan, who came 
with their hosbands and funities. A nnraber of 
other iamilies soon followed, among whom, in 1776, 
came Benjaimn Logan, wi^ bis wife and faniUj* 
. These were all families of respectability and stand 
ing, and noted is the subsequeot history of the 
coanti^. 

Hordes of savages were soon afterwards «Ker* 
tsiiied to have crossed ttie OfaTo, with the pui^roae 
to extirpate tfiese germs of sodal efltabK^unenls ia 
KentDctrf. According to dieir asnal mode of wa»- 
fioe, they s^tarated into namermM detadnnentii 
tmd dispersed in all direcfioDs ttiroogh the forests* 
litis gave diem the aspect of numbers and strength 
iieyond reality. It tended to increase ttie appra* 
fcenrions of the recent immigrotits, inspiring the na* 
feiral impresnons, tiiat Ae woods in all direction 
were fuU of Indiena. It enabled them to ^ht in 
detulf — to assail different settlements at (he same 
lime, and to fill the whtrfe coantry with consteiiUk> 
tion. 

Th«r mode of beneging these places, tiieagh net 
«t4ll conformable to the notions itf a siege derive4 
irem die tactics of a civilised pe<^le, was dictate4 
ij the inost pn^Kind practical observation, oper»- 
tteg up<Hi existing circumstances. Witiiout cmdob 
«r scaling ladders, dteir hope ef carrying a station, 
or f<Hlified place, was fonnded upon starring the iA- 
nates, GDtting 4^ -their supplies of water, Idl&Bg 
diera, as they exposed themvetvea, ia detail, or ge^ 
ting poMSs ri on t^diestatioa by some of-the aitsetf 



Caotion in their tactics ia trtill mora 
■trotiglf incoleated than brareiy. Tbeir fint pbjcct 
n to secure dkenuebrei; tiidr next, to kill their en- 
emy. This is die UDirersal iDdJan maxim fiem N<v 
va Zembla to Cape Horn. In berieging a place. 
(he; are seldom teen in force apon any particular 
4|tiarter. Acting in flmall parties, they dispcree 
thems^ei, and He concealed among bushes or 
weeds, behind trees or stumps. They ambush the 
paths to the bam, ipring, or field. They discharge 
tlieir riSe or let dy their arrow, and glide away wttl^ 
out bang seen, content that their revenge should 
baue from an inTidble source. They kill the cattlo, 
watch the watering places, and cut ofTall supplies, 
^ring the night, they creep, with Uie inaudible. 
wtd stealthy step dictated by the animal Instinct, to 
• concealed position near one of the gates, and pa> 
tientiy pass many sleepless nights, so that they may 
&i^lycut ofFsome ilt-fated persmt, who incautioasy 
ccunes forth in the morning. During the day, if 
tiiere be near the station grass, weeds, bushes, or 
mnj distinct elevation of the soil, however umtltf 
tiiey crawl, as prone as reptiles, to the place of con- - 
eealment, and whoever exposes the smallest part of 
his body through any part or chasm, receives their 
shot, behind tiie smoke of which they instantly 
cower bnck to their retreat. When they find thew 
Joe abroad, they boldly rush upon him, and mak« 
turn prisoner, or ttdcc his scalp. At times they ap* 
proach the walls or palisades with the itiost auda> 
cuMis daring, and attempt.to fire them, or beat down 
tfae gate. Th^ practise, with the utnoat adnrifr 



MM, iheilntt^an«f a ftlvo diim M ou Ab 
when tbe real asaanH ii intsinM fiw the otinri . 
With sntiri&g perwyeranee, wbai tlieir BtadioC 
proviaMis u eidiattited, they Kt Ibrtfa to fant, m « 
cotnmoB occanons, resoDBsg their statioD near dM 
beseiged place m loon m tbe^ sra MppKed. 

It nuMt be coafi»ie<i, tint tbe^ had taanj atolamm 
W i\m peTserenng mai deadly IwafUitT', iqwrt freoi 
tbtnr oabird propeniit^ to ^rar. Thej^: flaw thto 
Dew and Jwted race of pale facet gniax^J g^tiag 
po»e9uoB of tfatir bantiag grouoda, aad cottiiig 
down tbeir ieredts. Tbej reaswied ferciUf and 
)u8Uy, tiiBt the time, njjoi to oppoae tbeae new in* 
tnid«n with Hioeen* wm to do il before thej had 
become DiMnenHia aad atfong in difiufled pepulatiiMi 
and ffeBearco. Had tfaey poaseMed tiic skill of am* 
fOrvXa uBien^ Gembiawg individaal efiirt intfa a 
general concert of ^teck, and directed Ibeir muted 
force aguatt each aBttlemaat w ssoeesBion, tiwre ia 
little doubtt tint at th>9 time tfaey mi^^t hare extin- 
^tcd the new inhnbitaats inm Kentucky, and faara 
ndercd it to the cflnpire of the wild beasts and Aa 
red men. BtU in the order of eveats it was edwiv 
wi*e ananged. Tbej flumsaedt tiiey bnrst, and 
phindomd* and "deetfoyed. They kiUnd cattle, aod 
carried off (be baracs; — inflictijig terror, povertyf 
and every ^ecies of dirtresti but wore net ^ile ta 
iwUie IbtmselveB abstdate'msstos of a nngle statioo. 

It has been fooad by etperiment, that the srttlen 
in fuch predMUupcats of dui^r and apprehCDdoiif 
act trader a mast sj^t^ilirriBg exetteouat, wbic^ 
*«biriUictMduig ib al»nHa,i> apt wititontitiflM* 



tfdres. They acquired fcH-Stude, dexterity, and thai 
tind of courage Trhit^ results from becoming fa- 
miliar with exposure. 

The aettlemeota becoming extended, the Indians, 
ita their turn, were obliged to put themselves on the 
defensive. They cowered in the distant Woods for 
concealment, or resorted to them for hunting. In 
these intervals, the settlers, who had acquired a 
kind of instinctive intuition to know when their foe 
was near theai-, or had retired to remoter forests, 
went forte to plough theiP com, gather in their 
harvests, collect their cattle, and pursue their agri- 
cultural operations. These were their holyday gca> 
tons for hunting, during Which they often exchanged 
riiots with their foe. The night, as being most ss- 
cure from Indian attack, was the common seaaoa 
•elected for journeying from ganisoD to gaiTison. 

We, who live in thcmidstof scenes of abundance 
«id tranqmlHty can hardly imagine how n country 
could £11 with inhabitants, under so many circum- 
stances of terror, in addition to all the hardships 
incident to the commencement of new eatabH^ 
ments in the wiWemeaa; such as wiuit of society, 
want of all the regular modes of suppfy, in regard 
to the articles most Indispensable in every stage of 
the civilized condition. There were no mills, ito 
stores, no regular sopfUes of cl'>thlng, salt, sngar, 
«nd the luxuries of tea and coffee. But atl these 
dangers and difficulties notwithstanding, under the 
influence of an inexplicable propenaty, families in 
the old settlements used to comfort and abundance, 
were c(»isttmtly arrivi^ to encounter aH tiiese dim* 
0* 
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gen and privations. Tbey began to ^read orfei 
tlie extensive and fertile country in every direction 
— presentjjig such numerous and dispersed muks to 
Indian hostili^, red men became perplexed, anddsl 
so many coofiictipg temptations to vengeaoce, which 
to select. 

The year 1776 was memorable in the annals of 
Kentucky, as that in which General George Rogers 
Clark tirst visited it, unconscious, it may be, of tfao 
imperishable hondrs wMch the western country 
would one day reserve for him. This same ye.ir 
Captain Wagin arrived in the couutiy, andjaed in 
a solitary cabin on Hinkstoo's Fork of the Licking. 

In the autunm of this year, most of the rccenl 
unmigrants to Kentucky returned to the old settle- 
ments, principally in VirginifL. They carried with 
thtim strong representations, touchicg the rertilily 
and advantages of their new residence; and com- 
mimicatcd the impulse of their h^pea and fears ex 
tensive!/ among their fellow-citizens by sj-mpathy. 

The importance of the new settlement was already 
deemed to be such, that on the meeting of the legisr 
latu re of Virginia, &e governor recommended thttt 
the south-western part of the county of FlncasUe — 
so this vast tract of couritry West of the AUeghaniea 
had hitherto been considered — should be erected 
into a separate county by the name of Kenbicby. ' 

This must be conadercd ob important era in the. 
history of the country. The new county became 
entitled to two representatives in the legislature of 
Vli^inia, to a court and judge; in a word, to all the 
customary civil, military, and judicial officers of a 



WBUfOMofy* ' Ib the jsar 1777, ttiecMiBfywudttt 
^- oi^Hoized, accordiag to the act of the Vu^^ini* 
legislature. Amoag the names of the first officer* 
in the new county, we recognise those of Floyd, 
Bowman, Logan, and Todd. 

Harrodsbo^h, the strongest and most populow 
•tation in the country, bad not hitherto been aasai}* 
ed by the iBdians. Early in the spring of 1777, 
they attacked a sn^all body of improvers marching 
to Harrodaburgh, about four miles from that place. 
Sir. Kay, afterwards General Kay, and bis brother 
were of the party. The latter w^ kiUed, and an* 
other man isade prisoner. The fortunate escape of 
James Kay, tJien fifteen years old, was the proba- 
ble c»ue of the saving of Harroasburgh from dc»i 
tmctioa. Flying from the scene of attack and th» 
death of bis broHier, be reached tlie station and 
gave the inhabitants information, that a large body 
of Indians was njarching to attack the place. The 
Indians themselves, aware that the inhabitants had 
been prentonished of their approach, seem to hava 
keen disheartened; for they did not reach the star, 
tion till the next day. Of course, it had been puC 
•n the best posuble state of defence, and prepared, 
for their reception^ 

The town was now invested by tiie savage fmrecy 
and something like a regalar siege commenced. A 
onsk firing ensued. . In the course of the day Ibe In- 
dians left one of their dead to fall into, the bands <^ 
tLe besieged — a rare occurrence, as it is one of their, 
fnost invariable customs, to ronove their wounded 
aud dead fiom the possession of the ooofl^. The 
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martBhj. T)m IttdistfkB, iatM(|auBtad wiAtlMi 
BOd« of OMulttctuig a «^«T and tittle aMMtMned 
to epea and £ur fight, and diipiiitsd by tb« vj^ 
«us reception given then by the atatiMi, B«M d*^ 
Miaped, and diqieised in the foreati, t» a^ply 
fiieinBeh'«& with provi^MB by hoatiBg. 

Ob die Ifitb ftf April, 1777, a bsd; «f <me hnndnd 
Nrragea ioTesttid B*oiiesbereogfa, the retideace of 
Dsoiel Boone. The greater Odmber of Oie ladkni 
kadfireimne, AooghaemeAf ^eift were it31»ined 
with berwB and arrows. iTfafe Btatim, bariQg its de- 
ham ee&AKted by ssch a gdlant leltder^ gave 
tfaem MCb a vana ^ceptios that the;f wett glad f» 
draw (^; theugb net tiU tbey had Killed me Mt4 
Woaaded four of the inhabitanta4 Their loei ceald 
*at be BieertaiBed, as they carefoUy rnnOTed A/ear 
dead aad wounded. 

' la Joly follewittg, ttie reatdenee of Beeos wai 
Again beneged by a body ef ImtianB, whose nvmbw 
wu increased te two bondred. y/tUt their i>tim' 
b«rB, their horfibood and audacity were iBcicased 
ib proportion. To prevent the neighboring station* 
A«m lemdiag asMtanee, deteebnents from their b»> 
dy assailed meet of the adjacent settkmetits at the 
wme time. The gallantlnniBtes of the s(ation made 
tfaetn r^«it flieir temerity, thoagh, as fEnmcriy, 
with some less; one of tb^ nimtber havi^ been 
Killed and two wounded* Seren of the Indiuts were 
distiDcdy connted from tiie iort antoag the slaiii; 
&«ugb, Bceording to vostom, tbe bodies were tem^- 
*»d* Afim ft dase aege, and lUmost constimt iiiog 
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4ll(4ng two da^s^ Hem Indiimt raieed a ysll e( dimf' 
yorntment, and dieapptittred in the forests. 

In order to preaent distinct Ti«wi of &e sort «f 
«o«nijf with whom Soo&e had to do, and to present 
ptctufCB of the aspect of Indiaii mifim in tboae 
tifflfls, we might give ^xtehes of the repeated siegef 
oif HfiiTodsbur^ and Boooesborough, against which 
—as deemed the strcHig helds of tliB Lang-knife, a» 
tbey called the AmeriCEuts— their moat fbrmidabt* 
aod vepesUed eSbrts were directed. There Is sucb 
a sadAiid dreary onifennity in &«ee liarratiTeB, &at 
ibt faistoTjr of one may almost stand fer Hiat of alk 
They always preseitt n<H% or lets k^led and woaa- 
ded on the pert ot the stations, latd a stjll greater 
ftwaber Mi &at of the Indians^ Their attacks at 
itatioas having been onii^tnly tmsoccemftl, tii 
retm^ed to thcnr original >modes of warfftre, dispe 
ring themselves in small bodies over al) the country, 
and attacking' in^vMual mttlera In iosalatetf cabins, 
and des^ying women 'and children. But as most 
<rf' these annidB beloagto the general history of Kca> 
tacky, and do. not particularly tend to develop tiie 
character of the sabject o( this biography, we slialt 
pretermit tiiem, with aein^e exceptiODv At the 
expense of an afiochronism, and as a fair sample of 
' the rest, we shall present that, as one <^ the most 
prominent Indien si^es recorded in theae early an- 
nals. It will not be considered an episode, if it tend 
to convey distinct ideas of the stmctare and form of 
a «Mion, and the modes of attack and defence in 
fcose times. It was iti such scenes Aat the fearless 
duiogt anited wiA die cool, pmdent^ and yet cA- 
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cicat eoonads ot Darnel Boom, were pccqliulf 
conspicuooB. With this view we offer a sontewtuU 
detailed accouot of the attack of Bfjant'B statinn. 

As we know of no place, nearer tban.tfae source! 
of the Mia^asippi, or the Rocky Mountains, where 
the refuge of a station is now requiutc for Becuritj 
from the ladiauB; as the remEuns of those tiiat were 
hnncTlj built are ^t mouldering to decay; and as 
in a few years history will be the only dcpoiiiory 
(rf* what the term itaiion imports, we deem it right, 
m tiiis place, to present as graphic a viow as we 
may, of a station, as we have seen them in tbnr 
rains in variouB points «f the west. 

The first immigrants to Tennessee and Kentnckyf 

as we have seen, came in pairs and small bodies. 

- These pioneers on their return to the old settle* 

ments, brought back companies sjtid socictiea.— 

V ^ Friends and connections, old and young, motben 
^ I and danghterst flocks, herds, domestic nnimnhj and 

^J^ ! the family dogs, all set fortii on the patri^xhal ^b* 
ignition for the land of promise ti^ther. No dis- 
ruption of the tender natal and moral ties; no an- 
nilulation of the reciproci^ of domestic kindness, 
friendship, and love, took place. The cement and 
and panoply of affection, wd good will bound them 
together at vnce in the social tie, and the uniwt for 
defence. like the gregarious tenants of the air in 
their annual migrations, they brought their true 
home, that is to say their charities with them. In 
tiieir state of extreme isolation Irom the world they 
had left, the kindly social propensities were found 
to grow owre strong in the wild e rn e ss. The cni^ 
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rent of human afiectiwoa in fact naturally flows in a 
deeper and more vigorous tide, in proportion as it i* - 
diverted into fewer channels. 

These immigrants to the Bloody Ground, coming 
to survey new aspects of nature, new forests and 
climates, and to encounter new privations, difficiU- 
ties and dangers, were bound together by a new si^ 
crament of friendship, new and unsworn oaths, to 
■tand by each othf r for life and for death. Hov 
often have we heard tbc remains of this priihitiva 
race of Kentucky deplore the measured distance 
and je^ousy, the heathen rivalry and selfishness of 
the present generation, in comparison with tiie nni* 
ty of heart, dangers and fortunes of these primeval 
times — reminding one of the simple kindness, the 
community of property, and the union of heart 
among the first Christians t 

Another circumstance of this picture ought to ba 
redeemed from oblivion. V ff suspect that tite gen- 
'"' 'mp- ^ssions of the re aders of this day is, tiuit 
the fiff t h untera and yfthn ".<" K''"*"Tky "i'\'* Ten- 
nesaee were a sort of dcmi-savages. \ Imagiaatton 
iepicis them with IsDg beard,^ and al costume of 
jkins^ rude, fierce, ami. repulsive. Nouiing can be 
TCdpr fr"T ***" fnf t. ZTlifiafi.BCPgsijitpra of the west 
we re generally men o f noble, square, erect fpnjiE, ^ 
broad chests, clear, brTgHt^tnitb-telling eyes, and of 
vigorous intellects. 

A ll this is iiot nnly matt(;.r of hig torical n^ord,1wit 
in the n atural order of thingi. Thefirat se ttlers of 
Amenca'wcre on^Dtltt^ & noble stock. ThM^ 
fljejr deacegaants, nag been feared under drdiio* 



^acei_ figfirr waiL cateulataiL to EJe^ftem jnanly 
fTiijit^ mill niilili'i fwiiiin The^ had breathed a free 
and a salubrious air. The field attd ibrest exercise 
yielded them Halatsrj Tiaoda, add appetite fuid di- 
ge§tion cMTeBpiWding. Life brcmght them tlie sen- 
sations of high beal&, herculean vigor, and redun- 
tentjoy.? 

When a social baed of tiiis description had plan' 
ted their feet on the virgin Boil, the iret object was 
to fix on a spot, central to the most fertile tract of' 
bnd that coqld be ' found, cmi^HCiin^ the advantages 
usually sought foy die first settlers. Among these 
was, that Ibe statiwi should be on the summit of a 
gentle 9weU, where pawpaw, cane, aiid wild clover^ 
aiark«d exuberant fertility; and where the trees 
were so sparse, and the soil beneath them so free 
from underbrush, that the banter could ride at half 
speed. The virgin am\, 03 yet friable, untrodden, 
' and not cursed with the blight of politics, partr» and 
(tai, yielded, with tittle other cultivati<m than plant- 
ing, from eighty to a handred''boshel8 (rf* maize to 
tiie acre, and all other edibles suited to the sral and 
climate, in proportifHi. 

The next thing, after finding this central nuclfeua 
of a settlenient, was to convert it into a tbitntn, an 
erection which now remains to be described. It 
was a desirable requisite, that a station should iii 
close or command a flush limestone spring, for wa- 
ter for the set^meat. The contigutr of a salt 
lick and a sugar orchard, though not indispensable, 
wa* a very denrable circumstance. The next m- 
litninai7 step was to clear a considerable area, sd'as 
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to loBfe setbiQg wttlw » cQNMflaNble to t W W of 

tbe statioa tiud coiUd E^elt«E aa fmenj iram pbaw ' 
Tjttioq ani a ^Qt. If a ■p^^g wer« not inclosed, •» 
• well dug wtttui>t 08 w Indian liege veldoio latted 
ksyoad a few dajg, it was ciutonuuy, in periods ef 
•larna to bavc » reBerr^ir. «f some sort witiiie tfaa 
station, that diould be filled witii water enough t* 
wpptf the gfomoa, during tbo pn^a^ oontivt' 
apce of 4 nege. It wa4 deeoed a otpst io^rtast 
oMinderatioi), that ^ statim fhould OTerlook and 
Qouunatid a* qmcb of tbe su^oiiAding covwtr; at 
possible. 

The fonn w»s a p^ect pac^UelograiBi includuig 
from a half ta a whole aese. A. trench wu then 
dug four or fire ieet deep, and htge and contigpoun 
pwJcetti plaoted in Hat trcocb, id a« to form a cob»« 
pact wall from tea to twelve feet high above the 
•oil' Tbe pickets vere of hard and durable timber, 
»beut a foot it) diameter.* The aoi] about ttiem w:as 
Hammed hard' They formed a rampart beyond the 
^ower of man to leap, cUmb, or hj lyiaided phygical 
ttiemg^ toBTcrthrow. At tbe at^liM wei^ juq^U 
projectinf Bquarep, of stUl stropger material fluid 
plantiiig, techiHcallj called fionkert, with obhqae 
port-holes, eo 38 that the Heotinf;l within could rake 
the exte4pal frdBt p£ the (iatioii, without being &Xr 
posed to shot from without. Two folding g^tes ia 
the froQt and f^^ft sma^tt^ on prodigious wooden 
hinges, gave egre«s aod ingireis to men and teeiu in 
times of security, 

In periods of 4»tn » tm^j KstmcJ fln the t^^ 
t£ tiie hailding was so Btationedt as to be able to 
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deicrj every Hnspicions object wMle jet in ttie di** 
tancc. Tlic gato were always firmly barrud by 
Bight; and sentinels took tiieir alternate watch^ and 
relieved each other until morning. Nothing in the 
line of fortification can be imagined more easy of 
construction, or a more efiectual protection agninst 
a sarage enemy, than this dmple erection. Though 
ttie balls of the smallest dimensions of cannon would, 
have swept- them away with ease, they were proof 
agmnst the Indian ride, patience, and skill. The 
only expedient of tbe red men was to dig under 
them and undermine tiiem, or jestroy them by fire; 
and even this could not be done without exposing 
fhem to &e rifles of the flankers. Of course, there 
are few recorded instances of their having been ta- 
ken, when defended by a garrison, guided by such 
men as DiuiicI Boone. 

Their regular form, and their E^ow of security, 
rendered these walled cities in the central wilder- 
ness delightful spectacles in the eye of immigrants 
who had come two hundred leagues without seeing 
a human habitation. Around the interior of these 
walls the habitations of the immigrants arose, and 
the remainder of the surface was a clean-tuifed area 
for wrestling and Jahcing, and the TigorOos and 
athletic amusements of the olden time, it is ques- 
tionable if heartier dinners and profoutider sleep 
and more exhilarating balls and parties fall to the lo 
of (heir descendants, who ride in coaches and dwell 
in miuisions. Venison and wild turkeys, sweet po- 
hitocs and pies, smoked on their table; and pcrnm* 



flfk or VAtltBL BdMM. m 

Moa and' miq>Ie beer, stood them well insteftd of the 
poisonous whisky of their children. 
- The communitj, of coarse, passed their social eve-' 
lUng9 together; and while the fire blazed bright 
within the aectire sqaare, the far howl of wolves, or 
even the distant war-whoop of the savages, soanded 
in the ear of the tranquil in-dwellers lilce the driving 
■torm pouring on the sheltering roof above the head 
of the trareUer safely repodng in hit bed; that is^ 
brought the contrast of comf(»t and security wiUi 
more home-felt influence to their bosom. 

Such a station was Bryant's no longer ago than 
1783. It was the nucleus of the settlements of that 
rieh and delightful country, of which at present 
Lexington is the centre. There Were but two oth- 
ers of any importance, at this time uotQ\ of Ken- 
tucky liver. It was more open to attack than any 
other ill the country. The Miami on the north, and 
the Ut:king on the south of the Ohio, were long 
canals, which floated the Indian canoes from the 
nortbeni Mve of the savages, between the lakes aad 
die Ohio, directly to its vicinity. 

In the summer of this year a grand Indian assem- 
blage took place at Chillicothe, a femous central In- 
dian town on the Little Miami. The Cherokee^ 
Wyaodots, Tawas, Pottawattonues, and most of the 
tribes bordering on the lakes, were represented in it. 
Besides their chiefs and some Canadians, they were 
^ded by the counsels of the two Girtys, and McKce* 
renegade whites. We have made diligent enquiry 
touching the biography of these men, particutarly 
tfimon Girty, a wretdi of moat infamous notorieQr in 
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assault and masaacre, than an; name og leeord* 
Scarcely a teitured captire escaped fron ^ oorth- 
em Indiana, who could not t«ll the allure vhicb ttof 
villaiu bad ia bi* •ufferiagi — bo buFning cir murder 
of prisonerB, ai which be had not aiwried bj U* 
preaonee or hii couokIb. These r«f(^4es from cxff 
wb^ *ett]«naepf«, added ^ caJcuUtiwa and poww 
of combining of the whites t9 fjte iiutii^tis^ fla<HMf 
^d ferocity of the savages. Tbey poaaeieed ^tm 
tbiist for blqod without their active or pamve c«W 
age— blending th« bad p<Bntj of character in the * 
whites and Indians, witboqt l^e good of »ther, Tb$ 
craeity of dw lodiuis had some riiow of paUioiiQg 
cirpunulaBceB, ia the tteadjr eacfoachariqatf of thf 
whites upon them. Theirs was gratuitous, cold* 
blooded, and without visibk motive, «cept ^at ^nfj 
appeared to hate the race mere inveterfitelf fp' bavr 
ing fled froo) it Yet Siaum Girty, Uke the Ipdi^^ 
Binong wboin be ]ir«d, sonietBneB t»ok t^ fref4 9( 
kindnMB, nobody could divine why, sfid he oaee sg 
twice saved an unhaj^py capture /rom bciqg maafif4 

This vile lisnegado, ^omultsd by t^a laMaBap* 

an or^e, lired ip ^enfyi uvoltad bis pipe, mi 
draok off hip whid^ ia his leg palaee, Be win 
seen abroad dad in a luffled sbirt, a Fed mi Ua4 
eniTonn, with pantaloenR aod gait^ri to aatcb. B$ 
was belted with.diri^ aijd pistojs, aftd woi« ^ watt^ 
with enormous length iJf chw», apd mp^ gMpg 
ornitmeato, all probably the Rpoib of iwrdej. Sfi 
habitedihe stmtt^d, in the ^oorou^ of bis c'm^ 
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in view of the IS-fated captives of the lodiuu, Uke 
the peacock spreading bis morning plamage. Thera 
is little doubt that his capricious acts of aaviag the 
few that were spared through lua intercession, were 
modified remitta of vanity; and that thej were spared 
to make a display of bis power, and the extent of 
his inSneoGe among the Indiana. 

The assemblage of Indians bound to the anaatt 
of Bryanf a station, gatiiered round the shrine of 
Simon Gir^, to hear die response of liiis oHcl« 
touching the intended expeditien. He is said to 
have piuated to them, in a set speech, the abondimce 
md delight of the &ur vall^s of Kui-tack-ee, for 
whKh so moch blood of red men had been shed — 
the land ot clover, deer^ and bufialoes. He descri* 
bed die gradual encraachment of dw whites, and 
&e ccntainty that Hiey would soon oocapy ibe whole 
famd. He proved the necessity of a vigorous, anited, 
and persevering effort agfunst them, aovr while they 
were feeble, and had scarcely gained foot-hold on 
Qm «nl, if they ever kitended to regsdn possessioa 
of their ancient, rich, and rightful domain; assuring 
tiiom, that as things now went on, they would soon 
bare bo hunting grounds worA retaining, no blui- 
bets with which to clothe ttieir naked bacl^, or whis- 
ky to warm and cheer their desolate hearts. They 
wete adviaed to descend the Miami, eroM the Ohio. 
asceu tiie Licking, paddling their cAUoes to the im- 
mediate vicinity of Bryuit's station, which he coun- 
Belied diem to attack. 

Forthwith, the mats of biped wolves raised their 
morderoas yell, as they stated for their canoM ad 



ihe Miami. Girty, in his rufBed ebirt and loldier 
coat, stalked at their head, siletitlj feeding upon hli 
proweiB uid grandeur. 

The station against which the; were destined, io* 
closed forty caUns. They arrived before it on the 
fifteendiof Angastjin the night The inbabitanli 
were advertised of their arrival in' the morning, by 
being fired upon aa they opened the gates. The 
time of their arrival irtB apparently prondential< 
In tro hours most of the efficient male inmates of 
the station were .to have marched to the aid of two 
other stations, which wers reported to have been Kt> 
tacked. This place would thus have he«i left cmb* 
pletely defenceless. As soon as the garrison sa>w 
themselves beueged, they ibund means to de^xit^ 
one of ttieir number to LexingbMi, to announce the 
aisauk and crare aid. SiiUeen mounted men, and 
tbirty^ne on foot, were inanediately despatched to 
ihar assistance. ^ 

The number of the assailants amounted to at itatk 
■ix hundred. In conformity witii the ccnnmon modes 
of tlieir warfare, they attempted to gam the place by 
stratagem. The great body ccncealed themsdvw 
ampng high weeds, on the opptmte side of the station^ 
widiio pistol shot of the spring which supplied it 
with Water. A detachment of a hundred commen- 
ced alalse attack on the south-east angle, witlim 
view to draw the whole attention of the gamson to 
that point They hoped that while the chief forc« 
of the station crowded there, the opposite point 
would bo kft defenceless. In tlua instance thej 
Mclmwd without their hort. The people poootsated 
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their deception, and instead of rctuniiogtiieir fire, 
commenced what had been impnid^itly neglected, 
the repairing their palisades, and patting the Btation 
in a better condition of defence. The tall and lux- 
uriant strammonj weeds instracted t^se wary back- 
woodsmen to suspect that a host of their tawny foe 
lay hid beneath their sheltering f<diagc, luridng for a 
chance to fire upon them, as they ^ould come forft 
for water. 

Let modem wires, who' refiisc to follow thar hus- 
bands abroad, alleging the dangw of the voyage or 
journey, or the unhealthiness of the proposed ren 
dence, or because the remora) will separate them 
&om the pleasures of fashion and socie^, c<Hltam* 
plate the example of the wives of the defenders ot 
this station. These nobis mothers, wives, and daugh* 
' ters, assuring Ac men that there was no probabilify 
fliat the Indians would fire upon them, oSered to go 
out and draw water for the supply of the garrison, 
and that even if they did shoot down a few of them. 
It would not reduce the resources of the gnrrison as 
would the kilHng of the menv The ilhistrious herff 
ines took up their buckets, and marched out to the 
spriiig, espying here and ttiere a painted face, or an 
Indian body crouehcd under Aecovcrt of the wsed». 
Wlie^er their courage or their beauty laminated 
die Indians to Buq>end Uieir fire, does not appear. 
But it was so, tb^ these generous women came and 
went until the reservoir was amply supplied witii 
water. Who will doubt that the husbtnds of such 
wires most have been alike gallant and afleciionate' 

After this example, ti was not difficult to procorc 
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some yoBBg TolaataerB to temipt the Itl^utt in ibt 
>8ote way. As was expected, thej bad scarcely ad> 
vanced bejood Utar station, before a buodred Indi* 
aos fired a abower of bidls apott thuit, happily too 
remote to do more tbaD inflict stight wounds with 
spent balls. Tbey retreated widiin tbe palisades, 
and tbe wiiole Indian force, seeing no remits irom 
strati^ein, rose from their covert and-nubed towards 
the palisade. The exasperation of their rage n>ay 
be iiaagiDed, when they foand eyery thing pre^iared 
for dtetr reception. A well aimed fire drove them 
to a more cftntknis distance. Some c^ Hie more 
mtdaciom of their Dumber, however, ventured m 
near a lew exposed point, as to be able to ^acharg* 
biimkig vrowa npon the roo& of the houaes. S«bw 
of them were fi^d and burnt. Bat an easterly wind 
providentially arose at the moment, and secured the 
mABS of Uie habitations from the further i^iead of 
the flames These they could no l(wg«r reach witti 
(heir bomiog urowi. 

The enemy cowwed bach, and croadied to tb^ 
covertio the weeds; where, pantho^tke, they waited 
for less daBgerous game. Tbey had divided, oa 
b^ng informed, that aid was expected from Lexing- 
toa; and tiiey arranged an arabnicade to interoc^ 
it, on ib af^reacb to tiie gairisoQ. When &e reiit!- 
fwceaient, consisting of {artj-ta perwes, came ia 
■^t, die firing had wholly csased, and the invinblc 
enemy were profoaniUy still. The auxili«ies bur- 
riled on in reckless confidence, under the imprcantm 
ttiat tiiiey had come on a false alarm. A lane opened 
•n avenue to tiie station, through a Aide cwsfield* 
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13ib'ta»e WM wsy-Uui aa eiflier «de» by tiuiaamt 
for ux bandrad j'ards. FtHtonately, it vraa n u d-w w *- 
nier,aBd dr/ ; and the hoisenwii nised m thkk a 
cloud of datt, HuA &n Indiana eould fire only »t nw* 
dom amidst the palpable eloud, aad happily killed 
Dot a tiogbs naiu The footmen weie lesa fertunatat 
BeLDg bijiiad the bone, m sood as Ihey heard &o 
Sriog, tbey disperaed isto the &iok ootb, in bt^es to 
reach &e gan-isoB nnobterred. Tfaey were inter' 
cepted by masses of the lavages, vbo threw tbeov 
arivae between thsip and the statioit. Hard fighting 
eniaed, in wbidi tvo of the footmen were killed sod 
Jmf wflaoded. 8oob after the detacbnent bad 
jmned their friends, and tbe ladiant were again 
enmching close in tbeir covert, tibe nomereai flodtt 
and herds of tfie station c^oe in from tiie woods at 
aswU, qwetly nunioattngv as thej made their wi^ 
towaak their nig^it^penB. Upon these hamiess na< 
nals the Indians wreaked utvKdcsted revenge, and 
completely destroyed them. 

A little after lunaet the fiunous Siitaon, in aM Us 
official splendor, covertly ap}»oach«d tbe garrisoo, 
iBoonted a stamps whence be could bfr beard' by the 
pe<^ of the station, and holding a flag of traosi 
demanded a paMey aod the surrender tf the plui& 
He managed his propowls with no snail d^rec of 
art, aangmog, in imitation of ^ commMidere of what 
are caSed civilieed armies, that his proposals w^a 
dictated by humanity and a wish to spare the effiision 
of blood. He affirmed, that is case of a prompt son 
render, he could answer for the safety of the ^lOt 
BMCt; bit tiiet in tb« event of tnfaing fte ^rrisoD by 
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•toTB, he could sol; that owinoo aad a. rnhiforocineiri 
were approachiBg, Id which case they nnat be aware 
that their paMsades eoald do longer interpoee any re* 
ttat^ncc to their atteck^ or secure tbena froni the vcxt^ 
geance of an exasperated foe. He calculated that 
bis imposing language would have the more effect ia 
ptodnoiDg belief and cowtcnwUioti, inauDoch as tbe 
garrisos must know, tliat tbe same foe bad nsod ca»- 
BUI ID the attack of Raddle's and Martin'i stalioDS. 
Two of their number had beea already alaiD, and 
tfaere were four wounded in tbe garrison; and soma 
AocB were seen to blanch ai Girty continued his bar 
ongue of menace, and insidious playupm their fean. 
Seme of the more considerate of the garrisM, appri* 
■ed by tbe result, of the £^y of aUowiDg such a nfr> 
gotiation to Intimidate the garriicui in that way, called 
oat to shoot the rascal, adding the cuitOMary Kea- 
txu^y epithet. Giity insisted apm tiie niUvena) 
protectitHi ereiy where accorded to a flag of tniee^ 
while this parley lasted; and demaoded with great 
aMuned dignity, if they did not know who it was 
that ilHis addressed th«nT 

A spirited yoaog man, named Rf^solite, efwhow 
tkcnost honorable mention is madein the subscquea^ 
uinah of the contests with tbe Indip% wu selected 
hy tile garrison to reply to the renegade Indian nego* 
tifttor. Hit object seems to have been te remove the 
depression occasioned by Girty'i ipeecb, by treatii^ 
it with dension ; and peihapt to establish a reputation 
fiwr socoessfiil waggery, as he bad already for bard 
figbtiogi 
- **Yoa aifc," atnwered he, *^f we do net know you I 
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Knowyoa! Yes. We know you too well. Know 
Simon Girty! Yes. He is the renegado, eowardl; 
villain, who loves to murder women and children, 
especially those of his own people. Know Simon 
Girty! Yes. His father was a pantherand hisdam 
a wolf. I have a worthless dog, that kills lambs. 
Instead of shooting him, I have named hira Simon 
Girty, Yon expect reinforcements and camion, do 
youT Cowardly wretches, like you, that make war 
upon women and children, woold not dare to touch 
them oS, if you had them. We expect reinforce- 
ments, too, and in numbers to give a short account 
of the murdering cowards that follow you. Even if 
^w could batter down our pickets, I, for one, hold 
yourpeople in too much contempt to discharge ri6ea 
at them. Should you see cause to enter our fort, I 
have been roasting a great number of hickory 
■witches, with which we mean to whip your naked 
cat-throats out of the country." 

Simon, apparently little edified or flattered by this 
speech, wished him some of his hardest curses; and 
ofiecting to deplore the obstinacy and. infatuation of 
the garrison, the ambassador of ruffled shirt and sol- 
dier coat withdrew. The besieged gave a good ac- 
count of every^e, who came near enough to take a. 
Cur shot. But belore morning they decamped, 
marching direct to the Blue Licks, where they ob- 
tained very diSerent success, and a most signal and 
bloody triumph. We shall there agmn meet Daniel 
Boone, in his accustomed traits of heroism and ma^ 
niuiiiaity* 

I :„i- I ,C(K>tjl>J 
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CHAPTER Vin. 



Boone being ftUBckedbj two buliiuii nnr the Blue Ucb, killa dten 
both — Ii iSternm6t taken piisaner uid meiched lo Old ChlUkotb* 
— Ii adopted by the Indiuw— Indian cnemaaiM. 

Ws return to the subject oC our memoir, from 
which the reader may imagine we have wandered 
too long. He bad- aJready conducted die defence 
•f Boonesborougb, during two Indian uegOB. The 
general estiniate of his activity, vigilance, courage, 
woA enterprise, was constantly rising. By the Indi- 
ans be was regarded as the most formidable and in- 
telligent captain of the Long'^nife; and by th« , 
settlers and immigrants as a disinterested and heroic 
patriarch of Hie infant settlements. He often sup- 
plied desfitute families gratoitoitely with game. 
He performed the duties of suireyor and spy, gen- 
erally as a volunteer, asd without compensation. 
When iRHnigrant families were approaching the 
country, he often went out to meet them and con- 
duct them to the settlements. Sucli, in general, 
were the paternal feelings of tlie ^neers of thii 
yonng colony. 

The country was easily and amply supplied with 
n^t from the chase, and with vegetables from the 
fertility of the soil. The hardy settlers could train 
fliemselves without difficulty to di^ense with many 
things which habit and long use in (he old settle- 
ments had led them to consider as necessaries. But 
to every form of civilized communities wit is an 



in^spemable article. Tbe aetderaent of Booiiet> 
borough had been fixed near a lick, irttb a view to 
tbe BuppI; of tlwt article. But tbe amoiHit vu 
found to be Ter; inadequate to Ibe growing de- 
sand. Tbe settleBneit deemed it neeesauy to send 
out a company to select a place where tbe whole 
coaatiy could be supplied with that article at a 
feowonble rate. ' 

CtqttaiB B««ne waa deputed hj tbe aettlento^ 
1^ serriee. He selected tibktj associates, and set 
wt on ttw first of Janvarr, 1779, fnr tbe Bluo 
!,«][% on Idckbag river, a well known str^a emp' ' 
tying ioto the Okao^ opponte n^vere CisdiUMti now 
rtvidh Tbcy arrived at ti»e place, and aiccessful^ 
eooraienced tbeir apera^os. Boone, instead ol 
ttlms a pwt in tlte diumal and aointennqpted 1ft 
bw of e«ip<nrating tbe water, peribmed tibc morti 
coogetoal dvitjr ti£ faqnling to keep tbe tnmfanj in 
pPOT^otM, while thef labered. la tlw purmt ba 
hod one da; wandered some £staace from tbe baoli 
of flio lirer. Two Indians, amed with muskets, — 
iw they bad now general!; added these effieieat 
venpOBs to tbeir t<«aahawlH — carac upw him. Hi* 
6nt ftiovght was te retieat. But he discovered 
from Qtar nimbleness, that this T,as imponible. 
^s second thought was resistance, and he slipped 
betuttd a tree to.awsit their comiBg widiin r^e 
•hot. Be then exposed bimaeH* so &a to attract ^ar 
aim. The imeraost levelled his ransket. Eo<»kv 
vrtw could do^e tbe fiasb, at the pt^asg of. the tiiig; 
gtf, drained behind tds tree unhurt. His acxt ob* 
JMt waa to cause the five trf* tbe aaeood nmsbet to be 
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ttowini amty in the tame manner. He agaia expo* 
•cd a part of his person. The eager Indiim in^ 
Btantl^ fired, and Boone evaded the shot as before. 
Both tbe Indians, having thrown away their 'firei 
were eagerly striving, but with trembUng hands, to 
reload. Trepidation and too much haste retarded 
Ibeir object. Boone drew bia ride and one of 
ttiem fell dead. The two antagomcts, now on 
equal grounds, the one vnsheathing his knife, and 
tite other poising his tomahawk, rasbed toward tha 
dead body of the fallen Indian. Boone, placing 
' tris ibot oa the dead body, dextertmsly received 
the well aimed tomahaiA of his powerfiil enemy on 
&e barrel of his rifle, thus preventing bis skull from 
being cloven by it. In the very attitude of firing 
Hk Indiati had exposed his body to the knife of 
Bocffle, who plunged it in bis body to the hilL 
This is the achieyemcnt commemorated in sculpture 
over the southern door of ^ Rotttnda in the Capi- 
tol at Wa^ngton. 

This adventure £d not deter faim from ezponng 
himself in a similar way again. He was once more 
hmiting for the salt makers, when, on the seventh 
day o{ February JbllowHig, he came in view of i 
body of one hundred and two Indians, evidently on 
tfieir march to the assault of Boonesborougb— that 
being a particular maHc ftn* Indian revenge; They 
were in want of a prisooer, from wIkmd to obtain 
intelligence, and Boone was ibe person of all oth* 
«n, whom they dedred. He fled; but funong so 
many warriors, it proved, diat smne were swifter of 

r:„i- :i-,G00tjl>J 
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foot than himself, and these overtook him and mads 
him prisoner. 

By a tedious and drcuitoas march they bnragbt 
him beck to the Blue Licks, and took their meas- 
ares with bo much cauUon, as to make twenty-seTen 
of the thirty salt makers prisoners. Boone obtain^ 
ed for ti)em a capitulation, which stipulated, that 
fheir Ures should be spared, and that they shoald 
be kindly treated. The fortunate three, that esca- 
ped, had just been sent home with the salt that had 
been made during their ill-&ted expedition. 

Hie Indians were ffuthful to the stipulations of 
the capitulation; and treated their prisoners with 
M much kindness both on their way, and after 
Ih^ airlTBl at Chillicothe, as their habits and 
means would admit. The march was rapid and & 
tigolng, occupying three days of weaUier nnusoally 
cold and inclement. 

The captivity of twenly-eight of the select and 
bravest of the Kentucky settlers, without the hope 
of liberation or exchange, was a severe blow to 
the infant settlement Had the Indians, after this 
achievement, immediately marched agmnst Boonc» 
borough, so materially diminished in its means of 
defence, they might either have taken the [dace by 
(nr|)rise, or, availing themselves of the influence 
which the poBsesdon of tiiese prisoners gave them 
orer the fears and afiections of the inmates, might 
have procured a capitulation of the fort Follow- 
ing np this plan in progression, the weaker station 
would have followed the example of BoonesiK>- 
rough ; nnce it is hardly snpposable, that the uni- 
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ted influence of fear, example, and the menace of 
tiie tnasaicre of bo many prisoners would not liave 
procured the surrender of all the rest. But^ though 
on various occasions they manifested the keenest 
observation, and the acutest quickness of instinc- 
tive cunning — though their plans were generally 
predicated on the soundest reason, they showed in 
this, and in all cases, a want of the combination of 
thought, and the abstract and extended views of 
the whites on such occasions. For a single effort, 
nothing could be imagined vriser than their views. 
For a combination made up of a number of ele> 
meotg of calculation, they had no reasoning powers 
at all. 

Owing to this want of capad^ for combined op- 
erations of thought, aqd their liabitual intoxication 
of excitement, on the issue of carrying some impoi^ 
tant enterprise without \(j^, they hurried home with 
their prisoners, leaving the voice of lamentation and 
the sentiment of extreme dejection among the be- 
reaved inmates of Boonesborough. 

Throwing all the recorded incidents and circnm- 
itances of the hfe of Boone, during bis captivity 
among them, together, we shall reserve them for an- 
other place, and proceed here to record what befell 
him among the whites. 

He resided as a captive among the Indians until 
the following March. At that time, he, and ten of 
tite persons who were taken with him at the Blue 
Licks, were conducted by forty Indians to Detroit, 
where the party arrived on the thirteenth of tiie 
month. The ten men were put into the hands of 
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Gorernor Hamilton, who, to his io6nite credit, 
treated them with kiadneBe. For each of these 
they received a moderate ransom. Such was their 
respect, and even a£kction for the hunter of Ken 
tucky, and such, perhaps, their estimate of his ca> 
pabili^ of annojing them, that althoagh Goreraor 
Hamilton offered them the lai^e sum of a hundred 
pounds sterling for his ransom, they utterly refused 
to part with him.. It may easily be imagined^ in 
what a rexatiouB predicament this circumstance 
placed him; a circiunstance so much the more em- 
barrassing, as "he c<wld not express his solicitude for 
dcliTOrance, without alarming the Jealousy and ill 
feeling of the Indians. Struck .with his appeap- 
ence and development of character, several. Eng- 
lish g«ntlemen, generonsly impressed with a scosa 
of his painful portion, oSered bim a sum of money 
adequate to the supply of his necessities. Unwil- 
ling to accept such favors from the enemies of his 
country, he refused their kindness, alleging a motive 
at once conciliating and magnanimous, that it would 
probably never be in his power to repay them. It 
will be necessary to contemplate his desolate and 
forlorn condition, haggard, and without any adequate 
clothing in that inclement climate, destitute of money 
or means, and at the same time to realize that these 
men, who so generously offered him money, were in 
league with those that were waging war against the 
United States, fully to appreciate tbe patriotism and 
magnanimity of this refusal. It is very probable, 
too, that these men acted from the int^ested motive 
of wishing to bind the hands of this stem border 
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mtmor rrom any furthar annoyaace to them and 
fheil- red allies, hy motives 4^ gratitade and a seme 
•fobLgation. 

It must have beeU raortiiyteg to his spirit t(^ leattt 
his capUve assodates in coiBfertable habitati<HW ««1 
among a civilised pe(^>le «t Deteoit, while he, tin 
■iogle vhite snaa of the cMoptmy, was obliged ta 
accomt>aiij hifl red masters ti»ough the forest ia A 
long and painfo) JDumey of fiAeen dtiye, at the close 
of wbidr be foand hidneelf again at Old ChiUicothe, 
as the town was called. 

This town was inhabited bjr the Shawnese, and 
Boone was placed in a most severe school, in which 
to learn Indian Modes andceremonieB, by being hiia> 
■eif the subject of them. On the return of tJie party 
that led him to theif bmne, he learned that sonM 
superstitious scru|de induced them to halt at mid-day 
when Hear dieir village, in order to solemnize tbeir 
rebm by enteriag tiieir (own in the evening. A 
runner was de^h^ed Irom tbeir halting place t6 
mstrttct Ae chief and the village touching the mata> 
rial incidents of their expeditioDi 

Before the expedition made the fariamphal entry 
into their village, Aey clad their white prisoner in a 
new druf, of material and fashion like theirs. They 
proce^cd to shave bis head and skewer his hair after 
tbdr own fashion, and then rottged him with a plen- 
tiliil smearing of vermilloa and put into his hand A 
white stafi^ gorgeoasly tasselated with the tails of 
deer. The warK:aptain or leader of the expediticsk 
gave as many yelk as they had taken prisoneis atil 
•calpa. Tim q>erai«d as efiectaulljai ringing a 
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tocMioy to aaiembJe tiie wb^ village round the can^ 
Aa BooD su the warriors froK the village appearei^ 
ibur jOQng warriors from the camp, the two first car- 
rying each a calumet, approached the prisoner, chan- 
ting a song as they went, and taking him by the amn^ 
led him in triumph, to the cabin, where be was te 
remain until the aimoiUKement of his doom. The 
rcstdeot in ttus eabin, b; their immemorial usage, 
had the power of determining his fate, whether to 
be tortured and burnt at the- ^ke, ot- adopted into 
ttte tribe. 

The present occupant of the cabin happened to be 
a woman, who had lost a son during the war. It if 
Tery probable that she was faTorafoly impressed to- 
wards biiB by noting his fine person, and Ins firm 
and cbeeriul visage— circumstances whkb impress 
the women of the red people still more strongly thaa 
' the men. She contesr^lated him stedlksily for soma 
time, and sympathy and humanity trinm[riied,aitd sho 
declared that she adopted liim in place of the son she 
had lost. The two young men, who bore the C€t)u* 
met, instantly nnpinioned his hands, treating him 
with kindness and respect. Food was brought him, 
and he was informed that be was considered as a son, 
and she, who had adopted him, as bis mother. He 
was soon made aware, by demonstrations that could 
not be dissembled or inistakaiy>tiiat he was actually 
bved, and trusted, as- if he ceaUy were, what hitf 
adoption purported to make bim. In a few days he 
■ufiei'cd no other penal^ of captivity than inability 
to return to his family. He was sufficiently instnit^ 
ted in Indian customs to know well, that any discov- 
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_ ered purpose . or attempt to ejoape would be punished 
wUb instant death. 

Strange caprice of iascrutable instiact» and re- 
sults of habit! A circumstance, apparently fortui- 
tous and 'accideotal, placed him in the midst of an 
Indian taimlj, the female owner of which loved 
him with the most disinterested tenderness, and lav- 
ished upon him all the affectionate aentiments of a 
mother towards a 8on> Had the die of his lot be^ 
cast otherwise, all the jnhabitants of the village 
would have raised the death song, and each indir 
vidual would have been as fiercely unfeeling to tor- 
ment him, as thej were now covetous to show him 
kindness. It is astonishing to see, in their habits of 
this sort, no interval between friendship and kind- 
ness, and the most ingenious and unrelenting bar- 
barity. Placed between two posts, and Ms arms 
and feet extended between them, nearly in the form 
1^ a person suffering cruciBxion, he would have been 
burnt to death at a slow fire, while men, women, 
and child;'en would have danced about him, occa;> 
lionally applying torches and burning splinters to 
the most exquisitely sensible parts of the frame, pro 
longing bis torture, and exulting in it with the de> 
nioniac exhilaration of gratified revenge 

This was the most common fate uf prisntu of 
war at that time. Sometimes they fastened the 
victim to a single stake, built a fire of green wood 
about him, uid then raising their yell of exultation, 
marched off into the desert, leaving him to expire 
unheeded and alone. At other times they killed 
their prisoners by amputating their Limbs jwnt \>y 
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joint. Otben tfaey destroyed b^ pouiii^ (w them, 
from time to time, streams of scalding water. Al 
, other times they have been seeo to haag their vic- 
tim to a sapling b%e hy the hands, bending it down , 
nntil the wretched eufierer has seen himself swing^g 
up utd down at the play of the breeze, his feet often 
withia a. foot of the ground. In a word, they seem 
to hare exbaoBted the inrenticm and ingcnui^ of all 
tiDoe and all countries in the horrid aft of inflictiug 
torture. 

The mention of a circooistance equally extraor- 
dinary in the Indian character, may be recorded 
here. If the sufferer in these afflictions be an In- 
dian, during the whole of his agony a strange 
rivalry passes between them which shall outdo each 
other, they inflicting, and he in enduring these toi- 
4ures. Not a groan, not a sig^, not s distortion of 
countenance is allowed to escape him. He ono^esj 
and looks even cheerful. He occasionally cbaoti 
a stndn of his war son^. He vaunta his exploitt 
performed in afflicting death and desolation in their 
villages. He enumerates the names of their rela 
tives and friends that he has slain. He menaces 
them with the terrible revenge that his friends wiD 
inflict by way of retaliation. He even derides theii 
ignoramce in the art of tormenting; assures thera 
that he had afliicted much more ingenious tortur* 
upon their people; and indicates more excruciatiag 
modes of inflicting pain, and more sensitive parts of 
the frame to which to apply them. 

They are exceedingly dexterous in the horrid Bur 
gicol operation of taking off the scalp — that Lb. a 
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considerable surface of the hair^ integument of the 
crown of the craoium. Terrible as the operation 
is, there are not wanting great numbera of cases of 
persons who have survived, and recovered from it. 
The scalps of enemies thas taken, even when not 
paid for; ax has been too often the infamous custom 
of their white auxiliaries, claiming to be civilized, 
are valued as badges of family honor, and trophies 
of the bravery of the warrior. On certain dajs aad 
occasions, young warriors talce a new name, constt* 
tuting a Dew claim to honor, according to the num- 
ber of scalps tiiey have taken, or the bravery and 
exploits of those from whom they were taken. This 
name they deem a sufficient compensadon for every 
fetigue and danger. Another ludicrous superslidoQ 
tends to inspire them with the most heroic senti* 
ments. They believe that all the fame, intelligence, 
and "bravery that appertained to the enemy they 
have slain is transferred to them, and thencefor- 
ward becomes their intellectual property. Hence, 
they are excited with the most earnest appetite to 
kill warriors of distinguished fame. This article of 
Indian faith affords an apt illustratioD of the ordina>- 
rj influence of envy, which seems to inspire the 
person whom it torments with the persuasion, that 
all the merit it can contract from the envied becomes 
its own, and that the laurels shorn from another's 
brow will sprout on its own. 

He witnessed sdso tiieir modes of hardening their* 
children to that prodigious power of uoshrinking 
endurance, of which such aftonisbing efiTects bavtt 
just been recorded. This may be fitly termed ih« ' 
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iDdiui ayatem of gymnaatica. The bodies of the 
childrea of both sexes are inured to hardships by 
compelUng them to endure prolonged fastings, and to 
bathe in the coldest water. A child of eight years, 
fasts half a day; and one of twelve, a whole day 
without food or drink. The ^e is blacked during 
the fast, and is washed immediately before eating. 
The male face is entirely blacked ; that of Uie female 
only 00 the cheeks. The course is discontinued in 
the case of the male at eighteen, and of the female 
at fourteen. At eighteen, the boy is instructed by his 
parents that his education is completed, and that he 
is old enough to be a man. His face is then black- 
ed for the last time, and he is removed at the dis- 
tance of some miles from the village, and placed in 
a temporaiy cabin. He is there addressed by hit 
parent or gu^dian to this purport: "My son, il 
has pleased the Great Spirit that you should live to 
see this day. We all have noted your conduct 
since I first blacked your face. They well under- 
Btand whether you have strictly followed the advice 
I have given you, and they will conduct themselvea 
tow^4s you according to their knowledge. Yoa 
must remain here until I, or some of your inendSf 
come for you." 

The party then returns, resumes his gun, and 
■eeming to forget the sufferer, goes to his hunting aa 
usual, and the son or ward is left to endure hunger 
as long as it can he endured, and the parly survive. 
The hunter, meanwhile, has procured the materials 
for a feajt, of which the ftiends are invited to par* 
' take They accompany ttie father or guardian t» 
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the uofortuDate starving subject He then accom- 
paniea them home, and is bathed in cold water, and 
his head shaved after the Indian fashion — all but a 
■mall space on the centre of the crown. He is then 
allowed to take food, which, however, as a conse- 
crated thing, is presented him in a vessel distiuct 
from that used hj the rest. Aiter he has eaten, bo 
is presented with a looking-glass, and a bag of ver- 
milion. He is then complimented for the firmness 
with which he baa sustained his fasting, and is told 
that he is henceforward a man, and to he considered 
as such. The instance is not known of a boj eat- 
ing or drinking while under this interdict of the 
blacked &ce. Thej are deterred, not only bj the 
Btrong sentiments of Indian honor, hut hy a persua. 
(don that the Great Spirit would severely punish such 
disobedience of parental aulbority. 

The most honorable mode of marriage, and diat 
generally pursued by the more distinguished war- 
riors, is to assemble the friends and relatives, and 
consult with them in regard to the person whom it 
is expedient to marry. The choice being made) the 
relations of the young man collect such presents as 
they deem proper for the occasion, go to the parents 
of the woman selected, make known the wishes of 
their friend, deposit their present, and return witb- 
ont waiting for an answer. The relations of the 
girl assemble and consult on tiie subject. If they 
confirm flie choice, they also collect presents, dress 
her in her best clothes, and take her to the friends 
of the bridegroom who made the application for the 
match, when it is understood that the marriage ii - 
13 
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ccmpUted. She benelf haa stiU a aegatwe; and 
it* she disapprove the match, the presents from tho 
fiiends of the jxMiog man are returned, and thU w 
eoDsidered aa a refusal. Hatkj of the more north- 
em natious, as the Dacotaa, for exaDq>Ie, have a cob* 
torn, that, when the husbmd deceases, his widow 
imoteduttdy manifeate the deepest mourning, hy 
putting off* all her fioerj, and dresses herself us 
the coarsest Indian attire, the sackcloth of Indiaa 
lamentation. Meanwhile she makes up a re^ectfr 
ble nzed buodle of her clothes into the form of a 
kind of dtdl-man, wlucb represeots her husband 
"With this she sleeps. To this she conTcneaaad 
relates the sorrows of her desolate heart. It would 
be indecorous for any warrior, while she )s in this 
predicament, to ^w her an; attentions of ^lUaiH 
t(y. I^e never puts on any-halilimeats hat those 
of sadness and disSgnrement. The only comfort she 
is permitted in tins desc^te state is, that herbudgefe- 
ted husband is penmttcd, when drams are passing, 
to bo cQBaidered as a Hving one, and she is allowed 
to cheer ber depressed spirits irith a double drami 
that of her hudget^tusbwid and ber own. After a 
full year of tiiis penance wiih the budgct4>usbim4 
die is allowed to escbanga it fiw a living cme, if she 
can find him. 

When an Indian part^ fi>rms &n private revenge 
the object is accon^Iished in the following manner; 
The Indian who seeks revenge, proposes his projed 
to obt^n it to some of his more intimate associatec, 
and requests them to accompany him. When the 
. . eqoisite number is obtained, and the plan arranged 
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It is ^ept a prsfbund' Becret from aU others, and the 
propoaer of the plan ia considered the leader. The 
part/ leaTei the vilk^ seofetl;, and in Uie mghl. 
When the/ halt for the night, the elderi encamp itt 
front, and flie jonnger in the rear. 'Rk foremen 
bant for the part/, and perfoim th« duty of epies. 
The Utter cook, make the fires, mend the moccasins, 
ami perfwrn the other drudger/ of the expedition. 
- Every war part/ has a small budget, called the 
war budget, which contains lomethiDg beloiiging to 
each (tae of the party, gtaierallj representing some 
«tuinal;f»r ezample}thcd(in of aanalie, the toil of a 
bofl^o, the' skin (tf a martin, or (he leathers of some 
extraordinary bird. Tbia budget is considered a sa* 
cr«d deposit, and is canied by some perstui selected 
for the purpose, who ntacches- in front, and leads the 
par^ against fiw enemy. Wbett the par^ halts, 
iJie budget is deposited in btmi, and no person passes 
Uwithout atttbortty. Noeue, while atieli an e^bi- 
tion is pefiding, is allowed to lay his pack on a log, 
converse about women or his home. Wheti tbcy 
encamp, the heart of whatever beast they have killed 
<ta the preceding day is cut into snail pieces and 
bnmt. No person ia allowed, while it is burmngj' to 
step across tbe fire, but must go round it, and always 
in the direction of the sun. 

When an attack Is to be made, the wu budget is 
opened, and each man takes out his budget, or totem, 
and attaches it to that part of his body which has 
been indicated by tradition from his ^ancestoia. 
When the attack is commenced, the body of the 
fighter is painted, generally black, and is almost nar 
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ked. After the action, each party retams his Mmi 
to the commander of the par^, who carefully wraps 
them all up, and delivere them to the man vbo has 
taken the fint prismier or scalp ; aod he is entitled to 
&e honor of leading the party home in triumph. 
The war budget is then hung in front of the door of 
the person who carried it on the march agiunst the 
enemy, where it remans suspended thirty or forty 
days, and some one of the party often sings and dan- 
ces round it 

One mode of Indian burial seems to hare pre- 
vailed, not only among the Indians of the lakes and 
of tiie Ohio valley, but over all the western country. 
Some lay the dead body on the surface of the ground^ 
make a crib or pen over it, and cover it with bark. 
Others lay the body in a grave, covering it first with 
baric, and then with earth. Others make a coffin 
oat of the cWen section of trees, in the form of 
plank, and suspend itfrom tiie top of a tree. Noth 
ingcanbemoreaSeetingthan tosee ayoung mother 
hanging the coffin that contains the remains of her 
beloved child to the pendent branches of the flower- 
ing maple, and singing her lament over her love had 
hope* as. it waves in the breeK. 
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CHAPTER IX 



Boone bKomw a hTOrile amongtha Indiuit— ^«cdotei reliUing ta Idi 
cspdnt; — Tleir mode of tonneatii^ and bimuni priscmen — TheL 
Ibnitude nndei ihe inflictimi of loituR— Coitceiied auack ou Boonu- 
bonnigb — Boone escapes. 

Boo^iB, being now a son in a prindpal Siawnee 
family, presents bfanself in a new light to oar obsep- 
ration. We would be glad to be able give a diun- 
nal record of his modes of depoiteKot, and getting 
along. UnhappOy, the records are few and meagre. 
It will be obvious, that the necesu^ for a more pro 
found dissknulation of coetentment, cbeeHalnew, 
and a feeling of loving his home, waa stronger tbaa 
ever. It was a semblance that must be daily and 
hourly sustuned. He would never have acquitted 
tumselfsnccesifully, but for a wondei^ versatili^f 
vbich enabled him to enter into the spirit of wliat- 
ever parts he was eiJled nptm to silEtaiii; aod a real 
love for the huntiag and purai^ of the Indians, 
which rendered what waa at first assumed, vrith a 
little practice, and the infiuence of hal^ easy and 
Datural. He soon became in semblance so thor- 
oughly one of them, and was able in all those points 
of [mictiGe which give them r^Hitatimi, to ^to- 
fiuct himself vritji so mnch sicill and adroitacss, 
ftat he gaiaed tlUe entire confidence of the family 
into which he was adopted, and become as dear (o 
bis mother of adoption as her own son- 
Trials of Indian strength and skill are among 
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(heir most common atmisementa. Boone was soon 
challenged to competition in these trials. In these 
renconntera of loud laughter and boisterous merri- 
ment, where all that was done seemed to pass into 
obliviOD as fast as it transpired, Bocme had too much 
tact and keen obserration not to perceive that jeal- 
ousy, envy, and the origin of hatred often lay hid 
under the apparent recklessness of indifierence. 
He vaa not soiry that some of the Indians could 
FBalljr beat him in the race, though extremelj light 
of foot; and thait in the game of ball, at which they 
had been practised all their lives, he was decidedly 
inferico'. But tkere was anpther sport — that of 
i^MOtiog at a mark — a new custom to the Indiana 
but recently habituated to tiie use of fire iirms} ^ 
practice which they bad learned Aom the wbitea, 
and they were ezcesdrely jealous of r^utatifm ^ 
great skill in this exercise, so important in hunting 
and war. Boone was challenged to shoot with them 
at a mark. It placed him in a most perplexing 
dilemma. If b^ shot lus beM^ be could easily and 
far excel their most practised marksmen. But be 
was aware, that to display his superiority would 
never be forgiven him. On the other hand, to fall 
&r shmrt of them in an - execdae which had been 
hitiierto pecuBar to the whites, would forfeit tbeif 
respect. lo this predicament, he judiciously ^owed 
tmnself sometimes to be beatm; and wbenit becaoMt 
pradent to put fortii all hia skill, a- well dissembled 
haouH^ and careleasnesB subdued the naordficatitHA 
and envy of the defeated competitor. 
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He WBB ofteD permitted to accorapanf tbein la 
their huoting parties; and here their habits and his 
tircumstancea alike inroked him to do his best. 
They applauded bis skill and success as a hunter, 
with DO nuztare of envy or ill will. He was.par- 
ticulat-Iy fortunate in conciliating the good will of 
the ^lawnee chief. To attain this result, Boone 
not only often presented him with a share of his 
game, but adopted the mere winning deportmuit of 
alwaja afiecting to treat his opinions and coonsels 
with deference. The cfaiet^ on his part, often took 
occasoQ to speak of Boone as a most consummate 
profituent in hunting, and a wanioi of great brav^ 
rj, Not long after his rendence among them, be 
had oGcafflon to witness their manner of celebrating 
dudr victories, bj beingan eye wibiess to one which 
commemorated the successful return of a war par^ 
with some scalps. 

.Within a day's mardi of the village, the par^ 
dispatched a runner with the joyful intelligence of 
tiieir sacceiBj achieved without loss. £very cabia 
in the village was immediately ordered to be swept 
pOTfectly clean, with the religions intention to bas- 
isb every source of pollutitm that miji^t mar the 
ceremony. The women, exceedingly fearful of con- 
tributing in tmy way to tins pollution, commenced 
an inveterate sweeping, gathtjing up-thc ccdlected 
diit, mid carefully placing it in a heap behind the 
dovr. There it remuncd until the medicine man, 
or priest, who presides over the powow, ordoed 
them to remove it, »id at &e same time every sav- 
-gft implement and utensil upon wludli the womea 



140 tawM or-wjttML soom 

had laid thar baada dnring the abaeuee of the 
«zpedItiOD> 

Next day the party caae in sigbt of the village, 
painted in alternate compartaoenta of red and black, 
tiieir heads envelt^ed in nvaa's down^ and the cea- 
tK of &eir crowD, nirmounted vith king wfaUe. 
feathers. The; advanced, singing their var a<mg, 
and beariog the scalps on a verdaat brandi of 
evergreen. 

Arrived at the village, tiie chief irbo bad led 
- the part^ advaikced before his warriorB to tui 
vrioter cabin, encircling it in an order of mardh 
coab^r; to the coune of the bub, singiiig the war 
■ong ailer a particalar mode, sometime on the tea 
^ and Bometiines on the bass key, smnetinaei is 
high and shrill, and somefiinee io deep and gHttuial 
M^es. The toaitar, or sexYant of the leadw, called 
Etiisu, placed a couple of blocks of wood sear the 
warfde, (q^osite the doOT of a circular cabia, 
called the het-hwse, in the centre of wlueh was the 
council fire. On tiiese blocks he rested a kind 
ttf ark, deeaied among their most sacred tiangs. 
While diis was transactiug &e pattj were yi»- 
£Dwndlr sileiit. The chief bade ^1 set down, and 
tfaea inquired wbe&er Us cabin was prepared and 
every tiiiBg unpolluted, acconHng to the castom of 
their fathers?. After the answer, tiiey rose up ia 
concert and began &e wv-whoop, vndki&g slowty 
round tiie war^pole as they eung. All the conse- 
crated IMags were ihea cB^ried, with no small Aum 
of solomBity, into Ae bot4iouBc. Here ihejr remain- 
ed three whole days and nights, in separation from 
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dw rort of tbe people, applyiDgw«na aUutioiu to 
their bodies^ aod epriukiing theiBselvei witli a dfr- 
ctiction of -atrnkB root During a part of tbo tiiBO, 
the female f^^ont of each of the coBsecrated 
eorapaay^ after baTtog batiaed, ao<»&ted, aod dreit 
ttienuelTeB in titdf &ieft apparel, stood, is two 
lines opjAaite tiie door, tad i^ciag each other. 
This ebaerTanoe ^y kept up through the m^it, 
ntteriag a. pscidiai, nuMiotoDoas song, in a ahrilt 
voiced a miBste; then iatennittiiig it abmit tea 
Bunutes, aod reMuciDg it sgain. Wb^ not si&ging 
their nleoce was profwuid- 

The duef^ roeanwhile, at iatervals of about tlu-aa 
bean* came <rat at the h«ad of bis con^Hay, ruted 
the war-'wfao^cukd mardied round the reid wai^pole, 
biding in his right hand the pine or«adarbon|^ 
•D vbidi the scalps were attached, waring th^i 
backward and ienrard, and theu Feturoad again. To 
tJieseceremoDieitlieyconibnnedwiUioat tfifl«lig^ 
est iBtennptioB, during the wh<de three days* puri> 
Acation. To proceed with the whole details of A» 
ceremony to its dwe, would be tedious. We doaa 
it, oal^ adding, that a small twig of die erer^«ea 
was fixed up«a the roof of- each one of tlwir eabins» 
witii a fragment of ^escalps attadied to it, aad 
Has, as it appeared, to i^pease the ghosts of their 
xlead. WbenJBoene askied them ibe meaning of all 
these long and tedimu cetemonieB, &ef aiisw«ned 
lum by a word whicb literally ia^orts "holy." The 
leader and bis vaiim kept ap!fal>aod eowtbaed the 
(wificatfsn thxce days loagort and th& estw o a y 
dosed. 
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He obseired, that wben their war-partafes wteruba 
troman e*pe«tion, and had arrive* iwar ttwirv* 
lage, tbey followed ftieir file leader, in wbat iscalM 
Indian Jtte, ©ne hy onte, each a tew yards behind the 
other, to gWe the proceBsioa ao ^ipearance flf great- 
er length and dignity- If the expedition had been 
ansBCcessfcl, and they had lort aay ©f thetf fwrioja, 
riiey returned irithout cereowny paid in noiBrfeai 
iadnesB. But if they had been suceessfal, they fired 
their guns iB platoons, yelKng,whoopmg,andinsul- 
tii^ their jj^BOners, if they had made any. Nea» 
their tcrwn wa» a large squnre arc*i with a WBff-p«^ 
hi the centre, eipressly prepared ft* wch parposea. 
To tM» ttiey fasten their priseners. They aie»-»*- 
▼ance to the house of their leRder, renwinffltg -witb- 
out, and standing roand his red wiu>poIe, ontil they 
detemdnc concerning fte fate of their prisoner. If 
any prisoner ahould be fOTtunate eftough to break 
from his* pinions, and escape into tiie house of th« 
chi^ medicine man, or conductor of flie-powow, it 
it an inviolable aeylumi and by immemorial osaget 
the reAigee is saved from ^e fire. • 

Captives far advanced in life, or such as had beM 
known to have" shed the Wood of their tribe, wera 
•ore to atone for fteir decrepitode, or past aelivi^ 
ia shedding blood, by being bomt to death. They 
readily know those Indians who have killed ntuiy, 
by tile blue maib on their breasts and ums, whit^ 
indicate the number 4hey have slaai. These hrero- 
gtyphics are to tiiemas si^rificmt as our tJi^heticad 
diaracters. The inkw^ i^ch Aese slmscten 
are impressed, ia a sort of lampblack, iHcp' hI from 
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,the BOot of burning pine, which thej catch b; caos- 
iHg it to pass through a sort of greased funnel. Hbt- 
iog prepared this lampblack, tbej tatioo it into the 
•kin, by puactures made with thorns or the teeth of 
fish. The young prisoaerB, if they seem capable of 
actirity and service, and if they preserte an intrepid 
And unmoved countenaoce, are generally spared, 
enless condemned to death by the party, white ub- 
dei^ing the punficatkin epedfied above. As soon 
a» their case isso decided^ they ave tied to the stake, 
(me at a time. A pair of bear-ekin moccasins, with 
the hair outwards, are put on their feet, . They are 
jMpped naked to the loins, and are pinioned firmly 
to the stake. 

Tbeir subsequent punisbraent, in additicm to tb« 
nfiering ofslowfire, is left to the women. Such sr* 
the infiuences of their training, that although the 
female nature^ioall racesof men, is generally found 
to be moro snsc^tible of pi^ Aan the male, in this 
«ase &ej appear to surpass the men in the fury of 
tb^ merciless rage, and the industrious ingenuitj 
of &eir torments. £ach is prepared with a bundle 
of long, diy, reed cane, or other poles, to which are 
attached spliaters of burning piQe. Aa the nctim 
is led to the. stake, the women and children begin 
their sufferings by beating them with switches and 
clubs; and asthey reel and recoil from the Mows, 
these fiendish imps show tjieir gratification hj unre- 
mitting peals of laughter; too happjf if their tortures 
ended hece, or if the merciful teautbowk brought 
them to an immediate close. 

The signal for a more terrible infliction being gir 
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m — the arms of the victifn' are piaioned, and^he is 
disengaged from the pole, and a grapevine passed 
round his neck, alloning him a circle of about fifteen 
yards in circumference, in which be can be made to 
inarch round bispole* They knead tough clay on 
his head to secure the craniom from the effects of the 
blase, thatitmay not inflict immediate deaUi. tfn- 
der flie excitement of ineffable and horrid joy, fltey 
whip him round the circle, ^hat he may expose ench 
part of his body to the flame, wliile the other part Is 
fanned by the cod air, that he may thus undei^o the 
literal operation of slow roasSng. Buring. this ab 
horrent process, the children fill ^le circle in convul> 
rions of Jaughter; and the women begin to tiiruat 
their butting torches into his body, lacerating the 
quick of the flesh, that Ac flame may inflict mora 
exquisite anguish. The warrior, in ttiese casea, 
goaded to fiiry, sWceps round the extent of his circfe, 
kicking, biting, and stamping with inconceivable fii* 
tf. The throng of women tuid children laugh, and 
fly fiom the circle, and fresh' tormentors fill it ngiua. 
At other times the humor takes film to show them, 
that he can bear all dils, fritiiout a grimace, a spasm, 
orindication of soaring. In this case, as we have 
teen, he smokes, derides, menaces, sings, and ^ow8 
his cont<»npt, by calling them by the most reproach- 
ftil of all epithets— oft/ momen. When he falls tn- 
senrible, they scalp and dismember him, and the re- 
mainder of his body 18 consumed. 

We have onutted many of tfieae revolting detaib, 
many of tlie atrocious features of ttiis spectacle, as 
witraaed by Boone. While we read with indigna- 
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tion and horror, let us not foi^et that savnges have 
not alone inHicted these detestable crueltieB. Let 
ss luit forget that the profeMed followeil of Jesos 
Christ have g^ven examples of a harbari^ equallj 
^nrelctitiog aaA honiblet in thft fotfn of teligioas 
. penecution, and avowedly to glwify C>odt 
. l)uting Boone'g captivily among the HMWliese, 
thej took prisoner a noted warrior of a western 
tribe, with which thejr were then at iWt He was 
cofidemfied to Oie fetake with the tuual solemnities. 
Having endured tite preUtninaiy Mrtbrei witti the 
nteit fearl^i nnconeerB^ Ite tetd OwBlf whea pfepap 
nog to eoininenee a new teries, Wi& a o«tttit«- 
nance of scora, he contd teach &em how to make 
an- enemy eat fire to lOMe purpose t tuid b«gg4d that 
they would gjve him ao opportunity, togeuiep With 
a pipd tiud tobacco. In mpectful ««toniahmelit, 
at an unwonted demonstration of iaiHl&«ibIe eadu- 
ranofl, ^y granted Ids reqUMt fie tinted hia 
pipe, began to imoks, lUid sat down, all fliOud as 
he was, upon the bunting torches, which were bla- 
zing within Ua circle. Every muicle of his c«unr 
tencUtce FEttalned ttt composure. On vlewbg this, 
a noted wanrior i^irmg up, axclaimiag, dnt tiiit 
was a trtie warrior; that though hia ba^n tras 
treacherous, wid he had catUed &em lOany deatlis, 
yet attch wa* tiieir impact for troo courage, Ast if 
the fire had not ^rea^y Ipoiled Um, be tiwuld be 
spared. That being now impossible, be promised 
him tiie merciful release ef Um tomaJiawk. He 
then held the terrible instrument suspended aano 
moments over his head, during all which time bs 
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was seen neither to change bis postore, mote a 
muscle, or his countenance to blench. The toma- 
hawk fell, and the impassable warrior ceawd to 
Bufier. 

We shall close these details of the ^awnese ciu> 
totns, at the time when Boone was prisoner ammg 
tiiem, by giving his account of their ceremonies at 
making peace. The chief warriors, who arrange 
the conditions of the peace and subsequent friend- 
ship, first mutually eat and smoke together. They - 
then pledge each odier in the sacred drink called 
Qataia. The Shawnese then wave la^;e fans of 
eagles' t^ls, and conclude with a dance. The 
stranger warriors, who have c<»»e to receive the 
peace, select half a dozen of their most active 
young men, surmouuling their crowns with swan's 
feadiers, and painting their bodies with white daj* 
They then place their file le&der on the cwtsecrated 
seat of what impwts in their hmguage, the "beloved 
cabin." Aitenrardi they commence singing the 
peace song, with an air of great solemnity. They 
hegin to dance, first in a prone or bowing potrture. 
They then raise themselves erect, look upwards, and 
wave their eagles' tails towards the sky, first with a 
slow, and then with a quick and jerky motirai. At 
the same time, they strike their breast with a calar 
hash fastened to a stick about a foot in length, 
which they hold in their left hand, whjle they wave 
the eagles' feathers. with the right, and keep time 
by rattling pebbles in a gourd. These ceremo> 
nies of peace-making, they coouder among their 
^Dost solemn duties; and to be perfectly accom* 
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j^iihed in aH ttw notes and gestures is an btdtspen* 
•tble acqairement to a thoroag^ traiaed vamor. 
' -^Boooe has related^ at diderent tiDiet, man; orai 
details of his private and domestic life, and bis 
nodes of getting along in the lainilj, of which he 
ms considered a member. He was perfectly 
trained to their ways, could prepare tfaeir food, 
and perfonn an; of their common domestic opera* 
tioiiB with ttie best of tJiem. He often accompa- 
nied -thotn in their hunting cxcuraons, wandering 
tridi them over tbe extent ^ forest between Cbilli> 
CDthe and lake Erie. Tliese conversations present 
ed curious and most vivid pictures of their interio* 
modes; their tada of diurnal labor and supply; 
•4mr loug and severe fasts; their gluttonous indnl- 
gence, when they bad food; and their reckkss gea> 
esonty aad hospitality, when they had any thing ta 
bestow to traveling visitants. 

To become, during this tedious captivity, peiv 
fectly acquainted with tiieir moM interior domestia 
and diurnal mannen, Was not without interest 6>t * 
mind constituted like his. To make himself master 
of their language, and to become fannliarly ao> 
qotunted with their customs, he considered acquisi* 
tions of the highest utility in the future operations, 
in which, notwithstanding his present duress, be 
hoped jet to be beneficial to bis beloved settlement 
of Kentucky. 

Altiiough tiie indulgence witti which be was 
treated in the family, in which he was adopted, 
and these acquidticms, uniting interest with ntili(7, 
traded to b^uUe the time of bis captivity, it cannot 
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be doDbtedf tfaat bis Bleeping and wakEng fhonghto 
were incesuntlj occupied with the chances of ma- 
king his escape. An expedition iras in cOotennpIa- 
tion, by the tribe, to the salt ticks on the Scioto, 
to miJce- salt. Bnone dissembled in^fi&rence irhe* 
&er thejr took him with \diem,' or tefVhim behind, 
with so nadi nicceM, that, to Ma ertreme jej, tfa^ 
determined that be should accon^any lh«n. The 
expedition started on the first da^ of June, 17^ 
«itd was ocouped ten dajs Id maldng Salt 

Durifig thi* eacpedition, he was frequent]/ Ant 
eat to hunt, to fiirni^ provuions for (be par^; but 
alwajs under such circumstances, that, inuch as he 
. had hoped to escape on this expedition, no opporti^ 
nitf occurred, which he thought it prudent to en>- 
brace. He returned with &te party to Ctullictdhe, 
having derived only one advantage from the jour 
ncy, that of fumishiDg, by his making no attempt 
to escape, and by his apparently cheerful return, 
new motives to ccmvince the Indians, that he was 
&orougfaly domesticated among them, and had 
▼olunteirily renounced Ins own race; a permai^oir. 
which, by taking as much apparent interest as any 
of them, in all their diurnal movements and plans, 
he constant labored to etitablish. 

Sotm after his return he att^ided a warrior-coun 
^, at which, in virtue of beiagamemberof one of 
&e principal fiunilles, he had a right of usage and 
prescription, to be present. It was composed of A 
handred and fifty of their bravest met), all paJnted 
and armed for an expedition, which he found ^ras 
intonded against BooneBborough. It instantly - k- 
13* 
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cattoi to him, as a most fortun&te drfcoimtttBee, 
■Qiai bo bad not escaped on die expedituHi -to Scio- 
to^ Higher wid atote imperiouB saotiveB, than 
mienij pwsoaal contiderations, now determined 
Up at ereiy risk to im^e the effini to escape, and 
prepare, if be m^ht reach it, the station for a vigoi^ 
•US -defence, IwfcicwaniiDg it of what irmin pr^a 
ration among the Indiaafi. 

Tbe rehgioiH ceremonies of the cooncB - and pre- 
puation for Aa expedition were as fblloir. One of 
Ute principal wai cbie& aimoaiiced the iate^tioti of 
ft pBitf to. commeoce an expedition i^ainst Boonea- 
borough.. This jie didby beating ttieirilram, and 
marching with their war standard three limes ronnd 
Ae council-house. On this the council dissolved, 
and a sufficient number of warriors su{^Iied them- 
■elves with arms, luid a qoantit^ of par<^ed com ' 
floor, as a supply of food for ti!ie «ipeditioQ. All 
who had volimteered to join in it, then adjoanwd 
to their "winter house," and drank the tfar-drink, 
ft decoction of bitter herbs and roots, ibr three day* 
'— presermg in other respects an abnoet nnbrtdcen 
&et. TIus is considered to be an act t^iding to pro> 
pitiate ikte Great Spirit to prosper 'th^ expeditioB. 
During this period of porifjing thems^res, tiiej 
were not allowed to dt down, or even lean upon a 
tree, htfwerer fatigued, until after sonnet, if a b£ar 
or de^- even passed in sight, custtna forbade them 
from killing it (or refreshment. The more rigidly 
pnnctoal they are in the obsemmce of tbcae righla, 
the more confidently &ey expect success. 

"Wldle Urn young warrion were onder tbb pR>ba> 
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fioa, Hie ^ged ones, experieAced i& 'Ae ongea of 

dieir ancestors, watched them most Dsrrowlj to sm 
that, froA irreligion, or hanger, ar recldeisneaB, thaj 
did not violate any of the transmUted I'eligiwiB-ntes, 
And thus liring the wrath of l^e Gnat- S^it i^n 
the expedition. Boone hioMeir, as a permm natih 
rallj- under suspicion of having a sw«rving of: ino^ 
cation towards tfae8taticutobe'4HeiIie|],wiiso]!^«d 
tOobseirethe fasfn^'tiieiiMstiigoroaacxaotaas: 
I>uring tJie- three dajB* prdcMs of ptuificatiae^ h« 
was not once allowed to gft out irf the medicide- c^ 
sanctified ground, witiiout a trust; guard. lestbuo. 
ger or indifference to their laws should tempt him to 
violate them. > . 

When the fast and purf&cattou ' ^as- eMC^tMs^ 
Aey were compeHed to set forth,' pre{)s£r^d or tt^i^ 
pared, be the weather feir or foul. Accsrdlfig^, 
when the time arrived, they Gr^ tbeir guDSgwhoop* 
ed, and danced, and siing-^and ctmtioAed SAag 
flieir guns before them on -the commencement ef th^ 
route. The leading war-cbief marched -first^'Cahy- 
ingtb'eir medicine bug, or budget of bolytitiagBt 
The rest followed in Indian file, at intervals' t^'&tce 
or four paces behind ieacb oth^, now a^ tbMi 
chiming the war-whoop in concert. 

They advanced in .tins order untiltiiey «:ere out 
of right and bearing of the village. AiBoObsiitbey 
reached the deep woods, all be«ane as sileAt at 
death. This dience they inculcate, that tbeiresM 
may be quick to catc^- the leaat portent of itasger. 

Every one acquainted with die race, has renwirked 
thdr intense keenness' of visioa. Their eyesyfor 



a au t ca ewt utd caftMiity of diiGenuBg tKttaot ab- 
jectK letonUe tbooe of &e eagle or the Ijax; aod 
fiieir catrtBie tread smmg the graas and leaves, 
•ecRHVO Hgbt asflcarcel; to ritakeeff the df»v drops. 
Tfaw tbef adrauee on tiiur expcditiOD Ti^id^ apd 
Ht profoand silence, unless swoe one of the partj 
■keald r^atethsehebasbadaniiiipn^itkHis dream 
When thistoppeDs, an ioaiBO^ate arrest U pat upoo 
HtB e^edition,mtd &a whole fa/ctj face aboatf an4 
Mtom vitboat any sense of riuune or (D«tctificati<Hi. 
A whole par^ is tbas often arrested by a tingle pei^ 
sen; and their FetHin is applauded bj ttie tribe, as a 
n^ectfol d(H^^ to the divine impulse, as they deem 
it, tnm &e Great ^irit. These dreams are univer- 
m11^ reverenced, as the warnings of the goardiaa 
k^iita «S the tribe. There is in that eotmbry a 
fpcoTOWi of an oncoinnKni species, and net oAen 
seen* Tlus bird is called in the Shawnese dialect by 
• same iDip<wtiDg ''kind, messenger," which tb^. 
jitoem ahraye a true omen, whenerer it appears, of 
bafl oewi. They are exceedingly intimidated 
wfaetieTertlusbird ikigs near them; and were it to 
perch and n&g orer &eir war^amp, the whole paiw 
tj woold inrt^tiy disperse in consternation and 

Ereiy e^ief has his warrior, EtisiUt or waiter, to 
attend mi him and lus party. This confidential p^e» 
tonage has cbai^ of every thing that is eaten or 
drank during the e^qteditien. He parcels it out by 
roles of ri|^ abrismiotuDeas. Thoi^b ea<:h war 
rior CBiries qo bis back all his travelling cuiTenienoes, 
•adfaia food emiHig tlie reat, yet^ however k^i ttw 
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appetite diarpened hj IruDg^ faoireTCT bnniing th« 
thintt 00 one darei reliere \m huDger or Adrst, until 
liii raiiODi are diepeDsed to hini by the Ikissu. 

BocHie had o«caaoD to have &11 these cites moat 
inuDibHy imprufled on-his memorj; for be waa obit- 
geA to coDform to &em witii the reit. One tiag^e 
thou^t occupied his mind — to seinf ihe ii|gtA oec»- 
doD to escape. 

It was sometime before -it ofiered. At lengtii a 
deer came in si^t. He bad a portion of bis unfin- 
ished breakfast in his hand. He expressed a desire 
to porsae the deer. Tlie partjr consented. As soon 
as he was out of sight, he instantly turned bis course 
towards Boonesborough. Aware tbat he should be 
pursued by enemies as keen on the scent as blood> 
hounds, he put forth his whole amount of backwoods 
■kill, in doubbng in his track, walking in the water, 
and avuling himself of ereiy imaginable expedient 
to throw them o€f his trail. His unfinished fragment 
of his breakfast was his only food, except roots and 
berries, during this escape for his life, through un- 
known forests and pathless swamps, and across nu- 
merous riyers, spreading in an extent of more tbaa 
#wo hundred mijtes. Erery forest sound must hare 
struck his ear, as a harbinger of tbe approachiqg 
Indians. 

No spirit bat such an one as his, could have sus- 
tained the appr^ension and fatigue. No mind but 
one guided by the intnition of iostiDCtive sagacity, 
could have so enabled him to conceal his trail, and 
find his way. But -he evaded their pursuit. He 
discoTered his way. He found is roots, in bads. 



and bemefl, togetiier vidi -what a tdogk shot of Us 
rifle afibrded, wherewi& to Eustain the oavhigi of 
natnre. Travelling n^ht and daj, in an incredible 
short space of time be ma in the anas of his. fiienda 
at Boonesborottgib, experiencing a receptioOi after 
■och a long and hc^less abaenee, as words would in 
rain attem^ to portr^.- 
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> . and C^>tain 

Snnth (o out to mat wi|h ll)e tatiaij uudei a dag of ln4ca, uid 
■ra eiuic&wd bam a tieacheroiu atlempl lo detain tticm u |iri- 
■ooin — Defence of ibi bit— The Indiana def^ted — Boena ffiat 
ts NoMh CuolbM ID bnag tack hii &iidljt. 

It will Dafurally be seppoaed that foes less wary 
and intelligeat, than those from whom Boone had 
eaciiped, after they had abandoned the hope of 
recapturing him, would calculate to find Boonesbo- 
rongh in readiness for their reception. 

Boooesboroogh, though the most populous and 
bnpo^ant station in Kentucky, had been left by the 
nbstractiort of so many of the select inhabitants in 
die captivity of the Blue Licks, by the absence of 
Colonel Clnrke in Illinois, and by the actual decay 
of the pickets, almost defenceless. Not long before 
Ihe return of Boone, this important post bad been 
put under the' care of Major Smith, an active and 
intelligent officer. He repaired thither, and put 
the station, with great labor and fatigue, in a com- 
petent btate of defence. Learning from the ro 
^m of some ef the prisoners, captured at the 
Blue licks, the great blow which the Shawnese 
meditated against this station, he deemed it advisa- 
-ble to anticipate their movements, and to fit out an 
expedition to meet them on their own ground. — 
LeaTingtwen^youBgnien to defend the place, be 

C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjl>J 



marched with (taitj chosen men towaidB tiie Skaw 
nese towns. 

At the Blue Licks, a pl«ce of evil omen to Ketr 
tnckj, eleTen of the men, anxiona 6xt the safety of 
the families tbcj had left b^ilid, and deeming thdi 
force too small for the object contemplatedi abaa 
doned the enterprise and retreated to the fort. Tb» 
remaining nineteen, not discouraged bj the ^eser 
tion of their companions, heroicallj pereeTered 
They crossed the Ohio to the present site of CHnoin- 
nati, on rafts. Thej then painted their faces, and 
in o&er respects assumed the guise and garb of 
savages, and manned upon the Indian towns. 

When arrived within twenty miles of these towns 
they met the force with -which Boone had set out. 
Discouraged by his escape, the original par^ had 
returned, bad been rejoined by a considerable rein- 
forcement, the whole omouoting to two hundred and 
fifty men on horse*back, and were agiun on theii 
march agmnst Boonesborough. Fortunately, Major 
Smith and his small party d^overed this formidabte 
body before they were themselves observed. But 
instead of endeavoring to make good their retreat 
from an enemy siHiuperiorin numbers, and mounted 
upon horses, they fired upon ihem and killed two of 
their number. An assault so unexpected alarmed 
the Indians; and without a^ eflbrt to ascertma 
the number of their assailants, they commenced 
a precipitate retreat. If these rash adventuren 
had stopped here, they might have escaped unmo 
lested. But, flushed with this partid success, they 
ru:^hod upon the retreating foe, and repeated tiieii 



ire. The laTsges, restcnnd to *elf-poBKinoii, halted 
in tbdr turn, deliberated a moineiit, and turoed upoo 
Qie amailants. Mi^or Smith, perceinng die impru- 
dence of baTipg thus put the enemy at ba^i and 
. the certain^ of the destructioa rf hia little force, 
if the Indians shonid perceive ita weakoen, ordered 
a retreat ia time; and bein; considerably in ad- 
▼ancfr«f £he foe, Bucceeded in eSecti^ it wiQioot 
Ion. B7 a. rapid march during th^ night, in the 
cooTK of the next morning the; readied Boone*? 
borou^ in aafety. 

Scarcely an hour after the last of their number 
had entered tiie fort, a body of nz hundred Indiani, 
in three diviaiona of two hundred each, appeared 
with standards and much 4how of warlike array^ 
and took their station oj^iosite tife fort. The whole 
va< commanded by a Frenchman named Duquesne. 
They immediately sent a flag requesting the 'sup- 
render of the place, in the name of the king of 
Great Btitaiti. A cowicil was held, and cmtrary 
to the Opinion of Major Sndth, it was decided to 
pay DO attention -to t^e pn^tosal. They repeated 
their flag of trace, itating that &ej bad letters from 
the commander at Detroit to Colonel Boime* On 
this, it was resolved ihat ColMiel Boone and Major 
Bmitii should Teoture out, and tiear what tbey had 
(0 propose. 

FiAy yards irom the fort three cbiefi met them 
with great parade, and c<Hidncted them to the spot 
designated for their reception, and spread a panther's 
■kin for their seat, while two other Indians held 
branches over dieir heads to protect them from Um 
U 
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fervor of &e sun. The cUefi then commenced aii 
address five minutes in lengtti, abounding in-fiieDdly 
DBaurances, and tfie avowj of kind s^ttiments. A 
part of the advanced warriors grounded tiieir arms, 
Hud came fon^^rd to shake bands with them. 

The letter from Giovemor Hamiitcm of Detroit wm 
then produced, iMid Kad. It proposed the most-fe- 
VOTable tecBM of surreDder, provided the ganisoB 
would repair to Detrcut. Major Smith assured them 
tiiat die proportion seemed a kind one; hut that it 
was impossible, in their circumstanice^ to remove 
Aeir women and cInldieD to Detroit. The reply 
was that this difficalty shoald he removed, for that 
they had brought forty horses wiHi them, eiqaetaly 
prepared for such a contingency. 

In a long and apparently amicable interview, du> 
ring which the Indians smoked wi^ tb»n, oad 
vaunted their abstinence in not having killed the 
swine and cattle of die settlement, Boone and Sntith 
arose lo return to the &rt, and make known fliese 
proposals, and- to deliberate upon their decision. 
Twenty Indians accompanied their retnm as fer aa 
the limits stipulated between the parties allowed. 
The negotiatorB having returned, and satisfied the 
garrison that the Indians had no cannon, advised 
to listen to no terms, but to defend the fort to the 
lost extremi^. The inmates of the station resolved 
toJbUow tins connsfel. 

In a short time the Indians sent in another flag, 
with a view, as they stated, to ascert^n the result 
of die deliberations o[ the fort Word was sent 
Iheni, that if they wished to setUe a treaty, a place 
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tweeu their camp and the fort. Tbe Indians co»< 
seoted to this stipulation, and deputed- Oiir^ chicGi 
to arrange the articles, though such appeared to be 
their distrust, that they could not be induced to 
come Deu*er than eighty yards from the fort. Smith 
and Boone with four oth^s were deputed to confer 
with tiiem. After a close conierence of two days, 
an arrangement was agreed upon, which contained 
a stipul^on, that neither party should cross the 
Ohio, until after, the terms bad been decided upon 
by the respective authorities on either side. The 
frai7 beads of this qegotiatioD cMUodered these 
terms of the Indian^ om mere lurea to beguile coa> 
fide nee. 

Wbea the tre'My' y^a at last ready for signature, 
an aged chief, who had seemed to regulate all the 
proceedings, remajrked that, he most first go to his 
people, and that he would immedii^ely leturu^ and. 
rign the instrument He was observed to step aude 
in conference with some young waniors. On his 
return the negotiators from the garrison asked the 
chief why he had brought young men in place of 
those who had just been asusting at the.councilt 
His answer was |H-ompt and ingenious. It was, that 
he wished to gratify his young warriors, who desired 
to become acquainted with the ways of the whites. 
It was then, proposed, according to the custom of 
both races, that the parlies should shake bands. As 
the two chief negotiator. Smith and Boone, arose 
to depart, they were both seized from behind. 

Suspicious of treadiery, they had posted twenty* 
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fire men in ft bratian, wi& wdmS to &« upoatiia 
oMDcil, as SOOD as they Aoa\A see an/ msAf of 
treachery orTtoknce. The uutant tiie negotiatoi« 
were adxed, the wh<de besegiog force fired np«i 
them, and the &re was as piwaptly retamed by the 
men in tbe bartioa. The poweriiil saTages who 
hadgta^^ Boone and Smhb, attempted to drag 
them oS as priatmen. The oae who bM South 
was coD^Ued to release his grasp by bdog Otal 
dead. Colonel Boone was sUghtly woondnl. A 
second ttMuahawk, by wtuch his skoll wooM have 
been d^asouder, he evaded, and it pailially feB 
aa Major Smith; bat ben^ in a measure ^penf, U 
(tid not inflict a dangcnMn woond. The negotiatDn 
escaped to the fort withmit receiving any oAer !»> 
joiy. The afattoat pnmdential esc^te <^BooBe and 
Staii& can only be aceooated f<» by the coofiision 
mto winch the IndiaBs were Ihrawn, as soon as ttieae 
men were seized, and by the prompt fire of the mm 
concealed in the bastion. Added to fius, the two 
Indians lAa seixed ttiem were both shot dead, by 
marioaora who knew how to kiU the Indians, aiwl 
at the saiiie time qiare the wfaitea, in whose gnsp 
fliey were held. 

'Tbe firing on bodi sides now conunenced in ear- 
nest, and was kept np wiQmat intemnstton from 
noraing dawn iratit dark. The ganiatM^ at <mce 
exaqverated and AeaeA by the me^tated treadtery 
of the negotiatkni and its icsnlt, derided the fiuioos 
Indius, and thanked Ihem for die Btiatagcm of die 
negotiatiMi, wHA had pwai Quesni time to prepare 
die fort for ttkeiriecqtian. Goaded to deqioatioa 
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by these taants, and bj Daqaesne, who harangued 
them to the onset; they otlea rushed up to the fort, 
as if they parjkosed to storm it Dropping dead un- 
der the coo) and deliberate aim of the beueged, the 
remainder of the forlorn hope, rai^g a yell of fuiy 
and desfiair, fell bade Other infiuiated bands took 
their place; and these scenes were often repeated, 
invariably with tite same success, until both parties 
were incapable of taking aim on account of tiie dark* 
tress. . . 

They then procured a qtiantit^ of combustible 
matter, set fire to it, and approached under covert 
of the darkness, so near tiie p^isades as to throw the 
burning materiak into die fort. - But the inmates 
had avtiiled themselves of the two* doys' consulta- 
tion, granted them by the treacherous foe, to procure 
an ample supply of water; and they had tiie means 
of extinguiriiingthe burning &ggote as they fell.' 

Fmding their efforts to fire the fort inefiectual, 
they returned again to their arms, and continued to 
fire upon the station for s(»ne ixji. Taught a les- 
son of prudence, however, by what had already be- 
fiillen them, they kept at such a cautions distance, 
as that their fire took little effect - A project to gain 
the place, more wisely conceived, and promising 
better success, was happily discovered by C(don^ 
Boone. The wdJls of tiie fort were distant axty 
yards from the Kentucky river. The bosom of the 
current was ea^y discemiUe by the people within. 
Boonie discdrered in tiie rowning that t&e stream 
nem: the shore was extremely turbid. He immcdi 
atelr dhined tbo cause. 

14* 



tot u» 

"^ft IndiaDs bad coQuncnced- m trracb af the ««• 
te» \ov«i of tbe tivcF ¥E»k, nnnisg t^war^ toitBrds 
tiM statioD, aad ialen£iig to- reach t^ iatorior bj a 
pass^e OB^E tbe walL He toob Meaawes to rei^ 
dev thteir project HMBectml, hf ordering a trencb to 
be out iaude the Sett, sctoes the< bite •£ Aew sul^«» 
raBcooB passage, the^ wore; probEMjr apprised' af 
tbe c^untemuDe that was dagging wi&m, hj tha 
^laodtj^ of cal<&thnwni-oYer&e vdO. Bat, sii»- 
ulated by tbe encouragement of their French «Dgi> 
neer, they coodkued tq. adrUKe their nmte towards 
tbe Tali, until, Qiom tbQ frialaHtjt of &ti b<^ dxEtR^ 
^Hcb it passed, Mfidllia, aud sMi their Uor wbs lesb 
Wit^i a perse«eraBCe that in s good omw wobH 
bar« d<we th«n' henoc, bi bo ihm fiseailEBged bjl 
dkis fellnre to ii^ermib &eir cxertiMts, thej le^mad 
agaia to their fire aimsy and Impt up at £fls»Bfl Mkd iflp 
cessant firing for aoa» dajn, htA pjcedsMtil^ no moM 
impression upon (be statu>it th^bafonit. 

Dnring &e siege, iriiidi lasted ngbid^n,, t^a|t 
proposed frequent pairle7«> neqiieiritestbe sitnKmd«l) 
of the place, and profeansg: ta tceat tiie- ganisaa 
Ti& ttte utmost ktodoeis.. They wctqi ai]«<v«ifid^ 
tit^ thej must deem, the gajirisDB toi be Bt^jB9B» 
brutally fools than tbenweJvei^ toeiqieei ttmt th«^ 
itobM place uty confidence ift the- pr^asi^ of 
Tcetcbes vrho bad aheai^ manifested nicb base aad 
■topid traachery. Tb^ TKereibiddamfia iWrOBi^feB 
(battheif iraste ofpoTdeBaod had gayo^ttie gaxriMU' 
littis^uneeainssB, and wore assured feftt tiiey cwJ* 
mA hope die snrreiiier oC tb& jjaee^ whiier thsM «aii 
a man left within it. On the nHniii^ of Itin r'aihij 



di^ fiwm &&«oHtneiMoinGat a£ the siege, aitev bar 
iog, u maai, wtwaked theit disapfioiDted fhry opoB 
tba caitlie aa4 H.^Be, tbej^ decamped, and cwnqteB 
eed: a cetieat. 

Ho lodiaa expcditioH. againit &e widtes had been 
lutoim to have had lucli a duaations. isaue fbctWni. 
SariRg t^ aegoy tiwir ka. was estimated It; the gaio 
mwaattviOjiuifldKdkiBed, beside a great munber 
wounded. The,gajsis!(>D,.oa the cou&ni^, protected 
hgi &e pafaadsB, behind irhich fjie; ce<|ld five in 
lafe^ aod d^libeiMtelj prostrate every: loe. &a.t es> 
posedi lunnelf sear etwogh to. become a mia\ loat 
bHt tVft.ldUed^ ajid< bad as TroimdeiL 

Ailer the siege, the pttople q£ &e feat, to. whom 
lead vm;a.^fi«it (A^t|.begaii.tncdlect the' balls 
&at tbaiadi^ had! fired upoa tiiientk Tbe^ gatb- 
HfldJA tbelbgs of thafoctfbesidBt those that h»]M- 
ten. tQ tiic gDooad, a. hwt^vd and tWent^'fite poattde* 
1!h»> faibve e£ tl|M.deapQ8ate, attempt, irith Hloba 
powenMiiDme,. HsSB:to>bat:«: dtsoouraged tbe-IndtF 
ansand t^eicCIaftaidiiaasSUea.fiami nuaHug aojr fin^ 
ther^Bwt asuDSttBeonesbocoogb. lib tiw antuom 
o£this seioott, Cf^Mifrl Booo« cetenifi4 to Ncatii 

WheiiL he. Has t^ikea at &6 Sfaie Licks, with his 
MwciatBi^ sho had: setomed^ while be was left bsr 
hiad in.a.h»ig oaptiriJl^t dorilig'i^i^ch bo nKtre news 
o£ bBSitDaosp^d:tiian aailheiwore actually anumg 
tbedead,. tiicipeDplAof fte ganbuoB^ natiuiallT^ con* 
cted9dtbutbeliad:be«3iiciQfcd. IIi»wiisaDd:&inil7. 
iuiiid>wed bijH «L VBODgtttwdcad^ uul- oAqb had 
tfae;.Bbnddwid m.4t4'baM;iwctineiu»«f Boaasone 
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to tbe probalnli^ of the tortares he had andeiv 
gone. Deeply attached to him, and ioconralaUe, 
thej could DO longer endure a residence which so 
p^nfulljr reminded them of their loss. As soon as 
they had settled thdr minds to the convictioD that 
their bead would return to diem no more, die/ re- 
solved to leave diese forests that had been bo fatal 
to them, and return to the banks of the Yadkin, 
where were all their sorriring connectiouB. A fam- 
ily go respectable and dear to die setdement would 
not be likely to leave withoat having to overcome 
many tender and p>essing sohdtatlons to remain, and 
many promises that if they would, their temponl 
wants should be pronded for. 

To all this Mrs. Boone could on^ object, that 
Kentucky had indeed been to her, as its name im- 
ported, a daric and Bloody Ground, She had lost 
her eldest son by the sayage fire before they had 
reached the country. Her daughter had been 
made-a capdre, and had experienced a forbearance 
from the Indiuis to her inexplicable. She 'wooid 
have been carried awaj to the savage towns, and 
there wotdd have been forcibly married to some 
warrior, but for the periloos attempt, ana improtm- 
ble success of her &ther in recapturing her. Now 
the fedier himself, her affectionate hosfoand, and 
die hercoG defender of the tamily, had lallen a sae* 
rifice, probably in the endurance of tortures od 
which the imagination dared not to dwell* ' Undar 
the influence of griefs like these, next to thV' un- 
failing resource of region, the heart naturally tonifl 
to die sympathy utd society of tiioee bound to it by 
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Om tied of nature sad afBnity. Thsy returned to 
&eir fiiends in Nordi CaroUna. 

It was nearly fire years since thk now daolate 
tanaij had started in company with die first eini< 
grating part^ of iamilies, in high hopes and spirits, 
for Kentucirr. We hare narrated their disastrous 
rencounter with ihe Indians in Fowdl^s valley, and 
&eSi desponding return to Clinch river. We have 
seen their enbseqa^it return to BooneshfHOugh, on 
Kentucky river. Tidings of the partf thus iar had 
reached ttie relativea of Mra. Boone's family in 
North Carolina; but no news %tn the conatiy west 
of the Allegfaanies had subsequently reached them* 
All was uncertsdn conjecture, whellier they still 
lived, or had perished by famine, wild beasts, os the 
Indians. 

At die close of the summer of 1778, the setHe. 
nent on the Tadldn saw a. company on pack tuqaet 
.approaching in the direction from the western wil- • 
demess. They had often seen parties of emigrants 
departing in that direction, but it was a novel spec- 
tacle to see one return fnun that quarter. At the 
Dead of t^t company was a blooming yonth, scux^ 
y yet arrived at the age of manhood. It was the 
eldest surviving son of Daniel Boone. Next behind 
Aim was a matronly wcnnan, in weeds, and with a 
countenance of deep dejection. It was Mrs. Boone. 
Still belund was the daughter who bad been a cap- 
tive widt the Indians. The remaining cluldron 
were too young to fed deeply. The whole group 
was respectable in appearance, tiioagh clad in sldns, 
and the prinutive Iwbilimenls of die witdemess. It 
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■igjkt. ^wwt W^ b««u laujiitewi fi^e % fuMM{:p»i 
cession. It stopped at UK bpuw Q^ &fr^ JBnyw* tbfl 

The. peojile of tbfs letUetoest vei« n«t long im 
ooUe^tiog tob^ajo w^ £conLllie.«e(t^aiuil|CBmth|t 
fate of: tbeiii foniiei laTodte, Boese, and hiit fiusH^ 
Ai.fi(Tik Bsfmcr ia aic^k and kackwaod^ f l wrtw ^ 
BdaAed the thriilmg 1J017 of Hun: advcuttirmi^Iucil 
needed no trick olTAiial ekiqiienctt to conxe^r iii'ta 
&& heart) ai\ ahwaAint Mbute of .team from. tiM 
hcanra ooaviooed Hts 'bcieaved sanaba thai t»« 
■^■{K^liy isnaturai-tat^liiimaii heaiL Aa th^ 
■haddond at.th^ dank cbaracter of many of the. iss 
ddcnto celated, it vr^saa h9iiF of tEinn^h, Bstwkibi 
rtn n dio fi .thaft- fitj^ for ihoiw wiser-oqee, wlu>.to<di 
care* ia an Under (one, to vhisp^ that it mi^ )n 
mnMahned Oat Am^. b«i ptedicted aU that had 
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CHAPTER Xf 

A Aeldi o£lba chuocaiuidadvaniujBa of wrend ntlWi "plfirip 
RuMd, EuilOD, Lagan, Ra7,McA&e, ■aJattign. 

CeiMnK BtKHfB- btrrrag seen the fonnidabie io* 
TWioB of BeenesbenHigb euccessiollT^ repelled, and 
wMt giu^ 8 len w would not be IBk^ to t«mpt 
Om iBdiana to repeat audi assaalls— mid itaTing- dius 
iSamgageA his nuBd from public dntiea, rengned' it 
t» file ia3a»ce ot d^omestic rpnpatfaiesi The affec- 
fienate hnsbani) asd fether, concealing tiie tendeN 
est heart onder a Rm-humt and car&-w«ni visagei 
was- aooA- seen cnmag the AUeghahiea in pomiit of 
lea wife and^ diildren. The^^gfat star of faia mom* 
isf-proUnse Imd fceen long trader ecBpse; for ffiiii 
joomey was one of eoBtinoed difficulties, Texations^ 
Hid dangers — so l%e manj of his safferings aJreadjr 
leeoBBtedi Qist ww pass them hy, fearing the eflbtt 
of incidents of bo much monotony opon (be reader's 
patience; The frame imd spirit of the western ad- 
Tcntorer were of iron. He sonnoimted aB;, ax^ 
was once more m Are bosom of Ms Ikmity on ffae 
Y«dIdn,wbo, in the laiignage of the Bible, hailed' 
him as one who had been dead and was attoe again; 
mho had been tost and mujinmd, 

Maay meidenta of mtunent and int»est ki tite 
eariy- anncA of Kemttichy ocemred dariag Ats ny 
a^ott o( Beewe with bis fenuly. A» b» nune i» 
fynn^i identtfed Witt tfteSf aoUdSi'We bepe it wUf 
ii«t be deenwdaltegefber an episode iffreintiadaee 
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here a brief chromcle of those inddents — thouj^ 
not directly associated with the subject of our me- 
moir. In presentiiig those incidents, we shall be 
naturally led to speak of some of the other patii- 
arehs of Kentucky — all Boones in their way — all 
strangely - endowed with that peculi^LT character 
irhicli fitted them for the tioiet placet, and adasre- 
ments. We^ thus discover the jpreaigbt of ProriA 
dence in tbe arrangement of means to ends. This 
is no where seen more coospicuou^y. than in the 
characters of Uie founders of states and ifistitutioiu. 

During the absence .of Colonel Boope* the^ TM 
a general disposition in Kentucky t<? retaliate upon 
the Shawnese some of the ii^uiies and losses which 
they had so oiten inflicted upon the intant settle- 
ment. Colonel Bownvn, witii a force of » hoedred 
«id sisty men, was selected to command the expedi- 
tion; and it was destined against Old Cbillicoth^— 
the den where the red northern savages had so loqg 
concentrated their ei^ditions . against the. settle-, 
meats south of. the Ohio. 

The force marched in the month of-July, 177d( 
and reached its destination undiscovered by the Indi-. 
ana. A contest commenced with the Indians at ear- 
ly dawn, which lasted until ten in tbe m<Hiiiag. 
But, although Colonel Bowman's force sustained 
itself wi& great gallantry, the nombersaiid cooceal- 
meat of the enemy precluded the chance of a victo- 
ry. He retreated, with an inconsiderable loss, a. 
distance of thir^ miles. Th^ Indians, collecting ^U 
tiieir forces, pursued and overtook him. Jaw^ez. 
engagement of two hoon «wuedf more totite^^^. 
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wSvuntc^e of the Keatudd^iu tlwui the forma-. 
Ciriond Harrod proposed to mount a number of 
hone, and nalie u charge opwi the lodiaas, who 
cotttinaed &c fi^ widi great Surj, Thia ajipiu^o^ 
des|ierate mtsasurc was followed by the bajtpiett re- 
nits. The Indian front was broken, and their fwee 
dirown into irrepara^e coaftision. C^wiel B«w< 
naU, baving autaitted a lesi of nine killed uid ono 
wounded, aftenrards c«ntia«ed M lumwleated 
retreat. 

In Jnne vf tiie next yettr* 1760^ ak handled Irufi- 
ans and Canadian^ cemmcuided hj Colond JKrd, a 
British officer, attacked Riddle's tutd Martin'* ata- 
tions, at the Stria of tiie lacking, iridt giz pieces of 
eaanofl. They cotidncted 6m e^e^tton with so 
nuch secrecy, tttat tbe first intimation i^ it -wlii<^ 
thf nnsiispecting iBhabitsata bad, was b«ng fired 
Bpon. Unprepared to rewt so . formidable a.fbrce, 
provided Bioreorer witii cantno, against which their 
palisade WuUs wodld not stand, they were Obliged to 
mrreoder at ^lerctioii; The savages nvmediately 
prostrated one man and two women with the toma- 
hawk. All thb o^r pris«net«, many '6{ whom were 
flick, were loaded wiA borage and faro^ to accom- 
pany tiietr return march to tJie Indiaa towns. Wbn^ 
ever, whether m&le Or female, in&nt or aged, became 
«DaUe, from nekness or ezhanstien, to pnKeed,'waa 
immediately diapatehed with the tomahawk. 

The' inhabitants, exonerated by therecitd of cru- 
elties to the children and womeo, too horrible to be 
named, put themselves nnder tfie standard »f the 
intrepid and succetsful General Clarke, «4>o tioA* 
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manded a re^ment of United States' troops tit ttre 
falb of Ohio. He was joined by a number of vol- 
unteen from die coontiy, and thej marclied ag^nrt 
Pickaire^, one of the principal towns of the Shair- 
sese, on the Great SGaou. He condocted ttiis ex- 
pedition iridt his accnstOBoed good fortune. He 
bnrnt fhw town to ashes. Beade the dead, which, 
according to their coetom, the Indians carried ofl^ 
■erenteen bodies were left bettind. The loss of 
Genera] Clarke was seventeen killed. 

We ttere ^sent brief oat&nes of some of die 
other mme prominent western ^0D«erSf the ki&dred 
■piritst die Boones of Kentaekj. IHgh spirited 
intelligent, intrep^ as thej were, they can never 
supplant die reckless hero of Kentucky and Mi»- 
■oiiri in oor tfaonghts. It is tnie, these nmi deserrs 
to bare dieir memMies perpetuated in monumental 
Inasi, and die mare enduring page of history. But 
diere is a sad interest attached to the memory of 
Daniel Boone, which can never belong, in ixt eqoat 
degree, to theirs. They foresaw what dii»be»rttM 
coantiy would become in the hands t^ its new pos- 
sessors. Extending their dioaghts beyond the ken 
of a banter's calculations, they anticipated the coO- 
sequences of bats and bounds, officers of registry and 
- record, and ceorts of justice. In due time, they se- 
cured aiairand adequate reretfion in the soil wlHch 
diey had planted and so nobiy defended. Hence, 
dieir posterity, with the inheritance of their name 
and renown, enter into the heritoge of dieir posses* 
aons, and find an honorable and an abundant resi- 
dence in the country which Uiftir iadiers settled. 
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Boone, oa tiie contrary, waa teo e^ple-nu&ded, too 
little given to {H-ospectire ealcalatiODS, and his heart 
Ib too much wti<^ was pasamg under hiB eye, to make 
tl^ thri% forecast. In age, in penary, landless, 
aad without a home, he is seen leaving Kentucl^, 
Aea an opulent and Nourishing country, for a new 
' irildemees andliewscenes of adrenture. 

Affl<mg4he names of the conspiQUoua backwoods- 
men who settled tiie west, we caouit fail to recog- 
nize tfiat of Jamea Harrod. Ho was from the I^ks 
of Ae Menong^iela, and among the ei^Uest immt 
grant! te tiie ^^Bloody Grounds" He descended ihe 
Gnat Kenhawa, and returned to Pennsylvania in 
1774. ' He made himseli' eonspicuons with a par^ 
t^ his friends at the famous contest with the lodiaiw 
'ot^ift ."Peint." Neirtyearhe returned toKentud^ 
wi& a party of immigrants, ^ngbimself at tmeof 
the earliest set^metfts in tiie country, whiok) in 
honw of him, wss called H^rodsbui^h. 

Nature had moulded him of a form. and tenqKtra' 
ment to look the formidable red man in ti» face. He 
was six feet, muscular, broad chested, of a fiitn and 
animated countenance, keen and piercing eyes, and 
^taring of speech. He gained himself an imperish- 
able name in the annals of Kentucky, under the ex- 
treme disadvEuitage of not knowing how to read w 
write ! Obliging and benevolent to bis neighbor!, 
be was brave and active ia their defence. A suc- 
cessful, because a persevering and intelligent buotcr, 
he was liberal to profnsenessin the distribution of the 
^ils. Vigilant and unerring with his rifle, it was 
at one time directed agunst the abundant game for 
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tiie sake ot lus friend rather tlum IwnMlf; imd at 
odiers, agahiit the enoniea of his cottn^. Ggided 
by the inexplicable ioatiiict of fitrest >Idll, he ceidd 
conduct the wanderer in tlie woods- from point to 
point ftroogfa the wildemen, as the needle guides 
(he mariner aptNi tlie oceuu So endowed, o&or^^ 
equally illiterate, and le§s giftBd^naMrally, asd froo^ 
instinct, arranged tfaeB»elr« nnderhii banner, and 
feftrlcsBlj followed Boeh a leader. 

if it was reported j that a bsta^j, recentlf Braved 
in &e co«itb7» and not yet acquaiated witfar &e 
tmckwood'k modes of supply, was in waotof foed, 
Ilarrod was seen at the cabin door, offtring the bo^ 
of a deer or bnG&Io, wMch he hedjiotkffled. The 
commencing farmer, vho^tutd lost his oxen, orpk>ngfa 
hcHVe, in fte range, and nmned to the tdc^ou of 
hunting them, or fearfal of tiie Indian rifle, iett bo 
he^tancy, from his known character^ in applying to 
Harrod. He would disappear in the woods, and hi 
tiie exercise of lus own wonderful tact, the lost^beast 
Ires soon seen drifingto the door. 

Bat the precincts of a station, or the field of a femt, 
were too nncongeniaj a range fm such a spirit as his. 
To Weafte the fresh forest air — to range' deserts 
where man was not to be seen — to pursue ttie WiM 
deer and btiffitio— to trap tiie bear and the wolf^ or 
bedde the still pond, or the unexplored streaiii, 
to catch otters and beavers — to bring down fee 
wild tortey from the summit of the behest trees; 
such were the congenial pursoits in which he de- 
fighted. 

But, in a higher sphere, and in the service of his 
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eanBti7, he united the ingdnctire tact and dexterity 
of a IniBtsnMiB with the hrnvery of a loldicr. No 
labor was toe Kvere for his hardibood;no enterprice 
too daring umI foilom for his adventare; no course 
too intricate and <;cHH|dicated for his jadgment, solar 
as Bative talent eoutd goide it A* a Colonel of the 
. militia, he conducted expeditions agunst the Indians 
with uncominira Hiccen>- .^uter the ctwntr; had 
become pepolous, and he a hasbaod ^d a father, in 
the inidstofana^fectiotkBte family, possessed oferei7 
coaifcH^ — BHch was the eflect of tempenun^t, (^)U* 
ating upon habit, that be became oAen silent and 
tiiougbt&l in tbs midst of the social circle, and was 
seen ia that £Hune to wander away into remote for 
ests, mid to bury hbnsdf amidst t^e unpeopled knobs, 
where, in a few weeks, be would reacquire his cheer 
fulness. In &ai of theSe excursions be disappeared, 
and was seen no more, le^TiDg no trace to determine 
whedier he died a natural death, was slain by wild 
bccsts, or the t<»nahawk of the savage. 

Among ike names of many of Hie first settlen of 
KuTodsbui^, are liKwe that are found most promi< 
aeot in &e eatly annab of Kentucky. Id ihe first 
Betof these we find the names of McGaiy, Harltutd, 
McBride, and C^apdain. Among the yooDgsettlen, 
BOne were more ctm^icoous ibr actire, daring, and 
nerUorieu* service, than James Kay. Prompt at his 
poet at ttie first moment of alann, braVe in Qie field, 
fearless and persevering in the pnraoit ttf the enemy, 
•carcely a battle, ddnni^ or ea^dition took place 
in which he had not a distinguished part. Equally 
expert as a wootbman, and skilfi]] and successfiil as 
15* 
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ft banter, fae was eften emphyed as a ^y. It ii re* 
corded of him that he kft hk garrison, whea short 
of proriuoDs, by oight inarched to a-forest at the <ti»- 
tftoce of ux nulea, lolled a bn&lo, and, loaded with 
tiie choice parti of the flesh, returned -to regale Hw 
bnngry inhabitants in the raoraing. ' He at^ereil 
&i8 eotefpriio, too, ndten it was well Iowwb tiiat'tfae - 
Tictnity was thronged with Indituu, kiridng for aa 
opportniuty to kilU These are the pontions which 
try the daring md skill, &e usefulness and value of 
men, fumiriung a criterion which caaaot be coon- 
terfeited between reaUty aoA resemblance^ 

We- may perhaps in this place most properly in- 
troduce aaodier of the famous parlinas in sav^e 
warfiire, iKmoa Kenton, alias Butler, who, frMn-hum- 
ble beginnings, made himself conf^icuous by distin- 
guished eerrices and achievemeDts in Ute first se^e- 
ments of this ceontry, aad ought to.be recorded ak 
one of the patriarchs of Kentucky. He was bom 
in Vii^nia, in 1753. He grew to maturity without 
being able to read or write; but from his early ex- 
plotta he seems to hare been endowed with ihelings 
which the educated and those bom in the upper 
walks of life, fqipear to suppose a mwtopoly reserred 
for themselTesi^ It is recorded of him, that ml 
the age of nineteea, he had a ridcnt contest with 
another cootpetitor for Ae favor of &e lady ^ bis 
love. She refnsed to mc^e an election betweaa 
them, and the subject of this notice indigoantiy ex- 
iled himself from bis native place. After varnnw 
peregrinati<His on &e long rivers of the we^ he fixed 
in Kentucky, and soon became a in- 
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tutgiudied partissa a^nat the UTages. In 1774i 
be joined liimself te Lord DBDmore, and waa ap- 
pomted one' of his spies. He made varioiu ezeor- 
Biona, uid perfonaad important semcet ia Has em- 
j^Qy. He finally selected a [dace for improv«nent 
on.thente where WasbmgtoAaoir is. Returning 
"Hie day from ImMiog, be fouiuil one of his compao- 
iOB£ slain by the IndiaBs, and his body tbrown into 
>he fire. He left Wadungton in cuuequence, and 
)«ined Mmself to Cdonel Clarice m bia ibiiDnat» 
md gallant e^>ettition a^inst ViBeeones and Kas- 
^faskia. He waa sent by that commaBder with 
'i^patchea for Kei^cky. He passed tbroagb the 
btreets of Yinceuies, then in poasoBsioa of the Bri- 
uah and Indians, without discovery. Arriving at 
Wlute rirer, he and his par^ made a raft on which 
to cross with their guns and ba^age, driving their 
Iforses into the river and conpeUing tbem to swim 
it. A party of Indiims was concealed on the (^ 
posite bank, wbo took possessioB of the bones as 
they monnted the baiJc iram crossuig the river. 
Butler and his par^ seeing ^i, contmaed to float 
down the river tm their raft without coimng to land* 
They ctmcealed themselreB in &e bn^es until 
night, wh«i dwy croseed the xirer, piunied their 
jowmey, and delivwed their despatches. 

After QaSf Butlo* mad&4t jonmey of discovery to 
the northern regiwu of &e Ohio conntry^ and was 
made pfisoner by the Indians. They paiated him 
black, as ia their costmn when a vietiai is destined 
for tbdr tortuco, and infonoed him diat he was to 
be burned at ChiUicodie. . MeuThile, for their 
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own anHMeBtBt, Aid As a [wvhida of hk tortanv 
thftj iHWiafilfld Urn huid and fo«t, and placed hint 
Ml aa wabridted aat^ iitibrol[«B burae, Md timed &o 
a^Bwl looK, ^Ttag it «8r.9t it« utsioM qwMt) vitik 
■hwtte, deUgbted »t wtineisteg ht ^ede <tf mui^ 
jpng vMi its Kving bordeB. Th« b«rae oadbte .to 
sbake off tUs new aad itra^a ^MambnuMe, nada 
Im- &« ^ckfigt coTcrt ot the w*»& and bnMbte% 
witfk &« spcad of Ae wtedi. It k easf to eeajev 
tum th« pontics and mfleFbig of ^ vktkn. The 
t«n4fied uiinal «xbi»Hted itself io frajtlev efints to 
shake aff it» bordeH, imd warn dawn aod snbdoed, 
iHoug^ Buljer ba^ amidflt Aa jreHs a/ the exumffg 
KlTtiges to tb« euap. 

Armed wHhia a ndk ef C%iffico4b«, &tj iialtad, 
toek Butler from bis hem and lied hkn to a stake, 
where be vemaloed twen^-feur hauls ki one poA- 
tioD. flo was taken from the st^a -to *^iui the 
gtKmttet.'* The Jodiaa neda -af nanagmg tfak 
kkid of twtare was as Mbnrn 1^ inb^itaids of 
the tribe, otd aad y^mag, w«« pkced ba- ptvalle) 
Snes, armed with clofos Mid switehes. Tha-iictu' 
was to make tas way to ttie cooncU haose thraai|b 
theae fifes, eveij laember ai whieh stra^led to 
beat him as bo passed as tererely as possible. U 
he reached tko eoapctt beosa ^ve, be was to bo 
spared. ]n tbe IMMa were noari; nz h«kdi«d In* 
dians, and .Batler had to^mofce fait wcjr afanaat a tnilo 
im tfaft andwattce of tUs i^mal ^ort. He was 
started by a Unw; hot soon broke thr«u§fa &e fila% 
and bad dmest reocbod Oio council baose, wben a 
stout warrior knotted bin down wi& a chib. Ho 
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was eeverely beaten in tiiis poailioD, and taken back 
i^ain into custody. 

' It seenn iocredible diat ttiey sometimes adopted 
flieir priiooere, and treated them with the utmoit 
leahy and oven Idndness. At odter times, iogennity 
#^8 exhaosted to invent tortares, and eTery renewed 
endurance of the victim seemed to stimulate theb* 
▼engoance to new diKoreriea of cruelty. Butler 
was one of tiwie ^frted subjects. No way satb* 
fied with what they had do^e^ they inarcbed him 
Trom village to vltl^e to give all a spectacle of his 
sufferings. He ^^ the ganntiet thirteen times. 
He made various bttunpts to escape; and in one 
mstance would have effected it, had he not been 
arrested by some -savages who were accidentally 
returning to tin village from which he was escaping. 
It was finaUy determined to bom him at the Lower 
Sandudcy, but an apparent accident changed his 
destiny. 

In passing to the stake, the procession went by 
the cabin of Girty, of whom we -have already spo- 
ken. This renegado white man lived among these 
Indians, and had just returned from an unsuccessful 
expedition against flie whites on the frontiers of 
Pennsylvanift. The wretch burned with disap- 
pointment and revenge, and hearing that there was 
a white men going to the torture, determined to 
wreak his vengeance on him. He found the un- 
fortunate Bufjer^ tiirew him to the g^-ound, and be- 
gan to beat hbn. Butter, who instantly recogois^ 
in €iirty the ({uondam companion and playmate of 
youth, at once made bimself known to bim. This 
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•acramental tie of faendship, od recognitlmi, earned 
the savage heart of Girty to relent He raised Mni 
up, and prcHniied to save him. He procured the 
assomblage of a cwincil, and peiwiaded the aavages 
to relinquiah Bntler to him. He took the unforto- 
nate man h<»ne, fed, and clothed him, aad Butler 
began to recruit from las wounds and torture. But 
the relenting of the savage* was only transient and 
momentaiy. After five days tJbey repent of th«r 
relaxation in his favor, reclaimed him, and raarchad 
him to Lower Sandosl^ to be burned tber^ accoit> 
ding to their ori^nal piupose. By a fortunate coin- 
cidence, he there met the Indian agent from De- 
troit, who, Siom motives of humanity, exerted hk 
influence with the savages for his release, aai took 
him with him to SetnHt. Here h^ was paroled by 
Qie Governor. He eec^^d; and being, endowed, 
like Daniel Boone, to be at home in the woods, by 
a march of thirty days through the wilderness, he 
reached Kentucky. 

In 1784, Simon Kenton, reoccupied the settle- 
ment, near Washington, which he had commenced 
in 1775. Associated with a number of peojde, ha 
erected a block-house, and made a stationr here. 
This became an important point of covering and 
dcf^ice for the interior country. Inmugrants felt 
more confidence in landing at Limestone. To ren- 
der tlua confidence mqre complete, Kenton and bif 
assodatea built a block-house at Limestone. Two 
men, of Uie name of Tanner, h^ made a small set- 
tlement the year preceding at Blue lick, and were 
now making salt there. Tberoute from Limestone 



to Lexingtoa becMne^ne of the moat general travel 
iin- imtnigranls, and many stations sprang up upoo 
it Travellers to the country bad bitberto been 
compelled to sleep under tbe open canopy^ exposed 
to the rains and dews <^ the night. But cabins 
were i»>ir so common, that they might generally 
repose, under a roof that sheltered them from tbe 
treather, and find a bright fire, plent}' of wood, and 
wi& Hie rustic fare, a most -cheerful and cordial 
welcmne. The people of these new regions were, 
hospitable irom native incBnatiaii. They were hos- 
pitable from circumataQces. None but those who 
dwell in a wilderness, where the aavages roam and 
the wolves howl, can understand all the pleasant 
a§sociations c<Hinected with the sight of a strangei 
of the same race. The entertainer felt iiimself 
stronger from the presence of his guest. His offer- 
ed food and fare were the spoils of the chase. He 
heard news from the old settlements and tbe great 
World; and he saw in the accession of every stran- 
ger a new guaranty of the secuii^, wealth, and im- 
provement of the infant country, where be had cho 
aca bis resting plane. 

Among other w;orthy associates of Boone, we may 
m^ition tbe family of McAiee. Two brothers, 
James and Robert, emigrated irom tbe coun^ of 
Botetourt, Yirgmia, and settled on Salt river, six 
miles from Harrodsborgh. Having revisited their 
parent country, on their return they brought with 
them William and Geor^ McAfee. ' In 1777, the 
Indians destroyed the whole of their valuable stock 
of cattle, whilfl tlxey were absent from Kentucky. 
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[q 1779 they returned, and settted McAfte'a Bt» 
tion, which mu subsequently c^ntpelled to take its 
All! ehare in the sufferings and dangers of Indian 
hostilities. 

Benjamin Logan immigrated to the country ia 
1775, aa a private citizen. Bat be was a man of 
too much character to remain unnoted. As his 
character developed, he was successively appointed 
a magistnUe, ejected a member of (he legislature 
and rose, as a militaiy character, to the rank ot 
general. Hie parent were natives of Ireland, 1^0 
emigrated, while young, to Pennsylvania, where 
they married, and soon afterwards removed to Ait 
gusta county, Virginia. 

Benjamin, their oldest son, was bom there; and at 
the age of fourteen, lost his father. Charged, at 
this early ^e, with the care of a widowed mother, 
and children still younger than himself, neither the 
circumstances of his family, of the country, or bit 
peculiar condition, allowed him the chances of e<t 
ucation. Alntost as unlettered as Jiunes Harrod, 
be was a memorable exun{4e of a self-ftHvwd man. 
Great natural acutenesa, and strong intellectual 
powers, were, however, adorned by a dispet^D of 
uncommon benevolence. Under the eye of an ex- 
cellent iather, he comraenced with die rudiments of 
common instruction, the soundest lessons of Cbxis ' 
tian piety and morality, which were continued hj 
the guidance and example of an admirable mt^ief, 
with whom he resided until be was turned of twen- 
^-one. 

Qis father bad deceased iQtefltats,aad, in rirtasof 
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tbe lairs then in force, tbe whole extetMiTe in- 
heritance of his father's I^nds descended to him, 
to liie exeloiitm of hia brothers and risteit. His 
example ought to be recorded for dte benefit of 
those grasping diildreD in tbeie dajs, who,' dead 
to ^1 Batural afiection, and every aentiment but 
RTariee* seize all that the law will grant, whetiier 
eqni^ will sanction it or not. Disregarding this 
claim a( primogenitare, he inneted that the whole 
btheritance shoald be parceled uto eqttal shares, 
«f which he accepted only his own. But tiie gen- 
exooM impulses of his noble nature, were not limited 
to the dtmieafic drcle. His heart was warm with 
(he more enlarged seottments of patriotism. At 
file Age of twenty-one, bd accompanied Colonel 
fieauquette, as a serfeant, in a hostile expe<titioD 
against tiie Indians of the north. Having prorided 
for the comfortable settlement of his mother and 
&mily on James River, Vii^nia, he moved to the 
Uokttm, where he settled and married. 

Having been in the expedition of hoti Dunmore 
agwnat the Indians, asd having tluu acqiilred a 
taste for forest marches and incident, he determined, 
in 1775, to try bis fortunes in Kentucky, wliich 
comitry had then just become a theme of discus- 
non. He wt forth irom his mother's family witii 
Qiree daves, leaving Hie rest to her. In PowelPs 
TfJIey be met with Boone, Henderson, and other 
Idndred ^irits, and pursued his jonm^ towards 
Kentocky in company witJi tbem. He parted from 
tiicm, before they readied Boooeaborough, and se- 
16 



18B 

lected a spot for htmBelf, aterwarda -called Logad^ 
ibrt, orstati<Hi. 

la the winter of 1776^ he remored iat tmafy 
from Hobtmit and in March, anired witii it in 
Kentucky. It was die same year in which tiie 
daughter of Col. Boone, and Uioee of- Col. Callo- 
way were made captives. The whcde country be- 
ing in a state of alarm, he endeavored to assemble 
some of the settlers that were dispersed in &s 
country called the Crab Orchard, to )(m hira at 
his cabins, and there form a station of suffident 
strength to defend itself against Indian assiuiit. 
But finding diem tiimd and unresolved, he was iiim- 
seif ol/liged to desert his incijnent set^ement, and 
move for safety to Harrodsburgh. Yet, such was 
bis detennination not to abandon his selected spot, 
tiliat he raised a crop ot com tiiere, defenceless and 
sirrounded on all sides by Indian inclusion. 

In 6te winter of 1777, and previom to the at- 
tack of Harrodsbui^h, he found ux fiunihes ready 
to share with him t^e duigers of die selected spot; 
and he removed his family wiA diem to hiscahiss, 
v^ere the settlement immediately Dotted in the aa- 
portant duty of palisading a station. 

Before diese arrangements were ftdly completed, 
as the females of die establishment, on Ibe twen- 
tieth of May, were milking dieir cows, eustuned by 
a gi»rd of their husbands and fathers, the whtrfe 
party was suddenly assailed by a largebody of In- 
dians, concealed in a c^e-brake. One man was 
killed, and two' wounded, one mortally^ the other 
severely. The remainder reached the interior of 
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.Be palisades in safbtf. Tbe number in ^1 was 
Mrtyy half of whom were women uid children. 
A circunutance was now discovered, esceedinglj 
ti^ng td 8ucb a benevolent spirit as that of Logan. 
Wtule the ladians were still fimg, and the inmates 
part exulting in their safety, and the others mourn- 
ing over their dead and wounded, it was perceived, 
(hat one of the wonnded, bj the name of Harrison, 
was stUl dive, and exposed every moment to be 
scoped hj ^e Indians. All this liis wife and km- 
Hj could discern from wifiiin. It is not difficult to 
imagine &eir agoniziDg condition, and jnercing 
htnientatioiis tor tbe fate o( one so dear to tfaem. 
Logan discovered, on tiiis occasion, the same keen 
Mnabiiity to tenderness, and insensibUi^ to dan- 
ger, ftat characterized his tfiend Bo<me in rimilEH' 
predicaments. He endeavored to rally a few of 
the small number of iber male inmates of the place 
to jtnn him, and rash out, and assist in attempting to 
bring the wounded man within the palisades. But 
so obvious was tbe danger, so forlorn appeared the 
enter^Hise, that no one could be found disposed to 
volunteer his aid, except a angle individu^ by the 
niune of John Martin. When they had reached 
&e gate, the wounded man raised himself partly 
erect, and n^e a movement, as if disposed to try 
to reach the fort himself. On tiiis, Martin desist^ 
from the enterprise, and left Logan to attempt 
it alone. He rashed forward to the wounded man. 
He made some efforts to crawl onwards by the aid 
of Logan; but weakened by the loss of blood, and 
Qie agony of Ms wounds, he feinted, and Logan 
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taldog him «p in his anna, bore hira. toTtKrds Ui« 
fort. A shower of bullets wu discharged upon 
tiiem, many of which struck the palisade* close to 
bis head^ as b« brought the wmraded maa safe 
within tiie {ate, and d^tonted him in the care of 
lus fainily< ' 

The atation,a4dHt juncture, was deetitate of both 
p. wdet and ball; and there was no chanco'of sup> 
plj nearer than Holston. All intercoarse between 
station and station was cut offi Wilbout ammuni- 
tion the station could net* be defended against the 
Indians. The question was, bow to obviate ttuB 
pressing onergencj. Mid obtain a suppljt Cap- 
bdn Logan sheeted two tr»^ con^auoM, left the 
fort bj night, evaded the besieging Indians, reach- 
ed the woods, and with bis companioas nade hia 
wa; in safe^ te Holston, procured the necewai/ 
•npplf of ammunition, packed it under their care 
on honeback, giving Ibcm directhuia bow te pro- 
ceed. He tiien leA them, and trarersing the fbreris 
b; a shorter route on foot, he reached the fort in 
tafetf, in tan days from his departure. Tbe In- 
diaiM still kept up tbe siege with unabated perteve- 
raace. The hopes of tile dinnfiished garriloa had 
^ren way to despair. The retnm of Logan inspi- 
red them wi& renewed confidence. 

Uniting the best attributes of a woodsman luid a 
soldier to uncommon local acquaintance with Uie 
country, liis instinctive s^acity prescribed to him, 
on this journey, the necessity of deserting the beat- 
en potb^ where, be was aware, be should be inter- 
cepted by the savages. Aviudittg, from the s^ae 
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Lftlcalatioiit tbe passage of ttie Camberluid Gap, he 
explored a track in which noan, or at least the white 
man, had never trodden before. We may add, it 
has never been trodden since. Through cane- 
brakes and tangled thickela, over eliffi and precipi- 
ces, and pathless mountains, he made his solitary 
waj. Following bis directions implicitly, bis com- 
panions, who carried the ammnnitioQ, also reached 
the fort, and it wa? saved. 

Bii rencounters with tbe Indians, and bis hiof 
breadth escapes make no inconuderaUe figure ia 
the subsequent annals of Kentocl^. The year 
after the «ege of his fort, on a JiuntiDg excursion, 
be discovered an Indian camp^ at Big Flat Spring* 
two miles irom his station. Returning iimnedi* 
ately he raised a party, wit^ wtuch he attacked 
tbe can^, from which the Indians fled with precip* 
itation, withoet much loss on their part, and none 
on his. A short time after iie was attacked at the 
same place, by ano&er party of Indians. His arm 
was broken by their fire, and he was otiierwise 
■lightly wounded in the^ast. They evea seized 
tiie mane of his hone, and he escaped them irora 
tfieir extreme eagerness to take him alive. 
' No sooner were his wounds healed, than we find 
him in ike fm-e firont of tbe expedition against the 
Indians. In 1779, he served as a captain in Bow- 
man*B can^aiga. He dgnatized his Warery in th& 
anfortonate battle that ensued, and was with diffi- 
culty compelled to retire, when retreat ' became 
necessary. The next ye^ a party travelUng from 
Harrodsburgh towards Logan's fort, were fired npou 
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hj -the IndiMs, and hro of them mortally wounded 
One, however, Bumv»l to rescb tiifi fort, and give 
an account of the fate of his wowided compaoion. 
Logan immediately r^«ed a small party of young 
men, and repaired to the aid of the wounded mao, 
irho had crawled out of si^t of the Indiana behind 
a chimp of busies. He was still alive. LogsD 
ttmk him tm his ahooldeis, occasiaBally relieved in 
sostaining the burden by his yonnger asao<»ate8f 
and in this way conveyed him to tiie Gxt, On 
their return from Harrodihurgh, Lt^an's party 
w«re fired upon, and one of ^ party woiuded. 
fbe assBilanta were repelled with-losa; and.it wu 
Logan's fortune again to be the hearer of tha 
wounded man upon his shoulders kr a long didance-, 
exposed, the while, to the fire of the Indians. 

Hia reputatioo for bravery and hospitality, and 
Hie influence of a long train of connections, CMued 
Um to be the insbnment of bringiDg out jnany is^ 
nigraole to Keotacky. They were of a character 
to pfove an «cqaisiti«a to the country. like his 
iUeo^ Daniel Boone, and J^nes Harrod, fais heuso 
waa ofea to tUl the recent immi^^antik lo the 
early stages of tihe settiement of the country, hit 
atation, bke BoOne'c uid Harrod's, wok <me of tbe 
BEdn pillars of tile ctdony. Feeling the importance 
of ttds station, aa a ptunt of sQ^port to theiu&at 
MttlementB, he took efl^ctual measures to keep 
up an intercoarse with the oAer stations, partic- 
ularly these of Boone and Harrod. Dtmgerous 
as this intercoarse was, Logan gea««lly travelied 
^'ooe, often by night, and univeraally with such 
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iwfftness of foot, that few couM be found able to 
keep speed vrith him. 

In the year 1780, he received bis connnisaioD as 
Colonel, and was soon after a oiember 6f the Vi^ 
ginia legls^ture at Riclunond. Id the year I7S1, 
the Indiana attacked Montgomery's, station, ponsist- 
ing of six families, conuected by blood with Colo- 
nel Logan. The father and brother of Mrs. Lo- 
gan were tailed, and her sister-in-law, wiA four 
children, taken prisotiers. This disaster occurred 
about ten miles from Logan's fort. His first object 
was to rescoe the prisoaers, and bis next to chas- 
tise the barbari^ of the bidiaus. He immediately 
collected a party of bis friends, and repaired to tJie 
scene of action. He was here joined by the be- 
reaved relatives of Montgomery's family. He com- 
manded a rapid pursuit of the enemy, who were 
soon overtaken, cmd briskly attacked* They faced 
npon their ass^ants, but were beaten altera se- 
vere conflict. William Montgomecy killed tiiree 
Indiatis, and wounded a fourth. Two women and 
three children were rescued. The savages murder- 
ed the other child to prevent its being re-talcen. 
The other prisoners would have experienced the 
same fate, bad they not fled for their lives into the 
thickets. 

It would be very easy to extend this brief sketch 
of some of the more conspicuous pione^v of Ken- 
tucky. Their heroic and dinnterested services, 
their lavish prodigality of tbeir blood and property, 
' gave them that popularly wbicb is nrnvereolly felt 
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to be a high and priceless acquisition. Loved^ wul 
trusted, and honored as fathers of tbeir country, 
while they lived, Hiey bad the persuasion of such 
generous minds as theirs, that their names wmild 
descend with bteanngs to tbdr gratefvil posterilrf 
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CHAPTEH XII. 

Buona'i btolhu killed, and Booog himsBlf nanowly MopM from ths 

Indiani — Araaull upon AshtDo'i Ration — and upm tha WUka nau 
ShelbTrille— Attwi upon McAffoe'i antion. 

Wb haT« dreadf Bpoken of tbe elder brother of 
Col. Booae and his second retam to die YadldQ. 
A foDdneaa for the western valleys seems to hare 
been as deeplj engraven in bis a^ectlonB, as in tbe 
heart of bis brother. He subsequently returned 
wee more with his femily to Kentucky. In 17^ 
we find a younger brother of Daniel Boone ren- 
deot with him. Tbe two brothers set out on the 
oxdi of October of diat year, to rerirat the blue 
licks. It may well strike us as a singula;r iact, that 
Colonel Boone should have felt any disposition to 
revisit a place that was connected with so many 
former disasters. But, as a place convenient for 
the manofactore of salt, it was a point of impor- 
tance to the rapidly growing settlement. I^ey 
had manufactured as much salt as they could pack, 
and were returning to Boonesboroogh, when tiiej 
were overtaken by a party of Indians. By the first 
fire Colonel BooQe's brother fell dead by his dde. 
Dam^ Boone faced the enemy, and aimed at the 
foremost Indian, who appeared to have been the 
slayer of his brother. That Indian fell. By tiiis 
time he discovered a bost advancing upon him. 
Taking the stiU loaded rifle of his fallen bro^ier, 
he prostrated fuiother foe, and while flying from his 
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enemy foimd time to reload bis rifle, Tbe I 
•f a dozen muskets whistled abetit hia head; bat 
the distance <^ the foe rendered them faannlesB* 
^o scalp would have been of so much ralue to his 
piKSUen M Hut of the wetl known Daniel Boone ; 
sod they pursued Um widi tti« otmost eagerness. 
His object was so far to outstrip tticm, as to be able 
to ccmceal his tr^l, and put them to faok in regard 
to his course. He made for a little hill, behind 
which was a stream (^ water. He sprai^ into the 
water and waded up its current tor some distancet 
•nd then emerged and struck off at right ang^ t» 
bis ibrmer course. Darting cmward at tte ho^ 
p( hijj speed* he hoped that he had dlsttinced themy 
and thrown them off his tr^L To hh infinite m(» 
tification, be discovered that bis Ibe, elfter a€<4- 
dentally, or from their natural sagacl^, had rcDde^ 
ed all his cautim fruitless, and were fiercely purs(i> 
ing him still. His next expedient was that of a 
swing by the aid of a grape-vine, which had s» 
well served him on a hke occasion before. He 
§oon foond tme convenient for the experiment, and 
availed himself of it, as before. This hope wai 
also disappcnnted. His foe still bong with staunch 
peaeverance on hit trail. He now perceived by 
their movements, that they were conducted by a 
dog, that ea«ly ran in zig-zag directions, when at 
faah, wttil it had re-scented his course. TTie cxpe^ 
dient of Boone was Ibe only one that seemed ade* 
quate to save him. His gun was reloaded. The 
dog was in advance of the Indians, still scenting hk 
track. A rifle shot delivered him from hii oflSciom 
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ptiniicr. He soon reached a p<rint ctmTenieDt lor 
concealing his trail, and irbile the IndituiB were 
huntiDg for it, gained so much i^wn them as to be 
enabled to reach Boonesborough in saietj. 

At the close of the autntnn of 1780, Kentucky, 
from being one count]', was dmded into three, 
named JefiersMi, Ji^yette, and Lincola. William 
Pope, Daniel Boone, and Benjamin Lt^an, were 
appointed to the impcn^ant offices of commanding 
Qie miHtia of their re^ectire couotiei. 

Boring ^s^ear Col. Clarke descended tiie Ohio, 
with a part of his Virginia re^ment, and after en* 
tering the Misneuppi, at the first bluff on the ea^ 
tern bank, he landed and built Fort J^ferson. The 
occupation of diis fort, for the time, added the 
Chickasaws to &e number of hostile Indians that the 
western people had to encounter. It was soon di>< 
corered, that it woald be advisable to eracnate it,'as 
a mean of restoring peace. It was <hi tiieir ac* 
knowleged territory. It had been erected widK>ut 
their consent They boasted it, as a proof c^ their 
AiendsMp, &at ibey bad aever invaded Kentucky; 
asd they indignantly resented tJlii violation of ^ir 
territOTy. The evacuation of the fort was tiie tenm 
ef a peace whiefa the Chickasaws fidthfully observed. 

The winter of 1781, was one o{ unusual length 
and distress for the youi^ settlement of Kentucky. 
Many of the InHnigrants arrived after the close of 
the hunting seasonj uid beside, were unskilfol in 
the di£5cult pursuit of supplyiog thentselvea with 
game. The Indians had destroyed moat of the com 
of the preceding summer, and the nnmber of 'pet^ 
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sons to be mpplied had rapidly increased. These 
drcnntBtances created- a temporary fajnine, which^ 
added to the sevcri^ of the season, inflicted much 
severe suffering i^pn the settlement. Boone and 
Harrod were abroad, breasting the ke^ forest air, 
and seeking the retreat of the deer and buSalo, now 
becoming scarce, as the iobabitauts muHiphed. 
These indefatigable and intrepid men ^ppUed the 
bnngi7 immigrants with the flesh of buffaloes and 
deers; and the hardy settlers, accushxned to priva- 
tions, and not to over delicacy in their food, content- 
ed themselves to live entirely on meat, until, in the 
ensuing autumn, they <Hice more deiived abundance 
from the freA and fertile soiL 

In May, 1783, a body of savages assaulted Ash- 
tou'a station, killed one man, and took another pris> 
oner. Ci^tain Ashtmi, with twen^-fire men, pur- 
coed and overtook them. An engagement, •which 
lasted two hours, ensued. But tbe great superiorit^r 
«f the Indians in number, obliged Capt»n Ashton 
to retreat. The loss of this intrepid party was se* 
vere. E^ght were killed, and four mortally woui>- 
ded — their brave commander bdng amtmg ihe nuio- 
her of the slain. Four rMdrea were taken cc^tivs 
from Major Hoy's station, in A^ust following. 
Unwarned by the fate of Captain Ashton's par^, 
Captun Holden, with the inadequMe force of sevei^ 
teen men, pursued the captors, came up with tiiem, 
and were defeated with the loss of four men killed, 
and one wounded. 

This was one of the most disastrous periods since 
(he settlement v{ the country... A number of tits 
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wKm reeeot and feeUA Btatiens, yiatti so anoo^ed 
hy savage hoetiU^ as to be broken up. The hones 
were carried ofi; tuid thecatde killed in every dif 
rectiou. Near LexlBgttm, a nuin at work in his 
fidd, was shot dead by a singjte Indian, who ran apOD 
bis foe to scalp lum, aad wae himaetf shot dead from 
~ flie {ortj and idl <hi the body of his ibe. 

During the severity of wiatsr, the fiiry of Indian 
incursion was awhile suspended, and the stem and 
scarred hunters had a respite of a few weeks aboat 
their cabin fires. But in March, the hostilities were 
renewed, and several ntaraudiag parties of Indians 
entered the country from north of the Ohio. CoL 
William Lyn, and Captains Tipt<m and Chapman, 
were killed by smalT detachments that waylaid them 
aptm the Beai^rass. In pursuit of (wte of these paP' 
ties, Captun Aqaila White, with seventeen men 
trailed the Indians to the Falls of tiie Ohio. Sup- 
posing that they had crossed, he embarked his mep 
in canoes to follow theW on the other shore. They 
bad just comnutted dtemselvea to the straem, iriwn 
they were fired upon from the aiuxe ibey had Ieft> 
I^e of the party. were killed or wounded. Yet, 
enfeebled as tiie rraaat^der were,; &ey i%landed^ 
&ced the foe^ and cempeUed &em to retreat. ; 

' In April follomng, a station settled by Boone's 
elder brother, near the present mte where Sbelby- 
ville now stands, became alarmed by the appearance 
.«f parties of lagans in its vicinity. The pet^tle^ in 
coDstranatiQa, unadvisedly resolved to remove to 
Beai^rass. The men acctmlingly set eat encumbei> 
ed With womed, childKD, and bs^gage. Intbisdp* 



huc^km pmlknDGDt, fteyirew attacked \j em 
ladiaos near L«ng Ron. They dperienced M«e 
loss, aad a general di^raon frwn each otber in th« 
womfa. CtAfflel IToyd, hi great haste, raised tfren. 
<f-iTe men, and repurod to the Ke»e <^ actim, 
intent a£ke apon adndraeteiHig re&ef to Ute nfier* 
en, and chastaetnent to the ettem^. He diridad ^ 
Iiifl par^t and adnoiced Dp«a diem with cwition. 
Bat their ft^erior kno-wledge «f vtbe CMmtrjr, ena^ 
Ued the Indiana t» ambuscade both diri^oDa^^iHid to 
defeat then with ttie loss of half hia hkd^ a kai 
poorij compensated hj the eh-camfltance, that a still 
greater tramter <rfthe sarages fell in the engage- - 
ment. "nie noniber of tt»e latter were n^powd to 
be Oree times ttiat of Colonel Floyd's pM^. Tha 
ColoMl narrowly escaped with Us life, by &a aid 
af C^pfaun Sanmel Welfe, who, seeing hia on loot, 
poiSned by the enemy, dieamuiited wmI gave Mm Us 
ewnhiHve, and as he fled, ran by hit side to siqtpoct 
fchti on the saddle, from whidi 1^ nught have &ll«u 
fliroo^ weoknesa fnm his wocmda^ — ^This act of 
Captmn WeHa was the mere magnamimws, as Floyd 
and himflelf were not fiieoda at tb& thne. Such no- 
ble generonty was not- tfafonm away iqpaa Flt^d. 
It prodaced Hs natural effect, md fteM two pemwi 
fired and £ed friend It is pieuant t» lecord 
■och a mode of qoel&ig animosity. 

Earty in May, two men, one a( wbora was San- 
vd McAfee, left James McAfee^ stadtm, to g» to a 
dearing at a riiOTt <Bstaiiee. T^ey had airaseel 
about a foortli of a D^, wtwo tlMy were arad 19011. 
The conpaniMi^ McAfee feU. Tb« tatter bmiad 
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aod flsd towaHfl flie gtation. He bad oot gained 
more &m fifteen, atepi wheb he met an Indian. 
Both paused a mnnent to nuse their gu&s, in order 
to diacharge fliem. The muzzles almost tcmched. 
Botii fired at the same moment. The Indian's gun 
flashed in ttie pan, and he fell. McAfee continued 
his retreat; but before he reached tiae station, ita in- 
mates had beard the report of tt« guns; and Jamw 
and Kobeirt, brotiien ^ McAfee, had wune out to 
the aid of those attacked. The three kro&ers met 
Robert, notwitiutEOi^ng tiie caution he received 
irom his brother, ran along the path to see the dead 
Indian. The par^ of Indians to which be had be- 
longed, were uptxi &e watch unong the trees, and 
several of them phieed themselves betwe^i Kobert 
and the station, to intercept bis Tetorn. Soon made 
aware of the danger to which his thoaghtlessneas 
had exposed fabn, he foond all his dexterity ^and 
knowledge of Indian warlare requirite to eniore his 
■afetj'. He sprang from behind one tree to imotiier, 
in the directitm of the station, parsned b^ an Indum 
until he reached a fence within a hundred, jards of 
it, which he clefu%d ^}J a leapi The IndiaD had 
posted hhnself b«dund a tiee to toJce safe aim. — 
McAfee was now prepared for him. As the Indian 
put lus bead out from the cover of }m tree, (o loc^ 
for hia object, he caught McAfee's ball in. hit raeuth, 
and fen. McAfee reached the station iti safety. 

Jamee, though be ^A not expose himself as his 
brother b^ done, was fired vpoa hj five Isdiam 
who la; in smbnsh. Be fled ib m tree ifar proteo- 
titm. Imme^teiy aflar be bad gaini^t»e,.tiUBe ct 
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four aimed at him from Qm otiier side. The balk 
scattered eartb up<Hi Moo, as they struck aroond hii 
feet, bat be. remained unharmed. He had no sooner 
entered the inclosnre o( the station in safety, dian 
Indiana were seen approaching in all directioDfl. 
Thdr accustomed horrid yells preceded a general 
attack upon Ae it^<ni. Their fire was returned 
witb 8{Hrit, tbe vomen nrnning balls as &st as thej 
were required. The attack continued two boun, 
when the ladiaos withdrew. 

The fiong bad aroused the neigbborhDod; and 
soon after the retreat of the Indians, Afajor McGaty 
appeared with forty men. It was determined to 
pursue the Indians, as &iey covdd .not have advanced 
fiir. This purpose was immediately carried into 
^Eecu^n. The Indians were overtaken and cqi» 
pletely routed' The station snfiered iQconveDienc* 
from the loss of their domestic animals, wbi^ wwe 
all killed by the Indiana, previous to their retreat 
(^e white man was killed and another iMed of hii 
wounds in a few days. This was the last attack 
upon this station by tbe Indians, allbou^ it remain- 
ed for some years a frontier post. 

We might eadly sweH these uinals to vtrfumes, 
by entering into details of the attack of Kinchdotfi 
station, EUid its defence by Coltmel Floyd; tbe at- 
:pl«ts of Thomas Randtdph; the captiri^ o£ Mrs. 
Bland and Peake; and the long catalogue of reccw- 
ded narratives cf murders, bumiogt, assaults, hetpic 
defences, esciqtes, and the various incjdeots of In- 
dian warfare upon the mci^jest settiements. WMlp 
their barbarity and horror chill the hiood, titey show 



m -wtat sort of men the fint set&en of the country 
were, and what sceneB thej had to witness, and 
what events to meet, before they prepared for us 
oar present peace and abundance. The danger 
nnd apprehcDtioD of their condition must hare been, 
such, &at we cannot well im^ne how they could 
proceed to the operations of building and fencing, 
with Bi^cient composure and quietness of spirit, to 
con^ete the slow and laborious preliminaries of 
founding such estabEduients, as ttey hare (a-uismit- 
ted to tfaeir children. Men they must have beeu, 
who could go 6rmly and cfaeerfully to the common 
occupations of agiiculture, «i& tiieir lives in tbelr 
hands, and under the constant expectation of being' 
greeted Irom the thickets and cane-brakes w^h && 
itfe ballet and fiie Indian yell. Eren the woinAi 
were heroes, and tlieir are instances iu abundance' 
en record, where, in defence of their children and 
cabins, they conducted with an undautfted energy of 
attack or defence, which would throw into shade Uie 
vaunted bravery hi the bulletinB of regular batflee. 

These ma|;nattimous pioneers seem to bt^e had ' 
a presentiment that they hod a great work to ac- 
complish—laying the foundations of a state in tfie 
wHdemesa — a woik from which ftey were to be de- 
terred, neidier by hunger, nor toil, nor dnnger, nor 
death. For tenderness and afiecttoo, they had 
hearts (^ fiedi. For the difficulties end dangers of 
Aeir positions, Hidr bosoms were of Iron. Tbbt' 

TBAMED CiOD, AKD HAD HO OTBBK TSAK* ' 

IT*-.. . 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

BhuUDia tanl* Bahr the BiM Liil«»OaKial Cbte'cwradaM 
t«kla*t itM Ukid Knra>-4IuBcn of McClun'i fcnil;— Tto 
konon of Indian unuba Uini<^)iaut (he Httloauiatt — Oeaeai 
Banaai'i upedMon — Defeat of Geaetal St. Clair— Ceo. WBTtw*! 
vktoiy, uid & filial peace nidi ttie IndiBiUi' 

HhkB) in the order of the aavaJs of the cambr, 
wsoM ho tlie place to preuDt the fenow attack of 
BrTsnffl itatioD, vhicb we ba;r& antlcipatad by as 
aaftchronism, aad given a]r«ad/, in order to pc^sent 
tbe reader wUh a clear view of a, «MuM^ and tbe 
peoaliar mode of ofteofc aad d^nee ki tlwae border 
wara. Ttie attack upon BFjant'a. rtatioD waa mada 
b7 tiie lat^ert bo^; of IndiaDs tbait 1^ bees $^em 
■n Kentucky^ tbe whole feroa ataouotiog' at least to 
fix hundred tnes. We have leea that tbej did b<^ 
dacainp BQtil they bad sufiered a severe loss of their 
wantors. Tbey departed with w mufih pr9eipit»> 
tjbp as to have left their tents °*T"^f"gj their &ieB 
boming, and tbeir oieat roasting. Tbej took the 
nad to the lower Blue Licks. 

Colooel Todd, of Lexingtop, despa^chad inoMB 
diate inteUigeiiyce of this attack to Colonel Trig^ 
tw«r Harrodsbargh, and Colonel Boose, who bad 
xtpm returned wkh his ^ily from North Carolina 
to B^onesborough. These nteii wece fioufi im 
collecting volunt«eta in tbeU viqinity. Saurcely^ 
had the iDdituu disappeared from Bryant's station, 
before a hundred and nx^-sii men were assembled 
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Indians. Bendes CcJonelfi Tiigg, Todd, m^d Bomie, 
M^pre Mc&acy urd Harland, feon the vidu^ of 
Harrodsbw^ had a pwi ia this oottUBaod : ^coua- 
cil irai hald, ia wUch* »Sxt coerideiiDf tbe dupu- 
^ of DumbCTB, it wM still detemioed. lo punoe 
the Indian!. Such wm tbeir impetooiity, Uwt tb^ 
could Qot be penoaded to wait for the arrival of 
GoltHiel Logaa, who wa< loMWR -*» be aoQscijag » 
aboBg party to join them. 

The much wa« iflosKidlliteljr mntveaMd i^poa 
&eiE toU. Tber had not pnNE«ed»d Ik^m^qiQ Co- 
lonel BoBoe, eipericnced in tbe habtte •f Indiaw 
and Ute i&dicatiiMia of their purpoaoa, «imio«iicmI 
tbat he ^focovered. MMrks tb»t tltejr foe.wa* owkiiig 
deBMHstntfkwe of wiUisgneM to Meet tbeflk He 
obieeved tfaat they took fio phiM to cooceal tbeiv 
route, bat carefullf took MeeBures to mislead tbeir 
punaefB i* regard to their Dumber. Tbeir &«t 
pai^KMe was indicated by cutting trees <»i th^ 
patb—^bemoet^ial^ble of all directieoc aB,to their 
Gourae. Tb^ i^ber waa equally coacealed by a cau- 
tious coaceotrsdioa of tbeir camp, and by the ^e^ 
taking piwticidar care to step in tbe loot prints of 
tbeir file leaden, ia that twen^r warriors anight ba 
nnrebered iroio the foet-n^rks cmlyas one. 

Still BO lodiaoE were actually eeen, until tbe par* 
ty anived oa tbe southera bank of the Licldog, at 
the point of tbe Blue Licks. A b(M^<^ IndiaM 
WBS here discovf red, mounting tbe summit of an c^ 
ferite hH&t m>vmK letwrelf t and ai^areqtij witbool 
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bmtj or alam— rettibe sknrly &i»n ri^t, as «a ■ 
common mardi. 

thb par^ halted. Ttie officass assenAled, and 
a gen«4l conmltation took place, re^iec^ng what 
fnu to be done. The akecnatives were, wbeth^ U 
was best to croM the XJeking at the hacard of aa 
engagement with the Indiain; or to wait where they 
were, recoimcriter theconatry, actoo &e defenure^ 
and abide the oMaing upof Cohwel XiOgan with hi* 
£wce. 

Coloneb Todd aod Trigg, little acqmuded Wilh 
Ae hMdmBr-Wenie^mm to be guided hy the jodg* 
meat of Colonel: Boone. His t^ioHm beiag- called 
fiv,' he gave H with bis usual ctemieflB and <drcina- 
■pection. Ai regM^ed the nonber of the aB^oy, 
his judgment was, that -it should be eoaated feom 
fln-ee to five handed. F^om the careless and l«i- 
mrelj nuurner of the inEffch of the body, they had 
•ecD, he was itware, that the main body, was near, 
and that tifce show of this small party was prohiAIy, 
wift aiiew to draw on the attack, founded npon 
an entire igmnaDce of their utHnbers. Wtth the 
localities of the country about thp Licks, from bit 
former residence there, he was perfectly acqaaint- 
ed. The river forma, by its curv^ an irregnhu 
dUp^,embracmg the great ridge and buffitlo road 
leading from tiie Uctcs. Its longest line of Usec- 
tion leads towards LimestoDG, and is terminated by 
two ravines headhig together in a point, and div«- 
ging thence in opposite directions to the river. In 
his vietr, it was ^«bab)e that ihe In^a^- had' 
formed an 'ambuicade bdifatd Aese ravines^ in a 
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fodHim as advantageoin fbr tfaem as U woold be 
dacgerous to the party, if they cc«tii»ied their 

rcfa. He advUed that the party Bboutd divide; 
iHte half march up Ae iJcking on the opposite 
side, and croBBing at the mouth of a Btaall bnnch, 
called EUc creek, fall over upon Uie eastero carre 
of the ravine; -vrfaile the other half should take a 
podltion favorable for ^Ming them prompt co-<^- 
ratioD in case of an attack. He demonetarated, that 
in tlHB way the advantage of poentim might b« 
taken from the eaearf, and turned In fteir ftvor. 
He was decided and pressing, that if it was deter- 
mined to attack a f>rb£ sapeHor, beibte the arrivM 
«f Colonel Logan, they ought ^ least to s^nd oat 
Bfries and explore the coantry before Utey mah;bed 
tiM maJB body over the river. 

This vrise counsel of Colon«I Boone was perleetly 
accordant with the views of. Coloneh IMd and 
Trigg, and of most of the persons consoited on the 
occasifHi. But while they were deliberating. Ma* 
jor McGaiy, patriotic, no doubt, in his intentions, 
bat ardent, rash, hot-headed, and indocile to milita- 
ry rale, guided his hiHse into the edge of the 
river, raised the war-whoop in Kentucky s^le, and 
ezcl«med, in a Tince <^ gay coi£deiice, '*AI1 those 
Hiat are not cowards will follow me; I will show 
tfaem \^ere Ae Indians m«!" Saying this, he 
spurred lus horse into the water. One and anottier, 
under tiie impulse of such an appeal to their conr^ 
age, dashed in after lunh The council was thus 
liroken op by fwce. A part cau^t die taA spirit 
hy synqratby* "nn rae^ who were diipoMd to 



litteK to batta: -AcwmMb, w«ra boon ale^ wd 
dif^ BoggutioBa drowned in the geowtd cluwtt 
All cooumI ud command were at aa ead. And 4t 
ii Ana that aaaaf of the moat uKpoctast «r«Bj«of 
bntoiy have been detenoined. 

The whole part^ crowed the -river* keajpuig^ 
straight forward in the beatea bufiaio raad. Ad- 
vanced a little, partiee flaniced out Jratn the naa^ 
body, a* the ur^golari^ aad UBevetutew of tba 
ground would allowr The whole b«dj raovadoil 
io reckl^a prccipitati<Hi aod disordwf aver a ua- 
face covered with rocks, lud bare by the trampluv 
of faaffatses, and the waihii^ of the rain of agofc 
Their cowve led them io front of the bi#i ridge 
itiis^ exteads for MHne distance to tha left of tbe 
road. They were decoyed oa u ttie dir«Qt4Mt td 
ooe of Qui raviitet of which we haae spolwa, by tba 
reappCBrtmce «( tihe par^ of Indtana they had fink 

The temiaation of thb ridgf doped off u a d« 
clivity covered with a thick forest of oaki. The 
rariBei were tkidt set oa their banks with small 
timber, or «icamb«r$d with bortit wood, and the 
whole area befive tbem bod be«B stripped. baie of 
all herbage by tfte bufiUoes that had rcRorted -te 
tbeLicks. Ctampt of soil here uid there oothaimna 
rock uipported a few trees, which gave tbe wholci 
of this i^tofevilomsB amostaingolarvppcanuKa. 
The advaace of the party was h«aded by AleGoryv 
Hariand, utd McBci<le. A par^ of In^au, as 
Boone had pt«fi«tod, th^ bad b««D ambadwd ia 
the woods boM mtk A«M. A wann iwi4W*o4r 
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action imDMdiately (KHnmeDced, and the rifHB «b 
either side did fatal ex«cutioD. it vm dtsoovered 
io a momeDt that the iiihtJe line of Uw iiavMe con- 
cealed lodiaiu, who* to the Qumber of thiice that 
of tbeir foes, rushed upon them. Coloaeb Todd 
and Trigg, Those position bad beea on thu n|^ 
hy the moYement in cnwsiiDg, were thrown in th« 
MBT. - Ttiey foil in their ^ace«, and the rear was 
turned. Between tweet; and thirty of these brav* 
meB had already paid &e ferfeH pf their rsshaewy 
when a retreat xApunenced onder the edga of (ha 
tosaahawk, and the wbizang of ioditm bidlettt 
When the party first croqaed the river all were 
awBQted. Many had disEoeunted at the cosomeace 
ment o( the action. OUwn engaged on horsebadi. 
Oo the retreat, stsne wa« fortonate eoou|^ to re* 
corer their biwaes, and fled on horseback. Othen 
retreated on foot. From the pwBt vrhcve the »» 
gagement oonuoenced to tb« Xieldng river waa 
about a ■lUe'a distaote. A Ugh and ru^g^ eltf 
aniToned ei&er shore of the river, whitb alefwd off 
to a pluD Bear the Lldks. The lord was najnMr, 
and ibe water i^tove and belotr it deep, Soim 
veto «ir«rt«kQD tm the way, and fell itDd«r ^ toot- 
atewk. Bttt the gveateat dau^ute* was at ttte river. 
SoDK were slain kt crosaiB^ and boibb w eltbw 

A nngnlar qwetade isaa here presented ui Ae 
caseof amanhythc woeof N«tlierlB&d,wiio bad 
heen derided fin- hia timidity. He was nounted 
OB a flaet and powetfid bMsa, the buk of whidi 
Ik bad BMrar left fiw a mommL H« waa one d 
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Ibe ftnt to recnxs tiie Uddng. FiedtDg hlnidf 
safe iip<m the opposite shores a KntinteDt of s^mpa- 
tby Came upon him as he looked back and took a 
•nrreT^ of the scene of nmrder going on in the river 
and oQ ita shore. Many had reached the river in 
a state <^ feintnesB and exhaustioD, asd the Indians 
were stfll catting them down. Inspired with the 
fceKi^ of a commander, he cried out in a loudand 
mitboritative voice, >^Haltl Fire on the Indians. 
Prelect the men in '&e riTer.** The call was obe^ 
ed. Ten or twelve men iostand/ tnioed, fired on 
the enemy, and checked their parsuit fiir a moment, 
tbos enabling stnne ot the exhausted and wounded 
fiig^tives to evade the tomahawk, already uplifted to 
destroy than. The brave and benevolent Rey>^ 
nelds, whose reply to Girty has been reported, r&i 
Hnquishedhis own horse to Colonel Robert PMtei^ 
ton, who was infirm from former - wounds, and was 
retreailiag on foot. He thus' enabled that veferaa 
to esciqie. Wlule ttma signahdng his dirinterested 
Intrepidity, he fell himself into the huids of tiw in- 
(tiens. The par^ ttiat to<^ him consisted of three. 
Two whites passed him aa tbdr retreat. Two'of 
the Indians pmnQed,k«vu)g 1dm under the guard of 
the third, ffis captor rtooped to tie lus moocann, 
and he sprang away fi?om him uaA escaped. It is 
supposed that one-fourth of tiie men engaged in Uns 
acti<m were c<»nauflsi<Mied officers. T^ whole 
Bvmber engaged was one htndied and sevenfy-ax. 
Of dtese, nxty were riain, and eight made prison- 
m. Axaaag the moat distiBgiusbed names of those 
irtw fell, were &oae of Colon^ Todd and Trigg, 
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Ifajon Harland soA ^Iger, Gspb^ Ctordeo and 
McBtidA, and a son of CoJonei So<»w. The loss 
of die savages has never been ascertained. It c(»ild 
not hare equalled that of tiie assailants, tiiougb some 
mppetieA tt greater. This saDguinaiT affiUr took 
place Aognst 19, 1763. 

Colonel L<^an, on ariring at BtyaaVe itationf 
frith a force of three hundred men, found Hue tnt!^ 
bad akead; marched. He made a rspM advance 
in lu^es to join them h^re tbej duMld hare mei 
witii die Indians. He cvne np witji the a«rvir(Wit 
OB their retreat fratn %&x ill-fated eontestr not tea 
from Bi^ant's station. He detenuoed to punue 
his march to tile hattie ground to buiy the dead, if 
be could not av^ige tliek lall. He iras joined - 
hj many fiiends of tiie lolled and wjasiiagi fnwa 
Lexington and Biyant's station. The; reached the 
battle ground on tiie 35tii. It preaeated a heaT(> 
ren£ng q>ectacle. Where «o latel/ had ariKn th« 
Aouts of the robust and intrepid woodsmen, and the 
dtarp jell ^ the savages, as they closed in the mnp- 
derons contest, the silence o{ the wide' forest was 
sow unbroken, except by birds of prey, as tiiey 
■creamed and sailed over tiie cu^iage. Tlie bent 
was BO excessive, and the bodies were so dianged 
hj it and the hideous gashes and mangling of the 
bdian tCHlahawk and kiufe, that friends ecnild no 
longer recognise their dearest relatives. They per^ 
formed tiie sad rigl^'Of sepulture af ibey mlght,,k, 
ap<m die rocl^, ground. 

The Indian forces tiiat hM (mt^t at tiw Blue 
lickSf in tiie exaltatiiN) of viefcuy atUi revei^e* ler 



tamed IwmeW M i idfh 4wir seripa. Those fren 
Hm iM»r&— «iid ^y eomtituted &e gnatcr tmm. 
Iwm^Ktunied quietly. Tbo wettem bands took 
Am routs titrough JeSenon counQr, in h^es to 
add more scalps to &e nunber of tb^r tnpUafc 
Colonel Flojd led oBta force to protect the eoon- 
tiy. Tbe^ OMHched tiirotigh the re^oa en Salt 
Htw, and taw no tfaces of Indiang. Timy diqter 
Bed ea l^eir retnrs. The greotw munber of thetn 
Feacbed tbeif steitioa, and laid dOwa, fat^ood and 
e^austed,'VitboBt rniy pretwatioQ against a foe. 
The IndiaDB came ttpCHi tiiem te this ptedlcaaieat 
ki fbo ragbt, uid kiUed several vomes and d^dcen. 
A few escaped nnder &e cover of Ae dorkaeM. A 
wemMi, tiAen pristwer tfnt ni^ escaped from bM 
•arage e«p6wa by (hroWiDg herself into the bwihea, 
lAiie flKy passed on. 8be wandered about Om 
woods eighteen days, sabristing only on wild fhiit^ 
and wasthm found and carried to Lynn's statitn. 
fiBie sorrfved ttie e^dreme state ot exhanstktB id 
wfaich ^e was discorered. ABtffter woman, taJcen 
with faar cMMren, at the same time, was cwried to 
Debott ■■_ ■ ' 

The terrible, Mbw wWeh tt»e sarBges had etratk 
at the Hoe Ucks, oicited a geaer^ and immediate 
purpose ef ret^atiMi ftrmig^ Kentucky. Cene^ 
Clarke waS lyjpoiated commaadCT^-chie^ aOdCt^ 
onel LogM next ander him in commatid of *» e* 
poditioD, tobemisedforfttttpoipose. The fowea 
were to rendezyons at Licking, Ifeftatof «et». 
tember,I783, General OaAe, mUh em thoasand 
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Ibr &e fotHaa «nnkB oo Ac AfiavL Thmf taH m 
«m tiior roote wiA the camp of Kmon Girty, wIm 
Would hAve twen cwapieielj stupthei w^ hia I»- 
Aans, Itad mit a strag^tig e»vage equed ttie m^ 
Tance, and reported it to tb«i» juft io boUob to to- 
itfcleAein to scatter in eretT'-d&vetioB. Tb«7Ki«a 
ipread Ae iB(e]Sg«»ce that an RTmj tisem KMttnekj 
was msFcbing upon tiieir towns. 

Am &t army approached tiie tewm on Acb* roster 
ttiej foottd ttiat the inhal^taitl had evacaated tbam^ 
attd Bed ^to tiw wMds. AH ^ oaUna at OdlH 
cothe, ' Piqua, and WlUis weM bomed. 8cni* 
ridm^diiDg to<A i^ice, how«rer, in whidi ftre ]b»- 
flituls were kffled, and seven made prisMiNVs will^ 
bat any 1«sb to the KentocldaoB, sare ^m woonding 
<rf' one man, wluch afterwards jooved taort^ On« 
distisgaiBhed Indian sotrendered himself, and was 
ftftenrards itAnmanfy mardered hj ime of fiie troops, 
to tbe deep regr«t and tBtatifieation td Oeseval 
Claifee. 

In October, I78&, Mr. Md^ure and familf, in 
companj with a number of o&er ^stniliei, were 
assailed tm %egg^ creek. Sxef (he JMnilf were 
kiHed, and Mrs. McChire, aefaflj, and a number o( 
other persons made prisoners. TIte attack took 
place in fte night, llie circnmstsaicefl 0f tiie cap- 
tare of iSn. McCIore, fiimirii an affecting ^dent 
UluBtrat^ Ae iotinfcible filree of imbH«l tendei>- 
nesBs. She had concealed berael^ viMk her foor 
el^dreo, in the bnuh of a ddchet, which, togetiier 
wifli Ae daikness, Kreebttl her itom obserration. 
Had she cboaen to hare left her infant behind, die 
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it to her IxjaoiH, ^±ough aware that ilt slui^ 
would betray thur covert. The Indiana, goided to 
Uke q>ot by ils cries, Jdlled^ three lal^c children^ 
end todc her: aod her m&iU .cap#rQ». llie uqiQiy 
taitate uid bereaved metiter was e^liged to «cco|a> 
{laay AeiF'.raareh oa an untamed. «id ojibfi^^B 
hone. 

bt^^nceof &eae mawaereaaad efueltieB.cip- 
colated rn^Hy. C^fttaio Whitley ixameduU^ 
collected twen^-OBe men ^ora the a^joioing its 
tions, OTertoolc, and IpUad tmo of these ■avagesi-Fer 
took be desolate mother, her babe, aod a segra 
mmtAf and the scalfis of ^ nx pers«HU wltfHa 
they Iwd killed. Ten days afti^rwaida, anctll^ 
party of idHBigTaatB, led by Mr.. Moore,, were at 
tadtedi aad oiae of thpir iHunb^r kUled. C^gti^ 
WhUley pwmed the peqtetratt^of this blopdj^aic^ 
iri& tiBrt^ men. On^the sixth, day of porsoit 
throagh the wildenteas, he cagae op with twen^ In. 
dians, dad in Hw d|f«HeB of tbue whom diey had 
Blain. They.di«n«uited and dispensed in&ewooda 
thou^ DOt.UQtS 4iree oftitegu were kiUed. Tho 
pmsueraMCOTored eight scalpa, tad all the phu^ 
which- the ^idiana had colieoted at tfie late a»Baecxe. 

An expediti«w «f GenenJ Cl^ke, with A thfiV' 
■and aaOf aguort-the Wabash lodiaDs, &il^ in 
conBe<pience of &e ju^Mitiepce and discouragement 
of his m^ £eam wmt of proyiaipns. Colonel Logan 
was more wccesaful in an eiipeditioB against.^ 
BhawneieIndiwioa4lw.Scu^. He avpneed one 



•f the tewBB, and killed a number j)i Ote wwiion, 
■ad took wine pris<Hiera. 

bt Octobu-, 1785, the General Gorernment con- 
voked a ntesting of all the Lake and Ohio tribei 
to meetat the mouth o[ the GreatMtanL The lu- 
fians met the rammona wi& a noody indi&reBc* 
iuid neglect, alle^ng the continued aggranms of 
Aft Keutuclda^ as a reason ier ic&ging to cem^j 
wi& the lumnuRtt. 

The bonon of indias awaolt were oceariwi^jr 
Mt in evtxj lettiaDent^ We sdect ene nanntive 
fci detml, to eonrejr an idea of Indian hortHii^ c« 
fte one hand, a»d the nanntc in irtach it was mut 
mt ttw otiKb A £unilj Bred on Goope's nm, n 
HeariMm coan^^ craniting of a moth«'f two iftna of 
a atataR ^e, a widowed dangbter, 'with an inJut 
it her anni, two grown daughtere, and a da^htar 
of tot fwaaa. The house iras a deabbi oatm. The 
tm grown du^ten uad tfae smaller girl were in 
me iKiUon, and the remainder ef the &nui^ in ibt 
otter. At evening twil^bt, a faKwJmig was faetod 
•t &e door of fiie latter diviaon, ading in good 
jjngliih, and the cnBt<»iar]r weilem phrase, "Whe 
fceepi hooset" As the b^ went to open flie door, 
the nethw fcrbade than, affirming that the parsou 
daiiung admittantM were Indians. The young 
SKB sprang to thdr guns. The Indiant, finding 
thems^es refused admittance at that dom, made 
an effort at tiie opposite obk. l%at dow fiiej' so(» 
beat a)>en with a rail, and endearored to take &e 
three giris piivmerB. The little giH sprang away, 
and imgfat bare escaped from them in the dai^esi 
18* 
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and tiie woods. Rat &e forlera ehild, iiiidtf fte 
natural impulse of instmct, ran ibr the other door 
and cried fw hdf. The brothers nitUnt it maj be 
•apposed, would wish to go for&i and protect the 
feeble and tended waiter. Tim moUier, .tal^g • 
Woader view of expedience and dn^, fi^wde tbem. 
Th^ <oon bashed Uie cries of tbe distracted cluld 
hj &e merciless tomahawk. While a put of the 
Indians were engaged in mordering this child, and 
anofter in confiaiag one of the grown ^ris that 
they had made c^tive, the. third heroically d^Sen^ 
ed herself ■m& a kmfe, wbiich she was uring ^ A 
hM»n at the moment of attack. The iitrepidity At 
fiat forth was Hnar^ng. She killed one Indian, 
and «aa herself killed hj another. The laibtH 
meanwhUe, having ofatoined poseeBaoa of o»e batf 
the hoQie, fired it. The penons shiU .19 ib tin) 
v&er half had now no otiier altematiTe Aan to ha 
ccuunmed in ttw flauKs rapidlj spreildin; iowaadi 
them, or to go forth Elikd expose -tbamselTOs to the 
nmrderaoi tomahawks, that had almady hiid -^na 
of the familj in ibtai blood. The Indians stationed 
Utemselree in &e dark an^es of the fence, wbe««, 
hj the bri^t glare of the iames, thej coold laA 
erery thing, and yet remain tbems^res unseoii 
Here they conld make a sore maA of ^ &^ shoidd 
escape fimn within. One of the sons tot^ chwge 
of his ^ed and infirm mother, and the o&er of his 
widowed aster and her in&nt. The brotims emer- 
ged from the burning rains, sepwated, and endear- 
ored to spring OTertheifence. The mother was shot 
dead as her son was pioudy aiding her otjpt the 
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ftsce. The other brottier was killed as be wbm 
gaI)Bintl7 defending his sister. The widowed sister, 
her infant, and one of the' brothera escaped the 
massacre, and alarmed the settlement. Thirty men, 
comiiianded by Colonel Edwards, arrived next 
da; to witness the appalling spectacle presented 
wound the smoking ndns of this cabin. Con»de- 
nbk raow bad fallen, and the Indians were obliged 
to leave a trail, which easily indicated their path. 
la the evening of that day, they came upon the ex- 
■jririBg body of the yotmg woman, apparently mui*- 
dered bnt a few moments before their arrivaL The 
Indians had been premonished of their pnrsuii by 
Ihe barking of a dog that followed diem. They 
Overtook and killed two of the Indiana ftat Imd 
rtaod b^ind, apparently as l^olpntaiy victims to se- 
vore the retreat of tbe rest. 

To prevent rohnigrants from reaching the conn* 
try^ Ae Indians infetfted tiie Ohio river, and con- 
cealed fliemselves in small parties at different points 
'from Kttsburgh to Loaisville, where they laid in 
ambash and fired upon t^e boats as they passed. 
mwy frequently attempted by false signals to decoy 
file boats ashore, and in sev^^ instances succeeded 
by flteae artifices in capturing and murdering whole 
femilies, and [Pandering them of fiieir effects. They 
even armed and manned some of the boats and 
■cows tiiey had taken, and -used them as a land of 
floating battery, by means of which they killed 
and captured many persons approaching the settle- 
menls. 

The last boat whidi brought imnrugrants to the 
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coaaief down tte (^io, tfaftt was knotra to lwf« 
been attacked hj tiie Ib^kbs, was amutltad id the 
spriiig of 1791. This- circnmstaiice gjr^ it axJ*uB 
to be mentioned in tiiis phkce. It wu eonBtandad 
bj Captain Hubbel* and brou^ innnignBte b^a 
Vennont. The whole ntuober of men, irwneii, aad 
children ainoanted to twen^ penxHU. These per- 
ions had been iinewarned by tiouhu onwBitwgfls 
that they noted, &st bostite Indians were Edoi^ the 
shore wtating to attack theok Tliey cEme 19 mth 
otber boats diwending the nvw, and bewd io ^ 
same dlcectioti with th^Bse^Tes. Tbe^ eaiita/roMi 
ineffectually to pesrsuade tbe passe^gen to jc& tteMf 
that the; inight descend ia tbe strengifb of BiM>b«iB 
and BBi»n. 'Sh^j continue^ py atawe 4<wnftenw 
aloBe- Theinrtattewpto^^ lh«KWHS«gn«6H»- 
•17 Indian stratagem. A pemof^ ^Seo^g to be 
a wlute man, bailei. ^go, aad' rftqqeetod Awn to 
fie b;, ibai be nugbt eqne en beard, ^difltg ttot 
ibe boaff «sw were q^t to be aUofed to Ac sbaie 
hj tius artifice, tiie Iq^iaos pnteff tt«m Am fban 
bi three caooe^ and attadced the bo^L Xerer w«e 
a contest of tJiis »ert mnintaJBcd wttb saore dcapt- 
rate hnYcry, The IndiaBS aftenpted to boavd tte 
boat, and the wmates nede use of all anwof sM- 
DOTmce and defi^ee. Ceptaio Hubbel, akbeagh 
he had been sererely woooded in itwo pfaces, aad 
had the co«k of hqi gpi A»t off by an bdiH &», 
still ccHitinoed to diichafge bis uutilatod gu by a 
fire-brutd. After a long twd deqwrate confiicf^ ia 
which all the passeagers capable of defence bat 
&nr, ba4 b^w toqNM, Hts bdiutt paSdlsd off 
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tiwir ci«M* to atta«lE tiK boAta l«ft bdiiiMt Th^ 
irae wcof^lixl i^vwt the &nt boat thejr ai»aUe4f 
TJie boat yieliM to tb^a without oppo4ti<vu Tb^ 
tiUedJike Cof tqio and a boj, an4 t»oI[ tb« vommi 
Mi board fWMWn* Alala^ a ecceep of ttteto u^- 
fortusatil v«Bic»« kjf expou^ then t» titw fire of 
Captnw H^bel's beat^ tbey fetors^ to tbq aw^fr 
it ia90««4 «pM bin ^ p»a£4 «ltrawtiF«r extber 
to yMi to .tb» Jndiaiu, i^ tp gee ialto tbeir cbj^jch* 
at the hazard of Jdlling the woiq«ii of tb^ 9W9 
p»l3e, $»t^uttrepidC«ptain.cei)WE)Ee«^ tbatif 
tboH woineB «S(;i4»e4 tbieiF fire, it would prnbablj 
W to BiiSer a jmwe tem^ 4ea^ d^wv ^>J¥ s^Ti^e^ 
He ^«t«imBe4 tfi jke^ up bis &re, ft^ 09 ^i^fp 
barfl cMtdi40Q^ wd ^ ttw^gf^ war* li^fB off ^ 
•MOMltiiiie. iHljbs.cmfflaiof itbpoPfiftgWiW^^ 
boat) kA to ilse^ ^i floated wjitfe tH c¥fpp"rf^ WV 

■ore ««lteKteiilav«ho p0iflr«fL.B.4b0W0<; .Oif . ballA «ipiw 
the hM^ AH the iiw^ites coiUd d(^ W3« to avoi^ 
«q^9Hne««Jn4eh.a0pot8iblo, ««d eiicxc^ ^W pa- 
(JOMO tuttU tbo bOI^ riiouU flj^ p^ tjik^ jtn^JH^ 
fine. Oae of the iomatei <d tjie boi^, ais^ga b« tf 
■I0TJ7 dnded m,. a line fshwim Iw a ^lot atap br 
£ao, aliOtoii^ WHttwd B^#mt ^ C^4 QOt^jaBBt tbp 
temptotioo Af taJug bis c1wa<^ U^ rw^ hip 
bea4totakeaii%«nd7eii«it»a%8botdfta4' iWbe^ 
die boat bad drifted hojoad the re«<^ of &m in^ay 
^le^battwo of titoiiinefist>ti9g>iiW«!|i )>Ovdwui|l 
found unhurt. TVo vme killed, ani^ two uiMtfUy 
woooded. The poble courage of l^ boj on bMu4 
dfiMUTM to be recordod* Wbem the baat wasnov 
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in aplaoe ot- 8aietr,-be re^joested hi8iH«>d» toesi 
tract B ball tliat had lodged in llie rton 4^ hia fere- 
head. ' When. Uiia biUl bad been e;ttvacted^ he re- 
quested them te take eat a piece of bone that had 
been firactared in hi« elbow by anoOter afaot When 
Biked bj Us mother why he iiad aot con^ilfiib&d or 
made known fajanffeiing dorsig^ tbe ^igageraait» he 
coolljrepliedfintimaling&at there was noise eaoogh 
widioat hifl, that tbe Captun had ordered the people 
to make no noise. 

AU'attempto of tbe General GorenHnent to. par 
dfr the Indians, having proved ineifectBal, eoi ope- 
£tion was phuined gainst tiie hostile tribes ntntiw 
west itf tbe Ohio< Tbe object was to bring tha 
Indians to a general engagement; or, if (bat im^ 
not be, to ieKbtay their establii^mentB on die wa* 
ten ot&e Scioto and the WabaA. G«icffaiaai<- 
mar was appt^ted to the CMBmaad of das «xpe* 
dKon. Major Hamtra&ck, with a detadaneat^ was 
tomake a t^ersion inhis &Tor np tbe WabaA. - 

On the 13tb of September, 1791, General Bar- 
mar mardied from Fort Waddngton, &e praseat 
rite of Cindnnati, wilb ttuce faondred aod tweatf 
i^;ulaiSi and effected a junction with the miiitia of 
Pennrflvania and Kmtncky, which had advanced 
twentf-fiVe miles in front The wh<rie force amoant- 
ed to one thoosand fow hundred and fi%-three men. 
CoL Hardin, who commiraded the K^itnek; militia, 
was detached with six bundled men, cbiefljr ndlitia, 
to reconnmter. On bis approach to thelodiaa set- 
danaits,tbe Indians set fire to tbeir villages wdflad. 
In order, if possible, to overtake them, he was da 
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tftched wHti a smaller force, that conld be moved 
more rtq[ild]y. It consisted of two huadr^ and ten 
men. A small parfy of Indiaos met and atta<^ed 
them; and ihe greater part of the m^tia betaaVed 
badly,— -leaTlng afcw hrate men, who would not flyi 
to their fate. TweDty-thiee of the party fell, and se' 
ven only made flieir escape and rejoined the army. 
NotwithBtan£ng tiiis check, the army sacceeded so 
far at to i^ednce Hie rem^oing tofnu to a^ei, and 
destroy their proviBtons. 

On their retnm to Fort Washingftmi Gren. l^r- 
taar was derirous ot iri}nng off, in another action, tlia 
d^Ace frlnch pahlic opinitm had impressed upon 
kis arms. He halted agbt unlea firom C^dllicethe; 
Aid Iste at night detached Col. Hardin, with orderi 
to 'ftad ttie«Qemy, and brbig' them to an engage* 
nteiit. Bariyin'^emomingthiBdetachmentreached 
tbe enemy, uid a^erere engagement ensued. The 
■tiTaget fought wHhdeaperation;- Someof the Ameri- 
can lifoopa flhrnnlc; bnt the t^cera condncted with 
great g^antiy. Most of them tell, bravely dncharg^ 
ing 1h«r dnty. More flian fifty regulars and one 
bumbed mihtia, induding the brave officers, Fon- 
tahie, 'Willys, and Frothingham, were slain. ' ' 

Hannar, in his official account of this affittr, claims 
ed tte victoiy, although fhe Americans seem cleariy 
to hav6 bad the worst of it. At his request, he was 
" tried by a court martial, md h<morabIy acquitted. 
The eaen^ had su&red so severftTy, that they 
allowed liim to return oumolested to] Fort Wash- 



Tbe tenon and the annpyaoce of Indian hostili- 
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liea itiU-baQg OT«r the western MAleniaiUs. Tlw 
call was loud and gokecal £rom Hie .frootieni, lo^ 
ample and effici«it protectioB. G«pgre8B place<^ 
the meaiu ia .th« haad> «f Um executive . . AJajcn 
General Ar^iar St Clair was .appwited cominw 
der-in- chief »f tbe fiwcea to he ^Bp]9]>«4 in tbv 
m e tlito tod expeditjoB. Tbe of^ecto ^ it vere* to 
deatrajr tbeladiim f^ttlements betwe^ tbe Miaia* 
ki; ta expel thfsn.fi-Mithe coooi^; .and e^tablijib 
a chain of posti which Hhould. prevaot ibeir zetura 
during the war. This annj wai late i« a^lCTth^mg 
in the ricini^ of F<^ Wstaiai^boa. Tbe^ iw«cM 
direct^ towards the chief est%btnhBMat»«f tlueR 
eoiy, hnjHjQgKvdgania^Higia&ieirwaj.tin tw« 
kter»e£«te bt^ Huntton and Jtfien**. AAw 
fbft d«ta«luneiit» bad been made Sor. tlwae \-gKnr 
MHU, the efiecti¥e Awce tliat reasaiqed; ansffiteid to 
Kwoething ieu than two tW" '»p iv 1 swat- ' To «§*a. ft 
road ibc Oleic inarcht was a alow -w^d tediwM hwfc> 
nesh SinaUpartie«ofIwlw«B wereoflanaeeabev^ 
ering ahoot th«ic march; sad 8om« aiunajpoiiaat 
■kumishea took place. Aa the anpj ^pffoached 
the taen^H countr;, nxtf of &e oijUtia deaerted ia 
a body. To pi«T«nt tbe inflacacB of aach, an ex 
&idpk, Mafor; HamtraocU was detaf^ed wjOt a 
regintent in pwanit ct ibc dewrters. Tbe anof 
now conoBtiiig of one thousand Soar faaacbed ist* 
continued its uacch. On tbe thii^ of November 
1793, it encaa^ed fifteen milu sof^ o£ tike ACavv 
villages, ifaring beea r^yoined- by Afa^ £bM 
tranck, General St Clair propcsed to march.HBi«i 
diately agaijut OMtQ, 
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liafi'Mbodr beft»« Mttirite, tin aAttia was ftt>- 
tnchsd by tlie saroges, aoi fled in the dtniott eonfii^ 
Aoa. They Inust timoagh the ibnned line of thi 
cegiJan into the cm^. Great effntt. vwe aitiA« 
Vy tiie offiaera to reatore order; but ifot ^th the 
desired Mccesk Tbe IntliBfts presKd upon iitt 
faceb «f the fi^iag K^Itia, md eegajred Genwal 
Bod^ «i& ^eat iirti^pidi^. The tbotkm bcesrae 
wans BOd g«nerd; aad 1^ fire of Ae asuflSBH^ 
f aHios ro&ni b«di flanlb «f the &rst Ut», ia a few 
i^imte» Was pettped wiffi equal iiiry- apok ttte l^ik 
The lir^eriata «a the cmtre w«a« mowed dcfwtt, 
And ttie fire wA Ae more ^Hdj, as h wm d&ected 
^aBiBTiafble sneni;, cre<vchiBgon4ii«-|gfrDund,<ar 
eonceidcd beUnd trees. In tUs nmnner &ey a*^ 
vanceil towards the veiy mou^ «f the cttBtAia; 6ii4 
Caught whh .Ite ia&riated fiercenew ■niih which 
■access always aKiimUeB Bars^es. ^satb ^ the sol- 
diers eKhlbited fflUilary fearieamassi Mit Ibugfat 
with gnat iaxviry. OtheA Were tiftdd and impo- 
sed to %-. With K aelAdeWttton whkh the ecc»- 
•ion Feqoi^, the 'dl&ders geaersAy 6X|i«iscd theW- 
selves to tiie bottest of the c<»«teBti and fdl ih 
gnat BUinbers, in desperttte efierte' to nstoVe the 
batfle. 

The comina&^ng g^Mral, tfcosgh ho bad bees 
for Bome time enfeebled vdth severe ifisesK, aefed 
trith personal bravery, and delivered- his orden 
with judgnieat and self-poisession. A chai^was 
Uiadc opon the eavagea with the bayonet; and they 
were driven from their eoVoft with some loss, a 
distance «f fodr hundred yard^ ' But as soon aa the 
■18 . 
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chaiga wat-iBip«aded, Ifaq' (etumed to t^ sttaek. 
General Butler was morttdlj wennded; tiie left of 
the right wing broken, and the artilleiiBtB kified 
almost to a man. The guns were seized and the 
camp peD^r^ed by the eoemj. A desp^«te 
charge was headed by Colonel Butler, althon^ ho 
was sevetely wounded, and tlie Indians were agais 
driTen froax tha camp, and the artUleiy iwcorered. 
Several charges were repeated with puiial success 
The eoemf only retreated, to return to the eharge, 
flushed wiUi new ardor. The ranks of the tnx^ 
were brokot, and Ac men pressed toge&w in 
crowds, and were ahot down without reaiatence. A 
retreat was all that rraoained, to save the re^aat 
(^ the anny. Colonel Darke was ordoed to chu^ 
a body of savages that intercepted ' their retreaL 
M^w Qark, with his battalioB, was directed to 
corer the rear. These orders were carried intc 
eSect, and a most disorderly retreat commenced. 
A porsuit was kept up four n^es, when, fortunately 
for &6 surriving Americans, the natural greediness 
of the sarage appetite for launder, cafled back tin 
vicfamous Indians to the camp, to divide the ^m»1s. 
Hie routed troops continued tiiar fli^t to fort Jet 
ferson, throwing away their arms on ^e road. The 
wounded were left here, a^d the army retired upon 
fort Washington. 

In this fatal battle, fell thir^-ei^t commissioned 
officers, and fire hundred and ninety-three non-ccm- 
missioned oncers and privates. Tn»ity-oae coat- 
nisnmed officers, many of whom afterwwds diod of 
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tihair wooRcb, and tiro Insdied aoiia^-tno n^ 
emmnisttOBed officers and private! wctA wounded. 

The Bavage force, in tiuB fatal engagemeat, yna 
led hj a MisaiaBago chiel^ who bad been trained to 
war ander flie Bridsh, dHring the reTOluti<Hk So 
Mperior was hia knoii^edge of tactics, that die li^ 
dian chie&, though extremely .jfalqus of him, yielded 
file entire command to him; and be arranged and 
feu^t the battle wi& great combination of HuUtarjr 
dull. Tbw force amoonted to four thousand; ai^ 
they stated the Americans lulled, at six bondred and 
twenty, tmd their own at uxty-fivei but it was on- 
douhtedlj much greats. They took seren pieces of 
cannon and two hundred osen^ and many horses. 
'Ehe chief; at the close of t^e batUe, bade the In- 
^UwtB, Ibrbear the pursuit of the Americana, as be 
■aid they bad killed enough. 

General Scott, with, o)^ thousand moonted volon. 
teen from Kentucky, soon after nraxdted against a 
part^ of tbe Tictorsi at St. Clfdr's fatal field. He 
fiMind the Indians rioting iu their plunder, riding the 
oxen in the glee of triumph, and acting as if tiw 
vhole body was intoxicated. General Scott imme* 
diately attacked them. The contest was ^ort but 
dedfiire. The Indians bad two hundred lolled on 
Ibe spot. The cannon and military stores remaii^ 
ing, were retaken, and the savages completely rout 
ed. The loss of the Kentackians was inconuderable. 

The reputaticn of tiie gOTemment was now com- 
mitted in the fortunes Of the war. Three additional 
regimeniB were directed to be raised* On the mo- 
tion in congress for raising these regiments, there 



WW oB fttdomSed, and «rMi a blttor (tebat«. It wM 
urged OR obe hand, thert tite expense of Mch a force 
wtrali tevelre tiie necessity of seven taxtttion ; ibat 
too nsch power *ma thrown into the hands of tha 
|ireddeitt; that the -vta had bees badly manage^ 
Bad ovght to have been entmsted to the ndlkia of 
Ste welst, tinder tb^.-ewn t^ers} and vMi more 
tofte they 8i^ed ibat no socceas could be of any 
arail, so leng as fte BritiA held those posts wiUifak 
CMF s<^D«nrkdged hirnts, fnwn wldch the saTS^ct 
were sapped with pretecticra, Writer, annsy advice^ 
Mid instigafion to the wkt. 

Od Ae ettter hand, tite justice of tbe ctwwe, as a 
war ttf ddtSBce, and not of coBqaest, was tinqae*- 
tkmable. ^ h w» proved, that betweai I78S and 
1790, no lesstiiEoi cme fitoasand five hoadnd peo- 
ple <^ K^itucky had been nassaered by tfie sanr^ 
ges, or dragged into a horrid captivity ; and that the 
frontien of PennsylTania and Tirg^i^ had saffiiPed 
a hw not nmcfa leis. It was pretcd that every eF 
fi>rt had been made to padfy the savages witfceat 
eftct. TTicy showed that in r790, when a tpeitty 
was proposed to the savages at the BCian^ Ae^ ^at 
refused to treat, and' thm asked thir^ days far defi- 
beration. It was granted. In flie inteiun, th^ 
stated that not liess than one hundred and twen^ 
persons had been IdUed and captured, and sevoral 
prisoners roasted afive; at fiie term' of which her 
rors, they refused any answer at afl to the proposi 
(ion to treat. Various other remarks Were made in 
defence of the bJH. It tried Qte strength of partiet 
in coBgiesi, utd was finaJly canied. 
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Sreneral St. Clair resigned, snd Major Gemml 
An&ony Wajne was ^pointed to succeed hisw 
This officer commanded &e con&dence of the we^ 
tern people, who ccHifided in &nt teckleaa biavei^t 
which had long before procured him die appeUatie* 
of ''Mad AnthoDj." There was a pow«rfiil putf 
who still affected to consider this war unnecessary, 
and eveiy impediment was placed in the way o[ Um 
success, which that partj cosld dense. To prove to 
(hem thatthe goYerBmeot wasatiQ disposed to peace« 
two exc^lent offieen sad Taduahle men. Col. Hai> 
din, and Major Truman, were .eer^ally despatched 
with propositirais of peace. They wer^ both muf 
dered by the aavages. Th^e unsucc^sfii) attempti 
at DegotiatiOB, and the difficulties and delays natu- 
rally incident to fte prepEu^ation of such a force, t^ 
gether with the attempts that had been made in con- 
gress, to render the wu: -unpc^iQlsu-, had worn away 
so much time ^t die aeas^ fer operatioiia for ttiA 
year had almost elapsed. Bat as soon as the nego- 
tiations had wtiolly iailed, the campaign waa opened 
with as much vigor as the nature of the case would 
admit. The general was able, hewerer, to do no 
more &is auturaD, than to advance into tlie fiwest 
towards Ae conatry of the sarages, rix imlea in ad- 
vance of fort Jefferson. He took ponenion of the 
ground on which the £ital defeat of St Cladr had 
taken place, in t793J He hero erected a fwtifica- 
tion, with the approfwiate name of Fovt Recorery. 
His principal camp was called Greenrille. 

In Kentucky, meanwhile, many at ttie people 
clamored agaioat &e«e meamres, and loudly insist- 
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ed ttat tbe war ought te be carried or. dj H^ljtta, 
to be commanded bj xa officer taken from their 
state. It was believed, too, bj the execi^ve, tiiat 
the bitiBh gorerDinefit, by retaiaiDg their poflt) 
within oar lindts, and by variouB other measures, at 
least GOviBtenaBced the Indians in tiiea bostilitiei. 
That goTernnient took a mon decisiTe measiite 
early in the spring. A Briti^ detachment frain 
Detroit, advanced near fi%: ndles south of that 
place, and fortified tiiemselves on the Miami of the 
lakes. In one of die numereiu ddnnishes which 
tAok Tfittce betweeO'Uie savages and the advance of 
General Wayne, it was affinned, that the British 
W^re BiiDgled with- die Indians. 

On the 8th (^August, 1794, General Wayne 
reached the confluence of the Au Glaize, and the 
Hianu of the lakes. The richest and most esten* 
Rve lettlemeats of Ifae western Indians were at tins 
place. It was distant only about tiurty imles from 
the post on the Miami, which theBritish had re* 
cently occvpied. The wh(4e strength of the ene- 
my, ejnoonting to nearly two thousand /warriort^ 
was collected in the vicinity of that post. The 
regulars of General Wayne were not much inferior 
in numbert. A reiofiMveraent of one thousand one 
hundred moimted Kentucky jniliti&, comiaatided by 
General Scott, gave a decided superiori^ to the 
American force. The general was well aware that 
the enemy were ready to give hun battie, wd he 
ardently desired it But in pursuance of the set- 
tled policy of the United States, another effort was 
made for the attainment of peace, without the shed- 
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(ling of bloodb' The Bavages were exhorted by 
thoee who were sent to them, no longer to follow 
the cottBsels of the had men at the foot of the Ra- 
pids, who urged them on to &e war, hut had ne- 
ther the power ncff the inclination to protect them; 
that to Hsteii to ^e proporitions of the gorenunent 
of the United States, woald restore them to their 
homes, and rescue them fi^m famine. To theBe 
pFopositionB Ihey retomed only an evadre answer. 

On Ae SOdi of August, the army of Genera] 
Wajne marched in columns. A select battalion, 
ander Mf^or Price, moved hi a reconnoitering force 
in front After marching five miles, be received so 
heavy a fire from the sarages, conceded aa nsnd, 
that he was compelled to retreat. The savages 
had chosen their ground with great judgment 
They had moved into a thick wood, in advance of 
the British works, and had taken a poidtioD bdiind 
fallen timber, proatrated by a tornado. This ren- 
dered their position almost inaccessible to horse* 
They were formed in three regular lines, according 
to Indian custom, very much extended in front, 
rnidr first effort was to turn the left flank of fhi; 
American army. 

The American legioa was ordered to advance 
with tnuled arms, and rouse Uie enemy from hit 
covert at the point of the bayonet, and dien deliv- 
er iti fire. The cavafiy, led by Captain Campbdl, 
was ordered to advance between the Indians and 
the rivet, where tiie wood permitted them to pene- 
bate, and charge their left flank. General Scott, 
■t the head of Ihe mounted volunteers, was com- 
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meadid^ to iMkv a ceoucterBble cireuit ani turn 
tfaeo' n^C Tbeae, and i^l tW complkated «den 
•f Gei:^eT4) Wajoe, wwb pcompUj executed. But 
tush was &e io^tao^ «f the charge made bj 
the 6nt lice pf iB&strj, «« entireljt wa» the eneray 
k^WQ hj itf ea4 ■O'. r^td was Ae yorsvitr that 
(ol/ 9 smaii part ^ the wcoad .Hoe, and of the 
nouBted voluDteen coaH talce any pa^t to the ae- 
tiOD. . In t)te (MHirae t^ ^ h^wr, ^ favagea wem 
diiyeo «MVe t^an tvQ qd^Sr 4Dd wi^nn gWKhet of ' 
tbeeiitfriiiiat. 

General Wafm naaassA ^ree jays «d ^ field 
of battle, leducing tbe bouses aod leorB'field^ abovf 
aod belpw the fort, and sMoe ef them within piatol 
^ot of it| t^ ashes. The hmses aod stwes of Cidb 
ItFKee, an Eoglidt trader, whose great iafluence 
•moDg tMe sarage* had b^en muforari; e^erfed for 
the contiaeance of the wwy y*W Imud^ aaxHig the 
rest- CorrespmideBce xipaa tbeae points took plac^ 
betveei^ G»iii;ral Wajue and Afajor Caco^beB, who 
cODHDiuided the Bri^^ fsrt That of Qener^ 
Wayne v«i sofScientlj &^; aad U m^iiiested that 
thf latter only avoided hoetiUticB wUh lui% bjr a«>- 
quiescing ki the destruction of piHi^ pr^eriy 
mtbin tit? range if[ his gufts. : 

On t^e 3Sth the armj letiuaed to Aa Gtaixe) de- 
stroying all the viBa^B and com withia fifty milea 
*f the rii^r. In this dednve Rattle, ^c Anericaa 
loss, tn luBed and wounded, aqaounted to wa hun- 
dred and seven, inchi£iig officers. Among thos^ 
that fell, we^D CaptuQ Campbell ftpd lieutenant 
Towles. The general bestowed grf^t {^id merited 



praiae, for their bravery and prranptitude in tfaia 
tiSaiif to all his troops. 

The hostility of the Indians still continuing, the 
whole country was laid waste ; and forts were erect- 
fid in the heart of tbeic aettlemcots, to preveat theix 
fetam. This seasonable victory, »aA this detei- 
mined conduct on Hie part of the United States, 
rescued theni from a general ^ar with all the nar- 
tions north-west of the Ohio. The Six Nationa 
had manifested resentments, which were only ap- 
peased for the moment, by the suspensiffii of a 
settlement, which PennsylTania was loakiQg at 
Presqu' lale, within their alleged limito. The issue 
of this battle dissipated the clouds at once which 
had been thickeniDg in tha-t quarter. Its influence 
Was undouhtedly felt far to the south. The Indian 
inhabitants of Geoi^a, and still &rther to the south 
had been apparently on the verge of a war, and had 
been hardly restrained from hostility by the feeble 
authority of that state. 

No incidents of great importance occurred in 
this quarter, until August 3d, of the neit year 
when a definitive treaty was coticluded by General 
Wayne, witii the hostile Indians north-west of the 
Ohio. By this treaty,' the destructive war which 
had so long desolated that frontier, was ended in a 
■lanner acceptable to the United States. An a<^ 
GOmmodation was also brought about with the south- 
cm Indians, notwithstanding the inbigues of tbcir 
Spanish neighboFS. T%e regions of tbe Missis^ppt 
valley were opened on all sides to immigration, aod 
rescued from the dread <^ Indias hMtilitiet. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ReJokingaoD account of dw pence — BoMie indolgei Ui pi tp inUf W 
hundiiig — Ktnnic^ iocrauei In poptduioo — Sana accouot of tto 
condictinc Jaod lidn — PiapesB of civil itnpiovemcnt detuojiog tarn 
tanga of the hualcr — LiligalioD or laud titles — Boone loici hit laiid»-« 
Remove! finiii Kentucky to Iha Kanawha — Leaves tlie Kanawha ao4 
goat tn Miuouii, wbeie he i* appointed CammandaiM. 

Thb peace which followed the defeat of the north* 
em tribeg of lodiana bj General WaTiie, waa most 
grateful to the harassed settlers of the west. The 
news of it was recraved eveiy where with the mott 
livelj joy. Eveiy one had cuise of gratulation* 
The hardy warriors, whose esptoits we have recount- 
ed, felt tiiut they were relieved Cront the immensa 
respoodbilidea which rested upon ihem as the guar^ 
dians and protect(Hs of the infant settlements. The 
new settlers could now clear their wild lands, and 
cultivate their rich fields in peace — witbotit fearing 
the ambudi and the rifles of asecret foe; and the ten- 
ants of the scattered cabins could now sleep in 
safety, and without the dread of being wakened by 
the midni^t war-whoop of the sarage. Those who 
had been pent up in forts and stations joyfully sal- 
lied forth, ^d setded wherever the smI and local 
advantages appeared the most inviting. 

Colonel Boone, in particuliu-, felt that a firm and 
resolute perseverance had finally triumphed over er- 
ery obstacle. That the rich ttnd boundless valleys 
of the great west— the garden of the earth — and 
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the para<]ise of hunters, had been won fn>m the do- 
oiinioD of the savage tribes, and opened as an asy- 
lum for ttie oppressed, the enterprising, and the free 
of every land. _i He had travelled in every direction 
through this great valley. He had descended Iroid 
the Alleghanies into the fertile regions of Tenne»- 
se.c, and traced the courses of the Cumberland and 
Tennessee rivers. He had wandered with delight 
through the blooming forests of Kentucky. He had 
been carried prisoner by the Indians through the 
wilderness which is now the state of Ohio to the great 
lakes of the north; he had traced the head waters of 
the Kentucky, the Wabash, the Miamics, the Scio- 
to, a'^d other great rivers of the west, and had fol- 
lowed their meanderings to ^eir entrance into the 
Ohio; he had stood upon the shores of this beautiful 
river, and gazed with-admiration, as he pursued its 
winding and placid course through endless forests to _ 
mingle with the Mississippi ; /he had caught some 
glimmerings, of the future, and saw with the prophe- 
tic eye of a patriot, that this great valley must soon 
become the abode of millions of freemen; and his 
heart swelled with joy, and warmed with a trans- 
port which was natural to a mind so unsophisticated 
and di^nterested as his. 

Boone rejoiced in a peace which put an end to his 
perils and anxieties, and which now gave him full 
leisure and scope to follow his darling pursuit of 
hunting. He had first been led to tHa country by 
that spirit of. the hunter, which in him amounted 
almost to a passion. This propensity may he said to 
be Datura] tr man. Gven in cities and populous 
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placei ne find men to fond of this paatime th^ tbej 
ransack l^e cultiTated fi«14a &nd enclosure! of th^ 
iaimer, for the purpose of kjUing the little birds ^iid 
bquirrela, which, from their insignificancet have ven- 
tured to take up their abode wiUi civilized man. 
What, then, must have been the feelings of Booite, 
to find himself in the grand theatre of the hunter- 
filled iriOi bufialoeo, deer, bears, wild turkeys, and 
other noble game? 

The free exercise of this darling poeBJon had bees 
checked and restrained, ever since Um first settle^ 
ment of the country, by the continued wsltb and hos- 
tile incursions of the Indians. The path of the hun- 
ter had been ambushed by the wily savage, i nd he 
seldom ventured beyond the purlieus of hia cahioi 
oi the station where he resided. |T[e was now £ree 
to roam in safe^ through (he pathless wilderness — 
to camp out in security whenever be was overtakes 
by night; and to pursue the game wherever it was 
to be found in the greatest abundance. 

Civilization bad not yet driven tiie primitive ten- 
ants of the forest from their favorite retreats* Most 
of the country was still in a state of nature — unset- 
tled and unappropriated. Few fences or inclosurei 
impeded the f^e range of the hunter^ and netj few 
buts and' bauods warned him of his being about to 
trespass upon the private proper^ of some nei^bor. 
Herds of bufi&Joes and de« still fed upon the rich 
cane-brake and rank vegotatiiHi of the boundleai 
woods, and resorted to the numerous Licks for salt 
and drink. 

Boone now improved this golden opportuni^ of 



urB OF DAims. mom. VSsi 

ndal^ng in l^ favorite panuit. He loved te mtn^ 
ier alone, with lua unerring rifle npon fais shouMer,^ 
ttirougb die labyrinths of the tangled forests, and 
to roose ttie wild beast frtmi his secret iait. There 
was to him a charm in &ese primeval sc^tudes, 
which suited Us pecuti^ temperameot, and he fre-, 
qaestly absented himstilf on these lonely expedi-^ 
Sons fordays together. He never was known to re- 
turn wiftottt being loaded With despoils of Qie chase. 
Tlie cbolcevt viands and titlnts of att the forest^fed 
aninds were constantly to be found upon bis table. 
Not dwt Boone was an epicure; &r from it. He 
would have been satisfied with a soldier's fare. In 
common with other pioneers of his time, he knew 
what it Was to live upon roots and herbs for days 
together. He bad suS^rcd hunger and want in all 
(ts forms without a murmur or compl^nt. But when 
peace allowed him to follow his profession of a hun- 
ter, and to eierciae that tact and superiority which 
so mnch diitiugaished him, he selected from the 
abutidance and profusion of the game which fell 
victims to his skill, such parts as were most es- 
.tremed. His fnends and neighbors were also, at 
all times, made welcome to a rfiare of whatever he 
killed. And he continued to live in tins primitive 
Mmplicity — enjoying the himry of hunting, and of 
roving iii the woods, and indulging bis generous and 
disinterested disposition towards his neighbors, for 
several years after the peace. 

In the meantime, while Boone had been thus 
courting solitude, and absorbed by the engrossing 
excitement of hunting, the restless spirit of immi* 



gratioa, and of g_yiL an^ i^jaical iis^ve»e&t, had 
net been idle. After the peace the tide of popula- 
~ 6m poured into the country in a coatiaual etream, 
and the busy spirit of civilizatiOD was evtrj. vhem 
making inroads into liie andent forest waA en> 
croachiDg upon the dominiooB of the hunter. 

In order, however, that the reader maj man 
readily comprehend the causes which operated at 
grievances to Boone, and fiualTj led him to aban- 
don Kentucky, and seek a home in regions more 
congenial, it wili be neceesary to allude to the pro- 
gress made in population, and the civil poUfy, aad 
incidents attending the settlement of the countiy. 

The state of Kentucky was not ^irveyed by the 
government and laid ofi'into sections and townships 
as has been &e case with all the lands north of th* 
Ohio. But the government of Virginia bad issoed 
land warrants, or certificates, entitling the bolder ta 
locate wherever he might choose, the number ol 
acres named, in the warrant. They ajso gave U 
actual settlers cert^n pr^^n^tion rights to suet- 
lands as they might occupy and improve by builfing 
a cabin, raising a crop, &c. The holders of thesis 
warrants, after selecting the land which they intei^ 
ded to cover with their titles, were required to enter 
asurvey and description of the tracts delected, in the 
Land office, which had been opened feu* the purpose, 
to be recorded there, for the information' of others, 
and to prevent subsequent holders of warrants lr(mi 
locating the same lands. Yet notwithstanding these 
preaaulioQS, such was the careless manner in which 
those surveys were made, that many illiterate per- 
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m»y ignoFant of &e ionaa of law, and the necesut; 
of |irecision in the specification and deficriptions of 
Qm tracts on which they had laid their warrants, 
madoBoch loose and vague entries in the land office. 
m to afford no accui'ate informatioD to subsequent 
locators, who frequeaUy laid their warrants on the 
same tracts. It ttius haj^ened that the whole or a 
part of ahnost every tract was covered with differ- 
ent and c(»ifiic&ig titles — fonrang what have been 
^ptly called ^shingle tides*— overlaying and lapping 
upon each other, as shingles do upon the roof of a 
building. In this way twice the ensting acres of . 
land were sold, and the door <^Ded for endless cof^ 
troversy about boundaries and titles. The following 
copy of aa eatry may serve as a specimen of thff 
vagueness of the lines, buts, and bounds of their 
cIsimB, and aa accounting for the flood of litigatioa 
that ensued. 

"George Smith enters nine hundred acres of land 
on a treasury warrant, lying on the north side of 
Kentucky river, a mile below a creek; beginning 
•boat twenty poles below a lick; and nmning down 
the river westwardly, and northwestwardly for 
quantity." 

It will easily be seen that a description, so gene- 
ral and indefinite in its terms, could serve as do 
guide to others who might wish to avoid entering 
the same lands.- This defect in providing fcr the 
certainty and safety of land titles, proved a sore evil 
to the state of Kentucky. As these lands increased 
in value and Importance, controverues arose as to 
the owncrdiip of almost every tract; and innumer^ 
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Ue ititSt grest tMfe and excit«iBent, pf^ridled tn 
Kverj neigliborfiDod, and cOnlinutid until vithin it 
fete period) to tigitate the whole body of socie^. 
The iegisl&tnre of &e state, by acts of llriiitatfon mid 
jndicioas icgisl»tion upon the subject, hare finally 
quieted the tiSes of the actual oecnpaiitat 
""AinODg others who made these loose and nafortii 
nate entries, was Daniel Boone. Unaccmtomed ti 
the forms of law and technical precisiOii, fae ws^ gtd 
ded by his own views flf what was proper and reqni 
site, and made such brief and getieral eatriet, fLs 
- were afterWHKie held not sufficient to ideafify the 
Ian4. He had d^corered and explored the country 
when it was all one vast wildemess— nnoteupied!, 
nnd nnclaimed. He and a feW other hardy pioneers^ 
by almost iucr^dibie hardships, danger^ and sscH- 
fices, b«d won it from ^ savage foe; ^d judging 
from bis own ungle and generous mind, be d!d not 
BDppose that question would erer be made of his 
rig^ to occnpy such favorite portions as he rtBght 
select and pay Ion Re did not tMnk it posdMe that 
any aoK, knowing these circumstances, could be 
fouad BO greedy or so heartless, aa to grudge himtiie 
quiet and uomolested enjoyment of what he had so 
dearly emucd. But in this he was sadly mistaken. 
A set of speculators and interlopers, who, following 
in the train of civilization aud wealth, came to enrich 
thcmrelves by monopoliring the rich lands which 
had thus been won for them, and by the aid of legal 
advisers, following all the nice reqnrritions of &e law, 
pounced, among others, upon the lands of our old 
^ouecr He was not at first disturbed by these 
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i^eculali&g hariaeB; and game beuig plenty, be gare 
faimBeir little uaeaaineaa about the claims and titles 
to particular Epete, so loag as be bad socfa vast h<mt> 
tng groimdii to ^o^n in — wbkh, bowerer, he bad 
tiie sorrow to Bee daily encroached apon by the new 
•ettlemeBt§ o£ the fammgranta. 
„. j But the inroads made by tbe freqjient settlement) 
fa) his accnstomed hunting range, were not tbe tatlj 
anDoyEinces which disturbed tite simple halnts and 
patriarchal vieira of Boone. CiviBzatKm brought 
along with it all the f<»ins oflaw, and tiie ctunplica- 
ted cffganization of society and civii gOTerofnent,tite 
progress of which had kept pace wi& the increasing 
population. 

As early as 1783^ tiie territory of Kentucky had 
been laid off into three connties, and whs that year, 
by law, fwmed uito one District, deneminated tba 
District of Kentucky. Regalaj coarls of jastics 
were organized — lag court-houses and log jaib 
were »ected — judges, lawyers, ^lerifii, and juries 
were engaged in the adrnmstration of justice — 
noney began to circnlate — catde and flocks multi- 
l^ied — reading and writing schoob were commen- 
ced — more wealthy immigrants began to flock to 
Ae country, bringing with them cabinet furniture, 
and many of the lOztiries of more civilized life^— 
and merchandiee began to be wagoned fr<Mn Phila- 
delphia across the mountains to fort Pitt, now Htt^ 
burgh, from whence it was conveyed in flat boats 
to Maysville and Looisrille. 

In 17S5 a coovcDtion was convoked at T)anville, 
nho adopted a memorial, addressed to the Lcgisla 
20» 
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tare of Virginia, and another to tfee peepk of Ken- 
tucky — Buggesting the proimety, and reasona for 
erecting the new country into an independent ^ate< 
[n the discussion of tfab question parties arose, and 
that warmth and excitement were eticited, which 
are inseparable from the free aad unrestrfuoed di^ 
cnsaian of public measures. 

In 1786 the legisUtore of Virginia enacted the . 
preliminary provisions for the separation of Keo- 
tucky, as an independent state, provided that Ckm- 
gresB should admit it into the Union. About thia 
time another source of party discord was opened in 
agitating debates touching the claims of Kentucky 
and the West to the navigation of the Misnsdppi. 
The inhabitants were informed by makoBtente in 
Western Pennsylvania, that the American Secrfr 
tary of Stet« was meting propoations to the Spaa- 
^ minister, to cede to Spain the exclusive right of 
navigation of the Mississippi for tweDty-£ve yean. 
Tins information as might be supposed, created a 
great sensation. It had been felt from tiw beg»> 
niog of the western settlements, that tiie tight t» 
tine free navigatitm of the Misassippi was of vitd 
importance to tiie whole western conntry, and Hut 
least relinquishment of this rigfafr—even toe the 
smallest space of time, would be of dangerous pre- 
cedent and tendency. ^ Circulars were addressed 
by the principal settlers to m^n of influence in tb« 
nation. But before any decisive measures couU 
be titken, Vii^nia interfered, ^)J instructing hei 
representatives in Congress to make strong represen 
tations against tiie rainous policy of the measure. 



In 1787 commeDoed tbe fint t^tenitioDS of diat 
mightr eiigine, the preaSf in the western countiy. 
Notbiag could haT« been wider from the antic^ar- 
tioas, periiapi from the wishes of Boone, than this 
progress of things. But in the order of events, the 
traneltien of unlettered backwoods emignuits to a 
pe»ple with a police, and all the engines of ciriliza- 
tion was uncraomtnlj rapid. There was so other 
paper widiin five hundred sales of the on« now .e»- 
tafoB^wd b; Mr. Bradftrd, at Lnington. The po> 
Irtical heart-bDrmngs aod slander that bad hitherto 
been trananiitted through (»ral channels, were duv 
concentrated for drculation in this gazette. 

In April, 1793, Keotoclg' waa adipitted into the 
UauHi as an i^ependttii. state; improTements were ^ 
rteadtly and rapidly [ffogressing, and notwitI)al;9Bd- 
ing the faoatility of the Indiafts, the population of 
the state wa» regularly increaiiiig until the peace 
which followed the virtoty of Gen. Wayn«^ Ailer 
which, as has been observed, the tide of emigration 
poured into the connby with unexampled rapidity. 
Litigation is regard to land titles now began to 
iaovase, and continued until it was carried to a 
dktressiBg hei^t Col. Boone had begun to turn 
liis attention to the cultivation of tiie choice tracts 
be had entered; and be looked ibrwud with the 
consoling tbonght that he had enough to provide 
for a laige luid rising family, by securing to each 
of his children, as they became of age, a fine plan- 
tation. But in the vortex of Udgatioc which ensued, 
he was not permitted to eee^e. The speculators 
who had ^trcad thai)* gresdy claims over the 
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lands which hoA b«eB previomlf loccted and pud 
for hy Boone, relying apmi tais imperfect eoMes, 
and some legsl flaws in hii titles, bnmght tiieir 
ejectments against him, and drkj^d him into a 
court of lair. He empl^f«d counsel, uid from 
tenn to t^m, Vras compellod to dance attendance 
, 8t court. Here ike tAd hiint<r listened to the qoib' 
ble>-~flie subttetieB, and to bim, inexplicable jax^ 
gon of the lawyeis. His nuts vers finally deoded 
Against him, and be was cast out of flic poisensjoa 
of all, or nearty all Ute iands which he hod looked 
upon as bcang indubitably his own. The iad^;n» 
tion of tlie did pimeer caa well be tmogfaied, ae he 
saw himsdf thus siript, by tile ^bblee and intricar 
eiefl of flie law, of all thb rewudl of faia a^OBy«a, 
Tabors, 8ufferiag9,aDd dangers in the fitst sttUeneat 
of Kentucky. Be became mere tliaa»««erf disgnatK 
ed with tBe grasping tmd aimicloiM spint--4b« 
bearliew intercourse and technical foias of irtiot ■ 
caHed cirflized society. 

But haring expended his iflfgnatSon io a tnw- 
dent paroxysm, be soon settled back to his costom- 
oiy mental complacency and selPpoBseoioD; and as 
be bad no longer any pledge of comequoice r»- 
mainii^ to him in the soil of Kentucky-^^d as it 
was, moreover, becoodng on alt sides subject to tbe 
empire of the cultivator's axe aaA plough, be n>- 
solved to l/iaTe the country. He had witnasied 
with regret &e dispersion of tbe baad of pitmeen, 
with whom he had hunted and fought, side by side, 
and like a bond of brofliers, dwred every bardslup 



«Dd errety dUiger; and be iigb«d for mw fl«lds <if 
adveotare, aad the eXdtenMirt of a imatet's life. 

InflaeDced hf these feelifigs^ ha remcrred fnw» 
Kentucky to the great Kantdtwai wbefe be settled 
aexF Point Pleasant He had bfen fafonned tttat 
bH&Kloes and deer were atiU to he finad ui ahum 
dttnce otttbeOBBetded hottOnn of Ws tirer, and Aat 
it was a fine cotia^ for ttmpfi:k^ Haw be contin- 
Bed to reiide nereni yticn. But be wal diBap> 
printed in his expeclafiom of finding gane. -Tht 
ricinity Of the settiefn^dt dwre and below tibis ait> 
•etded regieo, had drirea t^ huffidoM fioiadM 
tonotlyt and though there ware ^entf «f d«er, yet 
he derived bat Ktls soeeew Ao&a Hk tr^uig. Btt 
fittaJlj cmBHenced KtifiDg ttoi^ and begao to twA 
his att«itie* to ^tiealttire. 

While thus e^aged, he net with aama p«ntnl 
who had retnmed from a tonr np the BDssoui, who 
described te Urn fte fitte oomttry boideaib^ apM 
that river.- The vast praJilM-^iba hards athoS^ 
foes — the gri^y beBft--4h»hcttv«rs and etton; ai^ 
above all, the ant^^Bt a&d aaeXplDtod foreita of that 
unknown regitHi, fired bis imagieatiaB, and prodnccd 
at once a resrive lo remove tbepe. 

AecordtDgly, gatheriog up raeh sMfol artielef tif 
bttg^ge as WC9-e of Sght earri<^ among wlach hit 
b-usty rifle was net fivgottea^ be started with hia 
fioniiy, drinng his wh<rfe stock of cattle along wiA 
him, on a j^l gnmag e td this dCw land of pronuse. 
He passed thnrngb C^dsnati on his way tUUier in 
1799. Being enquired ^ a« to what bad mdvttad 
him to leave all the comforts of home, and so rich 
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nd flonrii^if a cattatiy as liii d^ KeBtvicfcy« 
which be had discovered, and night ^kaost call ]:ds 
•wDf for the irilds of Missoant "Too Hiucb crowd 
ed," replied he — "too crowded — I want nore elbow 
room " fie preceodcd alxHit ((nty'&re imles above 
St. Louis, and settled Ib what is naw St. Charles 
MOii^. Tins c«oi^ being sM ia the poseesuoa 
^tbe I^Bcb and ^anid^r the ancieiit laws b; 
which diese tenitsriea were governed were still ia 
fwce Uten. Natiu&g coald be more simple than 
tfieirwh^ system of admintttratioii. Thej bad do 
constitatioii, no biag, do l^lslaliTO assemblies, uo 
Judges, Jtiries, hnr/era, or aheir^. An officer, called 
the ComnuBdaBt, and the priest^ excvcised all the 
fimctions of civil magistrates, and decided the few 
controversies which arose among these ^otitive ia 
habitaata, who held and occupied matij' things in 
oraunoo. ^ley B<|ffered their ptmies, their caJttl^ 
dieir nrine, aad their flocks* io ran^ble apd grfi^ on 
the •aaae^MBmon prairies and ^astores — bavingbut ^ 
few fences w inclaBsr^ tad posscssiag but httl.^ of 
that spiiti of speculation, enterpiise, and mooej •nKu 
king,whidi has always characterized the Americans. 
These simple laws and neighborly customs suited 
the peoiliar habits and temper of Boone. And aa 
his character for biHiesty, courage, and &deUt^ fol- 
lowed biin there, he was app<Hnted Commandant 
for the district of St. Charles by the Spanish Com- 
mandant. He retained this command, and continued 
to exercise tite daties of his c^ce with credit to hint- 
sel^ and to the satisfactiaa of all concerned, until the 
govevnmeet of the United States went into effect. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Auecdmei of Coloiwl Boona, nlat«d bj Mi. Audubon— A nnMikabIa 
initance of Dumor]'. 

As an evidence of the development at faackiroedi 
ikill, and a vivid pictere of Daniel BoOne, we give 
^e fallowing from Mr. Audubon: 

''Daniel Boone, or as he was nsnaJlj called in the 
Western countij, Colonel Boone, haj^ned to spend 
a night under the same roof with me, more than 
twentj- yean ago. We trad returned from a ihoat- 
mg excursion, in the course of which his extnuM^ 
^narj skill in the management of a rifle had been 
fullj displayed. On retiring to the room appropri- 
aited to that remarkable individual and myeelf ter 
die night, I felt anxious to know m<»« ^his exploits 
and adventures than I did, uid accordini^j took the 
liberty of propoung numerous qnestionB to him. The 
stature and general appearance of this wanderer of 
the western forests, approached &e gigantic. His 
chest was broad and promin^it; his muBCular pow- 
ers displayed tliemselves in every limb; his counte- 
nance gave indicaticm of his graat courage, enters 
prise, and perseverance; and when he spoke, th« 
very motion of his lips brought the in^ression, 
that whatever he uttered could not be othermse 
than strictly true. I undressed, whilst he merely 
took off bis hunting shirt, and arranged a few fold* 
of blankets on the floor; choosing rather to lie there, 
as he observed, than on ihe softest bed. When we 
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had both disposed of ourselyes, each after his oyrn 
fashion, he related to me the following accouot of hia 
powen of memory, which I lay before you, kind 
reader, in his ovn words, hoping that the simplicity 
of his style may prove interesting to you. 

"I was once," said he, ^on a hunting expedition 
on &e hanks of tint Green river, vhen the lowei 
parts of this (Kentucky^ wen itiQ in the hands ol 
nature, and none but tiie sons of the ami were look- 
ed iipm as its lawful pn^rietors. Wc Virginians 
had for some time been waging a war of intru- 
flion upon them, and 1, amongst the rest, runbled 
through the woods, in pursuit of their race, as I 
BOW would follow the tracks of any rarenooB ani- 
dmL The Indiana ootwitted me one dork mgbt, 
«nd I was as unexpectedly as suddenly made a pm- 
oner by them. The trick had been managed with 
great skill; ibr no soomr had I extinguished the fire 
id.a^ camp, tutd laid me down to rest, ia foil 
securi^, as 1 thought, than I felt myself seized hj an 
indistinguidiable number of hands, and was imuk^ 
diately pinioned, as if abont to be led to tbeacafibld 
for exacutioo. To have atien^ted to be refractory, 
would iiave pnored useless and daagerous to my life; 
and I sufibred myself to be removed &om my camp 
to theirs, a few miles distant, without uttering even a 
word of complaint. You are aware, I dare say, that 
to act in this mawier, was the best policy, as you un- 
derstand tiiat by so domg, I proved to the Indians at 
once, Aat I was honi wid bred as feariees of death 
M any of &emsehres. 

When we reached &e cmsp, great rejcncings.wer« 



n^i^tted. Two Sqtiiws, anil a few- JuqpoMes, ap. 
pccu^ parttcularlj delighted at the sight of me, and 
I was assured, by very unequivocal gestures and 
wofds, that, on the morrow, the mortal enemy of the 
Red-skins would cease to live. I never ot>encd my 
lips, but was busy contriving some scheme which 
might enable mc to give the rasc^ the slip before 
dawn. The women immediately fell a searching 
about my hunting shirt for whatever ^eyntight think 
valuable, and fortunately for me, soon found n^ 
flask, filled with Monongahela, (that is, reader, strong 
whisky.) A terrific grin was exhibited on theii 
murderous countenances, while my heart throbbed 
with joy at tiie anticipation of their intoxication. 
The crew immediately began to beat thrir belliei 
and sing, as they passed the boEle from mouth tO 
mouth. How often did I wish the flask ten times iU 
size, and filled with aquafortis! I observed that tiie 
squaws drank more freely than the warriors, and 
again my spirits were about to be depressed, whed 
the report of a gun was heard at a distance. Tha 
Indians all jumped (m their feet. The aingtng and 
drinking were both brought to a stand; and I saw 
with inexpressible joy, the men walk off tosottte ^' 
tancc, and talk to the squaws, I knew ftat they 
^erc consulting about me, and I /oretaw, that in a 
few momeflb the wturiors would go to discover &e 
cause of the gun having been fired -sO near theii* 
Camp, {expected the-squaws-wouMfteJdft to guard 
ifle. WeH,Bir, it was justso. Tlwy'Mrtarned; the 

(qmwe Mi down agaio, and ia lenttmi fin ntiiMitA 
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Ibtj had my bottle up to tbcir dir^ nMHtdn, pg:^ 
ling down their throats the renKUm of Ute whiskj'. 

"With what pletaure did I see them becoming mora 
and more drunk, until the liquor took such bold of 
them that it was quite impossible for these womeB 
to be of any aervice. They tumbled domo, rolled 
about, and began to snore; when I, havio{; no other 
chance of freeing mjrself from the cords that ^tened 
me, rolled over and orer towards the fire, and alter 
a short time burned them asunder. I rose on my 
feet; stretched my stiflened sinews; snatched up my 
rifie, and, tot oace in my Iire,'^ared that of Indians. 
1 now recollect how deuriMis I once or twice fek to 
Hy open die dculls of the wretches with my toma>- 
hawk; bat when I again thought upon killing b^ngs 
nnprepared and unable to defend themselres, it 
looked like murder without need, and I gave up the 
idea. 

"Bat, rir, I felt detennined to mark the ^t, and 
walking to a tbril^ a^ sapling, I cut out of it thre« 
Ui^ chips, tuid ran o£ I soon reached the river; 
Kxm crossed it, and threw myself deep into the 
cane-brafees, imitating the tracks of an Iqdian with 
my feet, so that no chance might be left for thosa 
from whom I bad esc^ed to overtake me. 

''It is BOW nearly twen^ yean since this bappen* 
ed, and m«re than five since 1 left the whites' settle- 
ments, which I m^ht probably never hav« visited 
again, bad I not been called on as a witness in » 
tKw.sait that was priding in Kentacky, and which, 
I kbUv M!m<<>*i<!«ild tt«m Iwftt boctt KtOsd, bad 
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I flOt cmne fonrard^ and establiBhed the Wgint^ng 
of a certain boaniJaiy line. This is the story, dr. 

"Mr. moved from old Yirginia into Ken- 
tucky, and having a large tract granted to him in 
the new state, laid claim to a certain parcel of land 
adjoining Green river, and as chatKe would have it* 
he took for one of Ins comen the very ash tree tm 
which I had made my mark, and fiaiibed his survey 
of some thousands of acre«, beginning, as it is ex- 
pressed in the deed, "at an ash martied by three 
distinct Dotchel of the ttnuihawk of a white man." 

"The tree had grown much, and the bark had cev" 

ered the marks; but, some how i» odter, Mr. 

heard fitun some one all that I have alr^y said to 
you, and thinking that I mi^t remember the spot 
alluded to in the deed, bat which was no longer dis- 
coverable, wrote'for me to come and try at least ta 
find. Hm place on the tree. Hin letter m^tioncdf^ 
that all my expenses shoold be pmd; and not caring 
much about once more gmng back to Kentucky, I 

started and met Mr. . After some conversaF- 

tion, the affiur with Hie Indians came to ray recol- 
lection. I considered for a while, and began to 
think that after all,I coddfind the very spot, as well 
as the tree, if it was yet standing. 

"Mr.— —and I mounted our bones, andc^we 
went to the Green river bottoms. After SMnc diffi- 
culties, for you mu0 be aware, sir, that great changes 
hnd taken place in these woods, I fouod at hist the 
spot where I bad crossed the river, and waiting tpt ■ 
the moon to rise, made for tiite course in which I 
thought the ash tree gr«w. Ob approaching Um 
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f\Beei I t^it u if<tbe lQdian» were there stiU»stMku 
if I w» still a. prisoner ajaioog^them. Mr. — ■■ 
•nd I campttd near what I cMiceived tlie-spt^ and 
VBited ^ the retura of day. 

•'At the riung of tlie sun I was oq foot, ttM after 
tt good, deal of mueing, thought that anssh tfe« 
then in.sight muat he tlia vary «jie on wbUh 1 had 
uath my mM^.> I-feU os if tbfre eo«)d ba a* 
doubt of i£, and meatiooei;!^ tho»^,t<t Mr. — r-i 
•tWeU, Colaa«l Boone," 3aid he, i'if ywx think s(s 1 
bf^e^ a»y fTove ixaHf^bvi yt& niuGt ^>ve iome - 
vitnauMv da you stay iMreab:^!:, atid I wit) go 
and bn^gBomo of the Ktiileps whom I kfi««^" 1 

agr^tb Mr. ,tfott£d «£r, »d iy to piuilt tbr 

tine, ramUed about to ee« if a-doer was still livHig 
in tiie luid< But ah! sir, what a -wonderful di^er- 
eoce tUrt; yean. laakas in liie epuatfy! Iffbji at 
the time wheal waa ca,iight by li)£ lod^^ y»u 
would not have walked out in any dif¥«tiOQ for 
more tkan anule without Aootia|; a buck ora bear. 
There were th^i thoasands of bufioloee on tHe hills 
in Kootueky; the land looked as if it would never 
become poor; and to huntin tbo^ da; a was a plea>- 
sure indeed' But when I ms leA to mywlf en the 
banks of Green river, I 4ve say for the last thoe m 
Diy K&,.a few ligru only pf deer wer« to be aeen^ and 
as to a deer itself, I saw none, 

"Mr. returned, &. compaDied by three gentle^; 

men. Tbey looked upon me as if 1 had been Wa^t 
logton himself, and walkeJ'to the ash teec wAirh 1 ' 
now called my own, as if,ia quest of a Itrng lost treib- 
■urf. I tw>kaq,.a)(e fron one of them and cQ(a' 
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few ch^ off the bark. Still do ugns were to be 
Ken. So I cut a{;aiii, until I thought it time to he 
cautionif and I acraped and worked awa; with mj 
batcher knife, until I AW come to where mj tonuii- 
Inwk had left an inqveauon io tiiewoad. Wftnew 
vent legidaify to work, and scraped at the tre* 
with care, ontil diree hacks, as plaia as anj tiirea 
iMtchei ever wert, co^ld be Ken. Jtlr. — ~ and 
tbe Mher gentlemen, were aatoaiVied, oad, I must 
allow, I WBtf ai much sarpriMd a* pleaaodt njselC 
I made afiidaritorduftrraBaritableoccuiTe&caJDtlM 
jrcwnce of chew gentlemen. Mf. —r— gained hii 
came 1 JeA (Moen rifte^ forsrer, and oauM t» 
where we mw atcj and, nr, I wUb jou a |o«4 
pighL" 

«• 
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CHAPTER XTl. 



Somr after -tiie parchaoe of MBsgoari from fhe 
Trench hj oar gOTernment, flie "American s^item of 
gorertmeBt be^oa to be iDtn>duced tbere. Ameri- 
CMi laws, AmericoQ courts, and the whole Ameri- 
can ^vtem of politica end jurisprudence spread 
•rer tbe eoOatrj^ cbmigiiig, by degrees, tfaft featnrei 
of civil Bsciety; infostng Ufe and vigor Into the 
body poKtic, and introducing tbat restless R[nrit of 
•peculation and improranent which characterise 
ttte people of the United States. The tide of rani ■ 
gratioQ once more swept by the dwelling of Daniel 
Boone, driving off the game and monopolizing fbo 
rich banting gronnds. His office of cMwnandant 
was merged and lost in the new order of ^ngs> 
He saw that it was in taiu to contend with fote; 
ttat go where he would, American enterpriie 
teemed doomed to follow him, and to thwart nil his 
Khemet of backwoods retirement. He fooad lain* 
•elf once more mrronnded by &e rapid march of 
improvement, and he accommodated himself^ M 
well as he might, to a state of tilings which he coold 
not prevent! He had the satiafaction of seeing his 
children well settled around him, and he spent bis 
lime in hnnttog md exploring Ac new coimtiy. 
- IfeealiiB*, 0UI ag« Itcgas to cnep ttpMi bin -b/ 
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degree!, imd he had tho mortification to find him- 
■(.■If surpassed in his oira favorite pursuit. The 
tkarp shooters, tad )'oung«r hunters could scour the 
forests with fleeter pace, and bring down the bears 
and boSaloes with surer aiin,'ttian his time>w<ND 
frame, aiid iinpaired vision would allow. Even the 
French, with their fleets of periogues, ascended the 
Missouri to points where his stiffened sinews did 
not permit him to follow. These volatile and bab- 
Uing bunters, with ibeir litUe, &nd to him despica- 
Me shot guns, could bring down a turkey, where 
the rifle bullet, now directed hy his dimmed eje, 
«oald not reach. It was in vain that the ligbts 
were made more cMispicuous hy tlirsds vf wiiito 
piq>er. No vigor of will can repair the irr^titible 
{nflaence of age. And however the heart and jo- 
-VMMle remembrances of Boone mi^t ibllow these 
bfbk and talkative hunters to the Rockf mountains 
tmi the Western sea, the sad conBciousness that years 
«tti« ibVDger than the subduer «f bean and 
Indiana, cane over fab miad. like a cloud.- 

Oth«r sorrows came aJso with age. In Manb, 
1SI3, he bad the misfortune tir lose bu wife. She 
had be«i to him a futhful compaoioo— partidpB* 
"dng die same henuc and generous notore with hin^ 
Mif. She had followed him from North Carolina 
-inM the iar wilderness, without a road or even a 
-trace to guide thdr waj — suirounded at every step 
by wild beasts and savages, and was one of the firrt 
white women in the state of Kentucky, i^ie bad 
nnit«d her fate to his. asd in all hia.hardsh^i,p«rils, 

»ttd trial!, hiij H t!a> 4 y hw»ai»»fc, y t t w i»>lf»» 
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and oflectionate fiicitd. She was uoir taken Smmi 
him ia his old age, add he felt for a time, that h* 
wa3 ahxie in the world, and that th»piiD^pKl tie ta 
Utown emateoc^ was atuidered. 

About tiat time, too, the Bii&h war with iti id 
floeQce upon the savage auxiUariea of Biijiuiu, py- 
tended erea to the remote forests of Afissourl, 
which rendered the wandering life of a hunter 
cKtremelj dangerous. He was no longer able to 
make one of the rangers who pursued Uie IndiaM. 
But be sent nuraeraus substitatea in hit ^uldres aaft* 
neighboiit 

After the death of faia wife, he weot t* resU* 
witli his B«n Major Nathan Boone* and coatiMied 
to make his home tbmn antU lus death. After ths 
peace be occupied himself jn htintinf;^ taii^ag, 
and e^oring tte coontrj'— being abeoit snmttnww 
two or three months at atime — solacing his iq^ed enr 
nftii bemmic'ef Us young days — tbehvwlof'A* 
noctumal wolf— and the war seng «f ti» prowling 
■aTBges, heard br nwaj frmn the nnrnpn niiwinWy irf 

When the witier tired in St. Charles, ui 1814. 
Colonel Boooe, with the r^un of peace, bud. i» 
ffuocd his Keniadij hi^>tta. He re«ded, M hw 
been ohsemd, with his aim on the Miasonri — siw- 
rooBikd bj the plantatioiu of lus duldren and <«»■ 
•ectioQS— occalionaUy ianung, and sdU leUtng tlw 
trees for Us winter fire into his door jud; and vr- 
*rj autumn, retiring to the remote and mo<»t-tUtt- 
nined cities of the beaveiB, for the trapping of irJWcih 
«C* ludjt»kt9 nr^r jUDc ontiaixpaUlitiM. Mm 



'emeU Uilly by the iu3 of paper tm hh rifle a.ght8} 
liriNg down an occasioDa) turkey; at the salt licks, 
be tiill waylaid tbedc&r; and be found and cut down 
bec-trccs a< -readily as in bis momihg dxyt. Never 
was tAd age wore green, op gray In^rs more^raco 
ta\. ilia high, calm, boU foraliead seemed convert- 
ed by. years, into iron. Decay came to Iwnwithotit 
infirmity,, palsy, or pain — and mirtwinded «nd cher- 
ished by kind friends, he died ss he had lived, con]> 
potedand traaquiL Th^ event took place iB' the 
year J8I8, and in the eighty-fourth year of hii age. 
Freqiient<CBquiric6, and opposite statements have 
^Btta made^ in regard to the r^igious tenets (ff the 
Kentucky buniqr. It is due to ts-uth to state, Aai 
Booae, Uttle 'addicted to bo<^ knew but little of 
ikt biUe^ &e best of all^'Hk, worshipped, aa he 
o&eu said, the Great Spirit— for the Wooijs were bis ' 
hmim tfti hia tenq>le; an^t^e creed of-the rej men 
Mfairally-became hi^A^ut such were'the iriiHl,'fehiP "~ 
jJicity, &nd kindli^i of his cliaraeter, there can be 
but>Jittle detibt, had the gospel ef the Son of God 
been proposed to him, in' its subKme truth and rea- 
■mahleness, th«t he- would have added to stU his 
•tfacr virtues, the higher name of Christian. 
. - He. wBB bre feet ten inches in hei^it, of a very 
•sect) clesB linriied,' and athletic form — aKbnirsfrly 
6tted in structure, muscle, temperunent, and bJabrt, 
for the endurance of tltt labors, changes, and suffer- 
ings he underwent. He had what phrenologists 
would have considered a model head— witlTa fore- 
head peculiailj* high, noble, and bold — thin and 
CMDpreased Itps— a mild, clear, blue-eye— a- large 



and pramiiiMit chin, and a 'general expreieaoii of 
counteaance in tthieh fearlesaneas and courage tat 
enthroned, and which told the beholder at a gtaocey 
what he bad been, and was formed to . be. 

We have on)/ to add, that the bust of Boone, is 
Washington, the painting of him ordered by tb» 
General Assembly* of Missouri, and the engrgviogi 
of him in gcnaratt bare — his family bdng judge^-^ 
Terf little resemblance. Thcj want the high port 
and noble daring of his countenance. 

Though ungrateful)/ requited by bis counti^f b* 
has left a name ideptiKed with the bistoiT- of Ken- 
tucky, and with Uie founUcrs and benefactors or«iir 
great republic. In aH future time, and in erciy poio 
tion of the globe; in history, in sculpturct in aaog» 
ia eloquence — the name ofDani^ Boone will be te> 
corded at the patriarch of Backwoods Pioneers. 

Hi) nam&has already been celebrated by mtn 
ttwn one -poet. He is the hero of a poem caUed 
the '■MooHTAiM MuBE," by oar amiaUe countryman* 
Bryan. He is supposed to be the original fivMi 
which the inimitable characters of Lb&tbex S-nxac- 
uo, Ha.wkk¥X, and the Trafpbr of the FaAiRns, 
in Cooper's novels, were drawn; and we will clow 
tlMW mctnoits, with the splendid tribute to the p»< 
trisFch of backwoodsmeD, by the pnacc of BMdera 
po^ Lord Byron. 

OTall men, saving Sytia, (he maU'^faycr, 
^Vho passes for in life and death most lucky, 
Of the great names which in our fiices stare, 
^Tha Genual Bocne, back Woodsman of Konturl^,'' 



Wu hapi^Mt snoBg nortali uy vbsN, 
For killing nothing, but a bear or inick) ha 
EnjoyM the kmely, rigonat, bannleu day* 
Qrh»<dda2ef in wHda of deepest maaa. 
OimecatDM DtAnearhinf^eiBaot ihechild 
Of wlitude; biealth riirank Botlrom liiin,&r 
Iler boma ii in the rarely tfodden wild, 
Whicb, ir m«t nek her pot, and death be mora 
Their choice dian lile, forgire them, a* beguilV 
By habit Do what their own heajta abbor— 
In citie* cagU. The present case in poiiU ) 
Cite is, Boone IitM hunting up to ninety: 
And what is stranger, lef^ behind • name, 
' Tot which men vainly decimati) the throng} 
Not only fenious, but d* that good iaiae. 
Without which glory's but a tarem nag; 
Siraple, serene, the antipodes of shame, 
Wiich hate or envy e'er could tinge with wmo 
As active hermitj even in age the diild 
Of nature, or the tfan o^Boes run wild. 
Tis true, he shrank from man even of his oalko, 
ifhen they built apunto his darling trees; 
lie mov^ some hundred miles off, fbi a Btatioo, 
Whore diere wore fewer houses and more eaaa. 
Tho inconvenience of civilizntion 
Is, that yon neither can be pleased, noi*pleaae._ 
But where he met the isdividaal man, - 
Ila showed himsalfas kind tA mortal oao. 
Ha was net all alooe ; aro«ad him grew 
A sylvan tribe of children of the chase, 
Wboaa young uowakenM world was alvayi m&Wi 
IwiMid/iMmRNn^'jM bid MlftMbv 
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On ber unwrinBed bimr, aaroooUgrai iigw. 
A frown OmMttTQ^ a^on human fiioe. 
Tbe fret-bwn SansL fuund, andhept thenrfree, 
^ .And tiresb avii aberrant <u»a ir«e. 

And tall, tmi ttronf, kA^'iH oUbot wttn Dtej^ 
Ba)'ond tbo dwfirfin^ei^^ palcaborttoiu; 
BpoauM thair tbqugbts bsd narer bewi Die pn^ - 
Of careiw gain ; the gieen woods weft thew pucUoils 
No linking spiriU told them they ^w gray, 
. No fasbiHi mada di^ apea of ber diahxUbna. 
Simple tbef were; not Mirage; and th«rrifle% 
Though very true, w«re 'not yet used for Iriflei. 

Motion was iatheir^ys; rest in their Indian; 
And.cheerfalbe>B, (^ handmaid of 4wirtoil; 
Nor yet too many, nor too few their numbers; 
Corruption CouH not nuke their hearts her soil* 
The lust, which stings; the splendor which eacuiiibei% 
Wtb Qk free foresters divide no spoil. 
Senne, not sulli», were the solitudes 
Of this uns^hug pe<^le ef the woocb. 
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